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WHEN I firfl thought of writing upon this 
occafion, I found the ideas fo great and 
mumerous, that I judged them more proper for the 
warmth of an ode, than for any other fort of poetry j 
I-therefore fet HoitAck before me for a patterni and 
particular}y his famous ode^ the fourth of the fourth 
book| 

> '^aJem ndniftrum fultninis alitemf &€• 

which he wrote in praife of Druh^us after his ex* 
pedkion into GermavTi and of Augustus upon 
his happy choice of that general. And in the fol« 
Sowing poem, though I have endeavoured to imi* 
tare all the great (Irokes of that ode, I have taken 
«' the liberty to go off from it, and to add varioufly, is 
the fubjedt and my own imagination carried me. As 
to the ilyle, the choice I made of following the ode 
in 1 atin, determined me in Englifh to the Oanza ; 
and herein it was impoflible not to have a mind to 



PREFACE. ■ ro 

'§A\bir our great countryman Spensea ; ^hlch I 
tfaTO done (as well as I could) in the manner of mj 

^expreffion) and the turn of my number ; having only 
added one verfe to his flanza, which I thought made 

. the^ iimnber more harmonious ; and avoided fuch 
of his Wordsi as I found too obfolete. 1 have howe- 
ver retatned fome few of them, to make the colour* 
iDg look more like Sfenser's. Btheji^ command ; 
b4ndf army ; prowefSf ftrength ; / nueet^ I know ; 
7 ween^ I think ; vihilom% heretofore ; and two or 
three .more of that kind, which I hope the ladies 
will pardon me> and not judge my muss lefshand-* 
fome, though for once (he appears in a farthingale. 
Ihftve alfo in Spense&'s manner, ufed Cafar for 
the Emperor, Soya for Bavaria, Bavar for that 

*Priftfce, ijler for Danube, Iberia for Spain, &c. 

That noble part* of the ode which I juu now/ 
fnentioned^ 

* 

GenSf j^uae cremato fortis ab 'Ilio • 
' • * JaSatA Tu/cis aequoribus, &c» 

where Horace pratfes the Romans, as being de- 

fcended from ^neas, I have turned to the honour 

<of the British nation, defcended from BRUTSf 

• likcwife a Trojin. Th^t this Brute, fourth or 

fifth from ^neas, fettled in England, and built 

London, which he called Troja Neva or Troytio* 

vantCy is a ftory which (I think) owes its original if 

not to Geoffr't of Monmduth, at leaft to the Mon- 

ki(h writers^ yet is not rejeded by our great Cam- 
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»BH| and 18 told bf MiSrTON, as if (at Iteff)>le 
pleafed with, it^ tboiigh poflibly he ddet Aot b«itcw 
it ; however it carries a poetical autkocttf s ubiob it 
fufficienc for eur purpofe. It is as» ccruist that 
Brutb came into Eii4:;lah]>» as tbair AsmdA^ 
went into iTibLT ; and upon tkefuppofitfeaoltfadEr 
hStSf Vi'm&»L wrote tfie be& poeai that the wetkt 
ever read|. and Sfbns&r paid Qiae»a KAtit^AOBTla 
she greateft complioient. 

I NEBP^ net obviate one pkee of ciitiei&Mt thtft-l 
bring Diy hero 

From htming Trty^ and Xdntbus r$d wth ik$ii 

whereas he was not berny whcft that dty was Ae* 
ftroyed* Virgil in the cafe ef bis own Abnbas 
relating to DiDOi will Aand as a fuAcient proofs 
that a man inr his poetical capacity is not ace^ttttSa* . 
ble for a little fault in chronology. 

Mt two great csampleSy HaRAcsand SFSussKt 
in many things refemble each other : both hate a 
height of imaginationi and a majefiy oi ezprcffion 
in dcfcribing the fublime; and both know bow to 
temper thofc talents* and fweeren the deferiptiost 
fo as to make it lovely. as well as poflspous^ both 
have equally that agreeable manner of mixing mo- 
rality with their ftory^ and that cMurUfu ftlkkmf in 
the choice of their diftion^ which eYCiy writer aioM 
at, and fo very few have reached ; both are particM* 
Jarly fine in their images^ and knowing in their ooa- 
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ter. l^anag tlietdFore oar two maflreri to the con<»> 
fidcracion asd^^ ftudj of tbofe who- defign to excel in 
poetrji tonly beg. leave to add, that it is l6ng Gnce 
i have (iM* at' leaft ought to have) quiued Pahmast 
$U8» and all tlie fiowerf- roads on. that fide of the 
couotry^. thoogh I thought myfelf ibdifpeDiably; 
obliged, upon the prefent occafioii^to uke a Uttl*r 
jottrnej, into thofe paf tSk 
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AN ode; 



Humbly infcfibed to tlie 



Q^ U E E N-. 



I. 

WHEN gr^at Auguftus gorcrn'd ancient Romcj. 
And fcnt his conqu'iing bands to foreign wars,. 
Abroad when dreadcdi and belovM at homei 
He faw his fame increafing with his years ; 
Horace, great bard (fo fate ordain'd) arofe ; 
And boldy as were his countrymen in fighti 
Snatch'd their fair afkions from degrading pro fe^ 
And fct their battles in eternal light : 
High as their trumpets tune his lyre he ftrung ; 
And wiih his prince's arms he moraliz'd bis fong. 

IK 
When bright Eliza rul'd Britannia's Qate, 
"Widely diHributing her high commands; 
And boldly wife, and fortunately great. 
Freed the glad nations from tyrannic bands; 
An equal genius was in Spenfer found : 
To the high theme he matchM bis noble lays: 
He travell'd England o'er on fairy ground. 
In mydic notes to fing his monarch's praife: 
Reciting wond'rous truths in pleafing dreamy. 
He deck'd Eliza's head with Gloriana*s beams. 
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m. 

But, gxeateft Anna I while thy arms purAie 
Paths of renown, an.d climb afcents of faoie^ 
Which nor Augudus, nor Eliza knew ^ 
What poet (hall be found to Cng thy name i 
What numbers (hall record, what tongue (hall fay 
Thy wars on land, thy triumphs on the main ? 
O faired model of imperial fway ! 
What equal pen (hall write thy wondVous reigA ? 
Who (hall attempts and feats of arms rehearfc» 
Kot yet by dory told, nor paralleled by verfe? 

Me all too mean for fuch a tafk I weet: 
Yet if the fov'rcign lady deigns tofmile^ 
ril follow Horace with impetuous heat, 
And cloath the verfe in Spenfer's native &yTe» 
By thefc examples, rightly taught to fing, 
And fmit with plcafure of my country's praifc. 
Stretching the plumes of an uncommon wing. 
High as Olympus I my flight will raife ; 
And latcft times fhall in my nun^bers read 
Anna's immortal fame, and. Marlbro's h^rdy deed. 

As the ftrong eagle in the /ilent wood^. 
Mindlefs of warlike rage, and hodile care, 
Pltys round the rocky x:IifF, or cryftal flood ; 
Till by Jove's high behefts, call'd out to war# 
And chlarg'd with thu rider of his angry king,, 
His bofom with the vengeful mcUCdgt glows: { 

Upward the xHoblc bird ^ireSls his wing; J 

And tow'ring round his mafter's earth-born foeSf 
Swift he collects his fatal (lock of ire; 
Lifts his fierce talon high, and darts the forked fire. 
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Sedite antfcabn thas ri^r Marlbfo^ fate^. 
Shaded wttti laoreki in bit native land y 
Till Atina calfa btm from bis foft retreatt* 
And gtm her fecond thunder to his band. 
Then tearing fweet repofe, and gentle eafey* 
With ardent ipcedbefeeks tht diftant foe : 
Marching o'er hills and vales, oVr rocks and fea^t 
He nkcditaeesi and ftrike^'the wond^roas blow. 
Our thought fiies ffiwer than onr genemPs fame : 
Grafps he the boh ? (tre aft) when be has hurrd cbe 
flao^. 

VIK 

"When fierce- Bavar on Jitdoiga's fpacious pKiff' 
Bid from afar the Britifh chief behold; 
Betwiit defpaio aikl rage^ and^hope^^and pain^- 
Semetbing within his warring bofem rolPdf 
He viewa that iiavVite of indulgent fame, 
Whom whilom be had met on Ifter's (bore: 
Too well, alas I the man he knows the fame^ 
Whofe prowefs there repeU'd the Boyad pow'ir t 
And fern them trembling thro' the frighted landsi 
l^wift as the wbirlisind drives-Arabia** fcatterM £and« 

vm. 

Ht4 former lotks he forgets to grieve; 
Abfolves his fate, if with a kinder raj 
It now wotild (htne, and cmly give him leave 
To balance the account of Blenheim's dajr. 
So the fell lion in the lonely glade, 
His fide ftill fmarting with the faonter^s fpear. 
Though deeply wounded, no way yet difmay'd^ 
Roars torriblei and meditates new war ; 
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lb. fvffinl f iitf traTerii&l tbe phiii 

QSo find the ^eafroiit (be^ and badtld him, ag^iiu 

Mifguidel pft&eeh no Umget mgfihj fue^ 
Nor tempt the bcfo to mieqHai war^ 
BtA^d in omfortvnef amd in rum grcat^. 
Confefe the force of Maiibr 0*8 ftronger ftar* 
Thofe hmrct grom{Ae merits of chj jouthf 
Which thou from MfthoMet didft greatly gaio^ 
While bold afiWtor of refifUtfs truths 
Thy f word did ^Mkt Uberty matntaitt, 
Mitft from. thy hronr their MHng konow 8 fted ^ 
Jksd their ttao^ibuitot ^fa^catba mn&dedt^a^wordiid^ 
bcadk 

X. 

Tet cedt tKe ways of ProTideitee to hl^me^ 
Aodbttman faaki with human grief confcfa^ ^ 
Tis then: art chang^ j whi]eheav*n h (li41 the fiunie j^ 
From thy HI coulidb date thy ill ftscceb* 
Impartial jtiAice hcddt her ecpal fcalea: ^. 

'Till AroDgor virtue docs the weight incHxi&}. 
l£o«er thee thy. gleriotts foe pretails y 
He now defendacfae catifei'thar once was tkifie^ 
RighteoiU the war, the champioii (ball fahduc f. 
Wox Jove's great handmaid Sower>. mitft J|»ve^ def» 
creesi porfae •. 



HarkI thd dfoe trumpets ibvndithair fiiriR alarms; t- 
JkuTcrquerq^) brancfa'd from, the renowi^ Naflaus^, 
Boary in war, and bent bebeath his arms, 

Bm gtacHKO is^otd wkkdkmfteft^ ttam^l^^ 
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When anxious Britarh mourti'd hier parting tor(!^V 
And all of William that wa$ mottaldyM; 
The faithful hero had receiv'd this fword 
From Jiis expiring mafter's much'-lov'd fide. 
. Oft from its fatal ire has Louis flown, £run. 

Wherc-e'cr great William- led^ or Maefe andJSambre 

XII; 

But brandifhM high, in an ill-omenM hour 
To th^e, proud Gaul, behold thy jufteft fear». 
The mafter fword, difpofer of thy pow*r : 
'Tis that which Caefar gave the firitiih peer*. 
He took tfie gift: nor ever wiU I-flieath 
t:hta fteel. (fo Ahna's high bebefls ordain) i 
The general faid, unlefs by glorious death 
Abfolv'dji till conqueft has confirmed your reign*' 
Returns like thefe our miftrefs bids us make^ 
When from a foreign prince a gift h«r BriconSttakc.\ 

XIII. , 

And now fierce Gallia rufli'es on.Ker foe^^^ 
Her force augmcntjed by thcBbyan banda; 
So Volgftfs. dream, in&reasM by mountain fnowtt 
Rolls with new fury down through Riiffia-s lands^ 
Like two great rocks againft the raging, tide 
(If virtue's force with nature's we compare) 
ViinK)v'd the two united chiefs abid&»4 
Suftain the impulfe, and receive, the war. 
Round their firm fides in vain the temped beats ; 
And ftill the foaming wave wkh leffen'd fowtt re^ 
treats* * 

XIV. 

The.rja^e dtfper^M, the gtorioitil ^Uttdvznceg^ 
\Eith mingrd anger^ and collected mighty. 
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To turn the war^ and tellaggrefling France^ 
How Britain's fonS) and Brirain's friends can* fight* 
On conquefl: fix'd» and covetous of iame, 
Behold them rufhtng through the Gallic lioft« 
Through ftanding corn fo runs the fudden flame^. 
Or eaftern winds along Sicilians coaft. 
They deal their terrrors to the advcrfc nation ; 
PUe death attends their arms» and ghaftly defolation^ 

XV. 

But while with irerceft ire Bellbna glows r 
And Europe rather hopss than fears her fate $ 
While Britain prefTes her affii£led foes ; 
What horror damps the ftrong, and quells the great? 
Whence look the foldiers cheeks difmay'd ahd pale? 
Erft ever dreadfuli know they now to dread? 
Theboilile troops^ I ween^ alniofl: prevails ^ 
And the purfuers only not recede-. 
Alas! their leffen'd rage proclaims their grief ! 
Foranxiouf) lo! they croud around their falling chiefs 

XVI. . 

I thank thee, fate, exclaims the fierce Bavar; 
Let Boya's trumpet grateful lo's found : 
I faw him fall, their thundcibolt of war; 
Ever to vengeance facred be the ground ■ - 
Vain wiih ! (hort jby ! the hero mounts again^ 
In greater glory, and with fuller light: 
The ev'ning ftar fo falls into the main. 
To rife at morn nvore prevalently bright. 
He rifes fafe, but near^ too near his fide, 
A good man's grievous lofs> a faithful fcrvant dfii 

• • • 

« 



^ F & £^ M Sw 

XVII; 

Propittdiss Mart! the battk U regained': 
The foe vith lefleaU wrath dtiputes the field: 
The BritoQ fights, by^ favoring g«da fu&ain'd : 
Vreedom muft live $ aiut kwleft pawer moft yicM^^ 
Vain now the tales wbieb faUing* poets ttUf 
That wav'nog coo^ueft ftill deCreato rove ! 
lb Marlbro's camp the goddeCi ktiow« to dwelU: 
IfOng as the heroes life remains her )ot€. 
Again Erance flies: again the Duke pvrfuest 
And on Ramilia's plains he Blenheim's famerenewM 

SVIU. 

Great tbankSf O captain great in armsf receiM^ 
Vrom thy triumphant country's public Toice t. 
Thy country greater tbanha can only give ' 
To Anne, to her who made thofe arms her choicer * 
Recording SchellenbergSi and'BIenheim^s toils,. 
We dreaded left thou iboufd^ft thofe toils repeatt 
We viewed the palace charg'd with Gallia fpoils ;» 
And in thofe fpoils we thought, thy praife compleat^ 
Wax never Greek, we deem'di nor Roman knightyi. 
in chara£lers like thefe did e'tr his a£ts indke*. 



miluUefs ftilt o£ ea&i thy virtue files- 
A pitch to oldand moderii times unknowwr 
Thofe goodly deeds which we fo highly priaci- 
lmperfe£k feem, great, chief , to thee alone. 
Thofe betgbi6| wheie William's virtue might kuM 

fiaid, 
AM on the fuhjefl^ world. looW fafelf down^ 
Bf Marlbro' pafs'd, the props andr fteps were nade^ 
Sablimer jret.tOLraife bis qittcen^ rcnowa^: 



r 

r 
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litni gaining m#fc, ftillilfghtiQg what he gained, 
l4oiigiit done the ben) deem'd> while vught nndone 
lemain'^d* 



When fwilt*'wing'd ftunvourtold the mighty Gao^ 
Hew leflen^d fpom*the^eld Bavar vrasfled ; 
Ue wept the fwiftnefs of the champion's fall^ 
Afid thns the royal treatf-hreaiker faid^ 
And lifes he yet, the great, the loft BavaCy 
Ruin to Gallia, in the name of friend ? 
Tell me^ how far 1)a8 fortune been fevere? 
Has the foe^s -glory, or*ovr grief an end? 
Hemaina tkeiTi of the fifty thoufiind toft, 
Ta.finreour threaierf'd realm^ or guard our ftatter^^ 



the elofe rocb the frighted rarea^iest 
Soon as the rifmg eagle outs the air : 
The ihag^ wolf unfeen and trembling Kes^ 
When the hoaffe roar prodaims the lion near* 
iIlI-ftar^M did we our fotts and lines ^orfake^ 
To dare our Britilli foes to open fight ; 
Our €onqueft we by Aratagem fliould make: 
Our triun^h had be«n founded in our flight* 
'^i« ours, 4>y craft and by iurprisse to gain : 
**I4S theiM, ito mdet in arms* and battle in the pkun* 

The ancient father of this hoftSe brood, 
Their boa^t^d Brute, undaunted fnatchM his gods 
from burning Troy, and Xanthus red with bloody 
And fix'doQ (ilvcr Thames his dire «ibodes{ 
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And this be Troynovante, be faid, th^ feat 
By htav'nordain'd, my fon§, your lading placed 
Superior here to all the.bolts of fate 
Live, mindful of the author of your racCf 
Whom neither Greece, nor war^ nor want, norflatne^ 
l^or great 'Feleides' arm, tior Juno's rage could tame* 

XXIIL 

Their Tudors hence, and Sc4iart^8 ofF-fpring fipir^ 
HetKre Edward, dreadful with his fable fliield, 
Talbot to Gallia's pow'r eternal foe^ 
<And Seymour, fam'd in council, or in field ; 
Hence Kevil, great to fettle or dethronei 
>And Drake, and Ca'ndifli, terrors of the fea: 
Hence Butler's fons, o'er land and ocean known^ 
Herbet's and Churchill's warring progeny : 
Hence the long roll which Gallia (hould conceal : 
JPor oh ! who, van/qui0i'dj lov:es the ¥i£ior'« fame to 
tell! 

XXIV. 

Envy'd Britannia, fturdy as^ the oak, 
Which on her mountain-top (he proudly bearsy 
£ludes the ax, and fprouts againll the (Iroke y 
Strong from her wounds, and greater by her war«* . 
And as thofe^teeth, which Cadmus fow'd in eslrth, 
Produc'd new youth, and furni(h'd fre(h fupplies-: 
So with young vigour, and fucceeding birth, 
Her loffes more than recompens'd arife; 
And ev'ry age (he with a race is crownV, 
for letters more polite, in battles -more renown'd* ' 

XXV. 

Obftinate pow'r whom nothing can repels 
Not the fierce Saxon, nor the Dane* 
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"Nor deep impreflion of the Norman ftcci, 
Kor Europe's force amafsM by envious Spain; 
Nor France on univetfiil fway intent. 
Oft bre^icing leagueSf and oft renewing ^ars.; 
Nor (frequent bane of weak^n'd government) 
Their own inteftin^-feuds, and mutual jars ; 
Thofefcu^s andjar^, ia which I trufted more. 
Than inmytroQps, and fleets, and all the GallicpowV* 

xxvi. 

To fpoitful Rhelmsi ^er fair' Lutetia's gate. 
What tidings (ball the mcflengiSr convey? 
Shall the loud herald our ftsccefs relate) 
Oi; nsitred pri^ft appoint the folemn day ? 
Alasl i»ypraife$*|h6y no more muft fing4 
They to my ftatu^-now muftbow no more-^ 
Broken^ <Fi5puU'd is tbejr immortal king: 
Fall'n, fairo,'f(^r everis tM Gallicpow'r — 
The Womiin chief is:i}iafter of the war: 
£artfa (he has freed, by^arms, and vanquifli'd heav'n l>y 
jray'r. ^ 

XXVII. 
?iKJ)iJe tb«i^ tbe ri)in*d foe's. defpair commends 
Thy council and thy deed, vi Glorious queen, 
"What (hall ^y fubje£ls fay, and vrhat thy friends i 
Now {hall tby triumphs in our joy be feeni 
Oh I deign to let the elded of the N>ine 
Recite Britannia great;, and Gallia free : 
Ob i with her .fiffccrScuJpjgorc.kt her join 
To raife^^ great>Anne,.the nppnumqi^tto thee^ 
To^thee»>of ajl-pur^good tl^e iac^ed.fpring ; \ 
To thee our dear eft dcead -, to^thee^* our lofter King. - 
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•Let Bi«r«pe £iyM the column high ere^ 
Than Trajan's higher, or tba& Antontne's^ 
^here femhling art may carve At feir effelfct 
And full atdilevcment of thy groat deCgna* 
3n axalm heav'ti, and a ferener alr^ 
Sublime theiQueeB fliall on the futnfnit ftanily 
3'rom danger far, as £ir remov'd from fear^ 
And pointing down to egtrth her dread command. 
All winds, all ftorms that fbreaten iiuman wo^, 
Shall finic bjeneath her feet» and'fpfead their ^rage 

XnX. [below. 

There flaets (ball ft rive by winds and haters toft 4 
Till the young Auftrian on Iberx/s ftrandt 
<3reat as JSneas on the Latian xoatft, 
Shall fix his'foot ; and this, be thitthe lafld, 
<3reat Jove, wlr»«l for ever will remaSn 
(The empire^s other hope (hall fay) ani here 
TanqutAi'd, liitomB^d f lMieV<»' crownM^'rU reig« 
O virtuey tO'thy Britilh mother dearl 
'Like the fanfd Trojan fuffer and abide 4 
^or Anne is thine, I ween, as Venus was bis guide* 



There, ^n eternal charadkrs e&graV^d^ 
'Vigo, and Gi}>raltar, and Barcelone. 
Their force deftroyd, their privilegesiav'df 
nShall Anna's errors, 'and her mercies own : 
•Spain, from -th^'ufurper Bourbon's arma retrieT*d, 
JShall with new life and grateful joy appear^ 
Uumb'ring the wonders which that youth atcbiev'di 
VThom Anna dad in armai 4uad ient ^to war 4 



Whom Anna fent to claim Iberia's tbroae t 

And made him moretban kingi in calling him lierConJ 

xxxr. 

There Ifler pleas'd, by Blenheim's glorioitfrfield . 
'Rolling (ball bid his eaftern waves declare 
Germania fa?'d by Britain's ample ibieldy 
And bleeding Gaul affii3;ed by her fpear: 
SbaU bid them mention Marlbr6% 6n that fliore 
Leading his iSanders renownM in arms, 
Thro' cKmes, where nerer Britifli chief before 
Or pitch'd his camp, or founded his alarms : 
Shall bid them blefs the ^een, who made his ftreamt 
doMOtts- as chofe of Boyn, and fafe as thofe of Thames* 

XXXII. 

Brabantia, clad "with fields, andxrrownM withiaw^f% 
With decent foy fhsill her DeHvVcr meet ; 
'Shall own thy arms, great Queen, and blefs thy pow^ 
Laying the keys beneath thy fulg'e£t's feet. 
:I'Iandria, by plent-y made the home of war, 
^hall weep herxrime, and bow to Charles reftor^d^; 
With double vowa fball blcfe thy happy care, ' 
•In having drawn^ and having (beathM the fword. *'^ 
7rom thcfe their fifter j>rovince8 (hall know, 
How Anne fapports a friend, and how-forgiTes a foe. 

xxxm. 

Brighrfwor^s, and crefted helms, and pointed fpeart 
In artful piks around the work (hall lie^ 
And (hields indented deep in ancient warSy 
Blison'd with (igns of Gallic boraldry } 
And 4andards with diftinguifh'd honours bright) 
Marks ^of high powV and national command| 
Vol.. U. fi 
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Which Valois* fons, and Bourbon's bore in fig&tp 
Or gave to Foix% or Montmorancy's hand : 
Great fpoil8» which Gallia mufl to Britain yields 
From Crefiy's battle iav'd, to^raceHamilia'^ field* 

XXX IV. 
And as fine art-the fpaces may.dirpofey 
The knowing thought and curious eye (hall fee. 
Thy Qoiblen)) gracious Queen» the Britifh Rofe^ 
Type of fweet rule, and gentle m^jefty : 
The Nprthern Thidki whom no hoftile hand 
Unhurt too cudely 4nay prcvoJcCi I ween i 
Hiberaia's Harp, device of her command, 
And parent of her mirth, (hall there ^be feen:: 
Thy vanquifti'd Lilies, France, decay'd and torn, 
ShallwUh diforder'djtomp the lafting workadorn.- 

XXXV. 
iencath, great Queen, ohl very far teneatb. 
Near to the ground, and on the trumble bafe, 
Tofave herfelffrom darknefs, and from death. 
That Mufc deiires the laft, the lowed place; 
Who tho* unmeet yet touch'd the trembling firing; 
For the fair fame of Anne and Albion's land. 
Who durft of war and martial fury fing : 
And when thy will, and when thy fubjedi's hand 
Had queird thofe wars, and bid that fury ceafe ; 
H^ngs up her grateful harp to cpnqucft, .andio peace. 
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ENE ATH a verdant lawreUs ample (ha3e^ 
His lyre to mournful numbers ftrungi 
Horace, immortal bard, ftipinely laid» 
To Venus thus^ddreft^d the fong-^ 
Ten thoufand little Loves around 
Lift'ningy dwelt on evVy found. 

4 R I E r. 

Potent Venus, bid thy ion 

Sound no more his dire alarms. 
Youth on filent win^s is iioWti ; 

Graver years come rolling oih 
'Spare my age, unfit for arms : , 

Safe and humble let me red. 

From all amyous care releas'd. 
Potent Venus, bid thy {on 

Sound ho more bis dire alarms* 

R ^ C I r. 

Yet, Venus, i/rhj do I each morn prepare 
The fragrant wreath for Cloe's hair ? 
Why do I all day lament and figh. 
Unlets tlie beauteous maid be nigh ? 

B z 
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And why.all night purfucKcr in my dreanoSy 
Through flaw 'ly meads, and csjAsU ftreams ? 

R ex: I r. 

Thus fung tbe.bar4 ; and thus the goddefs fpoka^s 
SubmiiSive bow to Love's imperious yolce-^ 

Ev'ry ftatc, and ev'ryagc 
Shall own my rule, and fear my rage ^ 
Conipcird by me thy mufe (half proye. 
That all the wo^ waf born to lt)w« . 

Bid thy deftia'd lyre difcover 

Soft defire^ and gentlei^pain : 
Often praife^ and always loiQeiicrs. 

Through her ear her heart obtain. 
Verfe (hall pleafe, and fighs^atl move her;; 

<Cupid doe^ with JPhoebttS rcigiu 



K Right Nau'b* 



AS Nancy stthfcr toilet (at. 
Admiring this, and "blaming that (. 
Ten me, (he faid ; tut tcH me true; 
The nymph who cou*d your heart fubdue^ 
IVhat fort of charms does Ae poflTefs ?^ 
Abfolve me, fair one. Til confefs ; 
With pleafurc I reply'd. Hec halr^ 
In ringlets rather dark than faifii 
Does down her iV^ry bofbm roll, 
And hiding half^ adorns, the whole. 
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Ifa her high forehead's fair half foud > 

Love Gts in open triumph crown'd: 

He in the diiiiple 0f her diia^ 

In pri watte- ftatei bf IrienJs it^ben. 

Ber tfCA' are neither bUck» nor gray i 

Nor fierce* nor feeble is their vsfi 

Their duUottS Infire fecms to &ow 

Somethii^.that^fycakB nor yes, nor no. 

Her lipa no iiring iiasd, t sreet, 

fifaqr f»f how red^ bow round, how fweet'9 

Old Homer onlf conld indite 

Their Tagnm gnvce* and faftddight : 

They^ Aand icoavded in his book, 

Wben^ Helen fmirdj and Hebe fpoke ■ '■» 

The gipfy turoiag to her |;1a6« 

Too plainly, (how'dj flie knew the face : 

And which am I mod like, ihe fatd. 

Your Cloe, or your Nut-brown maid ? 

Written in an O T i d* 

OVID b the fureft guide 
Toucan name to (how the way 
To any woman, maid, or bride^. 
Who refolves to go allray* 

A T R u X M II D« 

Oj no X for jny virginity, . 
When I loTe that, fays Rofe, I'll die : 
Behind the elmst laft night, cry'd Dicki 
Rofe^ were you not extremely fick ? 
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« 

TEN months after Florimel happen-d to wed|. 
And was brought in a laudable nxanner to bed^ 
She warbled her groans with fo ckaf ming a^ ▼oice. 
That one half of the parifh' was^iltin'd with the noife«l 
But when Florimel deign'd to lie privately in,. 
Ten months before flie and her fpoufe were a* kin ; 
She chofe with fuch prudence her pangs to conceal^! 
That her nurfe, nay her midwifoi fjcarce heard bec~ 
once fqueal) Clives^ 

Learn^ hufband^,^ fcom hence». fot the peace of yoac^ 
That maids make not half fuch a. tumult a* wires.^ 

... . . < ' * • 

A RfiiiSONABLfi Ap7LICTI0H« 
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ON his death-bed poor Lubin lies '%, 
His fpoufe is in defpaij ! . ^ 

With frequent fobs, and mutual cries». 
They both ezprefs their care. 

A diflF*rent caufe, fays parfon Sly^ 

The fame effeft may give : 
Poor Lubin feara, that be (hall die ^ 

Kis ^ikf that he may live. 

AmOTHBB. EBlSQMitBtB APFLICTlOm 

FROM her own natite France as old Alifon paft». 
She reproached Englifh NelL with negjeft^or 
with malice,. 
That the flattcrn *ad left Tn tfic hurry and haftt,. 
Her lady's complexioay and eye*browt at Calais^ 
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HE R eye brow^bdx one- moriMiig lofty 
(The faeft of folks arc oft'neft croft)- 
Sad Helen thus to Jenny faicf, 
Her carelefs but afflicted maid ; - 
Put me to bed then, wretched Jane v 
Alas I when- ihall I rif^ again <? 
Scan behold no mortal now: 
For what's an eye without a brow ? 

ON THE BAUE SUBJ^CTt 

IN a dark corner of. the houfe 
Poor Helen fits, and fobs' suid cries ^ 
She will not fee her loving fpoufe. 
Nor her more dear picquet*allie8 : 
Unlefs (he ftnda her eye-browSj, 
She'll e'ein weep^out her e|es»- 

a». THE' SAiyTB* 

HELEN was }u(l ilipt into bed : 
Her eye-brow8 oiKthe toilet lay ^. 
Away the kitten with them fled, . 
A$ fees belonging to. her prey. 

For this misfortune cardeft^ Jane;^. 
Afare-yourfelf was loudly rated-: 

An4 Madam getting up again^ . 
With her own hand.tbe m^nfe-tnip bukc^^- 

a4. 
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On little things^ as fages wrhcy 
Depends our humatt pf^ or forfom^ : 

If we don't catch a moufe to-nighti 
Alas 1 fio tjt-hw»% £ot to^motrrawr* 



HO W old may FhylKs Be, jm alk> 
Whofe beauty thus all hearts engages?! 
'J o anfwer is no eafy talk*: 
For fhc has really two ages* 

Stiff in brocard^ and plncbM ih ftajs ;; 

Her patches, paint, and jewds~€»n y 
All day let enry iriew her face ; 

And Phyllis is ^ut twenty one». 

Paint, patchest jewels laid afide#- 

At night aftrononiers agree, 
The evening has the day belyM ; 

And Phyllis is fome for4y»t)ire«» 



: Forma tonum fragik^ 

WHAT a frail thing is beauty^ fays Baron h*Cn0^ 
Perceiving his miftrefs had one eye of glals; 
And fcarcelf had lie fpoke k ; 
When (he more conEus'd, as more a«gry &e grcw^. 
By a negligent rage prov'i tbe maadqs coo true s 
She 4ropt |he eye^ and MkB it. 



^ 
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^ critical moment: 

HOW capricious were nature ftod art to poor 
Nell? ' 

Sbc was paiotiog. her cheeks at the timeber nifc felt. 

• ., • 

AN EPIGRAM. 
Writ tea t$ the Duke de NoAitLES.* 

VA IN xht concern which y6u exprefs, . 
That uncallM Alard will poflcfs 
Your houfe aad coach both day and nighti 
And that Macbeth was haunted lefs 
By Banquo*s relllefs fpright. 

With fifteen thoufand pounds a«yearj 
Do you complain yoa^cannot bear 

An ill^ you may foon recrie?e ?' 
Good Alard) faith, is modefter 

By much than you beliere. 

Lend him btit fifty Louis' d'or ; 
And yon (ball never fee him more: 

Take the advice : probatum eft. 
Why do the gods indulge our ftore^ 

But to fccure our reft ? 
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EPILOGUE TO PHAEDRA. 
Spoken by Mrs, Oldvibld, vtho aEttdliUJ&Hk, 

LADIESf to-night your pity I implore^. 
For one who nctcn trOttbled yeu before ^ 
An Oxford mm extremely read in Greek, 
Who from Euripides mates Phaedra fpeak ; 
And comes to town, tor let us modernt know^ 
How women lov'd two tbpufand yeara ago. 

If that be all, faid' I, e'en burn your pUy : 
Fgad ! we know all that, as well as they :. 
i)how us the youthful, handfome charioteer. 
Firm xn bis feat, and running hia career \ 
Our fouls would kindJe with, as gen.'rous. flameSf* 
AsVer infpir'd t%e antient Grecian dames: 
EvVy Ifmena would refign her bread ; 
And ev'ry dearHyppolytus be bleft. 

But, as- it is» fix. flouncing Flanders mare& 
Are e^en as good, aa any two Gf theirs,. 
And if Hippolytus can but contrire 
To buy the gilded chariot ; John can drive^ 

Kow of the buftle you have feen to-day,^ 
And Phaedra's morals in this fcholar's play^ 
Something at leaft in JuQlce (hould be faid : 
But this Hippolytus for fills one's head— — - 
Well I Phaedra liv'd as chaftely as ihe couM \ 
For (he was father Jove's own flefti and blood.. 
Her aukward lore indeed was oddly fated : 
She and her Poly were too near related t 
And yet that fcruple had been laid afide-^ 
If honed Thefeus had but fairly dy'd: 
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But when be came, what needed he ta knov» 

Bui that all- matters ftood in (latipquo ? 

There was no'harnri yotriee, or grant there were : 

She might want conduft ; but he wanted care. 

'Twas in a hufband littte left th^n rude. 

Upon hi» wife's retirement to intrude—— 

He ihould have fent a night or ewe before, ' 

That he would come eza£t at fnch an hour : : 

Then he had tom'd all tragedy to jeft ; 

Found evVf thing contribute to his red ; 

The pici|uet friend difmifsVl, the coaft dl'ckar^. 

And fpoufe alone iropatienc for her dear. 

But if thefe gay reflexions come too latey 
To keep the guilty Phaedra from hei fate ; 
If your more ferious judgment muft condemit * 
The dire eflPeds of her unhappy flame : 
Yet) ye chafte roatronsi and ye render fairy . 
Let l^e and innocence engage your care : 
Myfpotlefs flames to your protection take \ ; 
And fpare poor Phaedra fbr Ilmen^s fake.: 



BFILOGUE TO LUCIUS- 
Spoken by Mr. HoRTOKk 

THE female author ^ho-reckes to-day^ 
Truds to her fex.^hee merit of her play< 
Like father Bayea fecurely &e fits down : 
Fit) box and gallery^ Gad I all's our own. 
In antient .Greece) (he fays, when Sappho writ| 
By their applaufe the critics (how'd their wit, . 

B6 
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Thcy tHn*d thtit voices to hex Ij/tic fifing ; 
Tbo' they coald all dp fpmetbivg taor^c than ilng^J 
• Q^c oac es^cfption to xbh (slQl wc find h 7 

That Jsooby Phapa paly was i^nlu^d^ C 

An ill-bred boat*aa^o rovghas waves and win4* ^ 
From Sap|iho down tbro' all fucf^e^edjng »ges« 
And ncMv on Frwoh or on It^li^n fiagf^» 
Rough iatires, iljr remarksy ill-natur'd fpeech^s^ 
Are always aim'd s^ poet« that wear breeches* 
Af m'd with Longinuii or with {lapiQf no man 
Drew a Aafp pea upon a nailed wpn^an* 
The bluft'ring bujly in onr neighbViog ftreeu 
Scorns to attack the female that he meetf : 
Fearlefs the petticoat conterons his frowns : 
The hoop fecures whatever it furrounds. > 

The many-colour'd gentry there above^ 
By turns are rui'd by tumult^ and by ]eve« 
And while the.i; fweet^hearts their ^tentioa .fi^i^ 
Sufpend tbe din of their d^iinn'd clattering fticks* 
Now, Sirs——— . 

To you our author makes her foft requeft, 
Who fpeak the kindeft, and who write the beft. 
Your fyippathetic hearts ihe hopes to moT|e,i 
From tender friendfhip, and endearing love. 
If Petrarch's mufe did Laura's ^itrefaekrfe^ 
And Cowley flatter'd dear Orinda's verfe ; 
She hopes from you— pox fake her hopes and fears > 
I plead her fex's claim : what Qiatters her^s i - 
By our full pow'r of beauty we think fit. 
To damn this Salique law imposed on wit : 
We'll try the empire yotvfo long have boafted | 
And if we arc not praifAu we'll not be toafted* 
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AppT&ft what one of us prefents to ntgfat ; 
Or cif'rj mortal woman here (hall write t 
Rttrali pathetic, narrative^ AibUme, 
Well write to you, and make you write in iliime \/ 
Female remarks -Aati uke up at) your time. y. 

Tour time, poor fouls ! wt:'ll'take your very money* 
Female third day$ (ball come fo thick upon ye. 
As long as we have eyes, or bands, or breathe 
We'll look, or write, or talk you all to death* 
Unlefs ye yield for better and for worfe : 
Then the ihe-Pegafus Ihall gain the coarfe ; 
And the grey mare ihall prove the better horfe. 



Ths Thief and tbi CokdelisRi a ^A'Li.ku^ 

To the tune ^f King John and the Ajbot 
9f Canterbuht. 

WHO has e*cr been at Paris, muft needs know 
the Greve, 
The fatal retreat of the unfortutiate brave : 
Where honour and juftice moft odly contribute^ 
To eafe hero's paina by a halter and gibbet. 
Dirry doiva, drwrtf bey derry down. 

[on ; 
There death breaks the (hackles, which force had put 
And the hangman compleats what the judge but be* 

gun: 
There the Yquire of the pad and the knight of the poft, 
Find their pains no more balk'dy and their hopes no 
Derry down% &c* [more croft. 



|« POEM & 

Great claims are. there, made,, and great fecrets ape 

knowa ; . 
And the kingi and the law^^and the thief has his owni 
But my: hearers cry out ; what a duce doft thou ail ^ 
Cut off thy refieflions \ and g^ve us thy, tale*. 
i*^. Dcrry damUf &c. 

/Twas there then, in civil refpcft to harfli laws,. 
And for want of falfe witnefs, to back. a badcaufe^-. 
A Norman, tho' late, was oblig'd to appear; 
And who to afllfly but a grave Cordelier L 
Derry.dawUf &c« 

The 'fquire whofe good grace was to open thcfcenc^ 
Seem'd not in great hafte^ that the (how fiiould begiv: 
Now fitted the halter, now travcrs'd the cart % 
And^ftsi^ took* leave ; hut was loth to departs 
Derry dowriy &c. 

W4iat frightens you thus, my good fon? fays the 
prieft : 

You murder'd,.are forry, and have been -conieft. 
O fathcf I my forr»w wiU fcarcefave my baoon : . 
For 'twas not that I murder'd, iut that I wariaken* 
Derry dawn^ &x;. 

Pugh ! pr'ythce ne'er trouble thy head with foch' 
fancies : 

Rely on the aid you fliall have from Saint Fraacis ; 
If the money you promis'd be brought to the cheft j, . 
You have only to die : kt the church do the xeBu 
Dirry dawn, &c, . 



t 



?^ (> E: fti S-^ 3|[ 

And what will folks fay, if they fee you afraid ; 
It refled^ upon me j.-as^I knew not my trade: 
Conrage, friend t to-day is your period of forrow ^ 
And things will go i^etter^ believe me^ to»m9rro«r» 
Dcf^ry down, &p» 

To-morrosv ! our hero repfy^^d in- a fright : 
He thatV bang'd before noon|. ought to think.of f^ 

night. 
Tell your bead8» quoth the prieft» and be fairly trufs'd 
for you furely to-night (halt in Paxiadife fup. Qup« 
Derry dawn^ &c* 

* 

Alas ! quoth the fquire». however fihnptuous the 
treaty . ' 

Parbkv}^ I (hall, have little (lomach to eat i 
I fliould therefore efteem it great favour and grace ) 
Would you be fo kind aS' to go la my place.^ 
Derry dawn% &c«- 

That I wouU| q,uoth the fathefi and thank you ta 

boot : 
But oiu- anions, you know, with our duty muft fuit» 
The feaft, I proposM to you^ I cannot tafle : 
For this night, by our orderj is markM for a. fad. ^ 

Derry dowtt^ &c. 

Then turning about to the hangman, be (aid v 
Difpatch me, I pr'ythee, this troublefome blade t 
For thy cord,, and my cord both equally tie ; 
And we live by the gold for which other men die» 
Derry down^ &c. 
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St et quicunque volet patent' 

jfulae cutmine lubricoy &c* Sene^. 

INTER'D beneath this marble ftoncf 
Lie faunt'fing Jick, and idl^ Joan. 
While rolling thFcefcoFC years and one 
DM round this globe their courfes runi-, 
IF human things wene ill or well : 
If changing empires rofe or fell;. 
The morning pa(l| the evening came^ 
iVnd found this couple ftilltbe fame. 
They walk'd and eat, good folks : what then il 
Why then they walkM and eat again : 
They foundlyflcpt the night away r 
They juft did nothing all the day : 
And having buryM children four, 
Would not take pains to try for more: 
Nor finer either had, nor brother i 
They feem*d juft tally'd for each others 
fgy Their moral and occonomy- 
Moft perfeflly they made agree : 
Each virtue kept its proper boundy 
Nor trefpafs'd on the other's ground. 
Nor fame, nor cenfuie they regarded: 
They neither puni(b*d, ijor rewarded. 
He car'd not wbaikhe footman did : 
Her maids (he neither praises nox chid : 
So ev'ry fervant took his courfe ; 
And bad it firft, they all grew worfe. 
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Slbthf 111 diforder £U'd hh JUhU v 
And flutti(h pknty iki^k'd her tabic* 
Their. facer ^m ftrotig4 their wme wtt Port|, 
Their mt»l was.large-^ their grace wmb fboiU 
They gave the poor the remnant n^eaty 
J^d when it grew not fit to eat. 

They paid the ^ucch and pariA ratef» 
And took, but read not the receipt : 
Sor which they claim their Sunday 'js dae» 
Of flumb'fingjn an upper pew. 

No man's defe^ fov^tth^j t9 know^; 
So never made themfelves a^ foe^ 
No mauls >ff»t deedi dM ffacf > jcommeod^*. 
So never rais'd themfelvea a friend. 
Noc i^icrifliM tbey peiaiion6 poor ; v 

That niigttt decreafe their prefeht ftore. 
Nor barn nor houfe did they repair ;^ 
That might Migc their Imure hein 

They neither added, nor confounded ^, 
They neither Wanted, nor abounded. 
Each CbriAmas rtiey aceountadid clear ;r, 
And wound didr bottom round Ait year* 
Nor tear, nor fmilc did they imploy 
At news of gublic grief, or joy. 
When beHs were rung, and bonfires madcf; 
If alk'd,< they ne'er deny'd their aid : 
Their jugg was to the^ ringers carry 'd y. 
Whoever either dyfd> •r marry'd. ^ 
Their bi^et at the fire was found | 
Who ever was deposed, or crtown!d. 

Nor good, nor bad, nor fools, nor vritk^ 
They wovld not leatfn,. nor could advife ; 



t 

Without love, batrtfct^ jofy-cr feari 
They led— a kindof—- as it were: * * 
Nor wifli^d, nor carM» nor ]augh'(h,*nor cry'd $: 
And fo^they liv'di ami fo they dy'd. 
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Sepiirmus, ClauJi, mmmm sateUipi um$^ 
ifuantt me facias^ 9k. 

I'M I TAT £ D. 

To the Itigbt H^iwurabU Mr* Haelbt^ 

DEAR Dicky however it oomea into his hcacf^ 
BelieFes as firmly- as^ he does^ktscreedf.. 
That you and I, Sir^ are extremely great ^ 
Tho* I plain Mat^ you miniftcr §f ft ate ^ ''"• 

One word front me^ wiihoot all doi^bt^ he fay$^ . 
' WouM fix his fortune in«ibme little place* 
Thus better than myfelF, it fcemsy ht knows^ 
How far my incereft with my patron goes v 
And anfweriflg all obje£lions 1 can make^. I 

Still plunges deeper in his dear miftake. 

From this wild fancy, Sir, there may procied> 
One wilder yet, which I fosefice,, and dreads * 

That I, in fa£l|. a real intereft have,., j 

Which to my own advantage I. wouM fave^ 
And, with the ufual courtier's. trick, intendh. 
To ferve myfelf, forg^etful of my friend. 

To (hun this cenfure, I all Ihame lay by i 
And make mj reaipa with .^is wiU Qo«i{ly %^ 
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'Hi&ping for my cxcufe, 'ttrill be confeft^ .. ^ . 
That of'twd eVils I haTe thpk the feaft^ 
So« S&, with thiv epiftohry (brotf. 
Receive the partner of my^ inmoft^oul r 
Him' yoa will ihid in letters, and in lawd^ 
Not unexperti ^fif m to his country's caufe^ r 

Warrn^ in the glorious mtefeit yod purfue,. 
And) ih 6ne'Word^> good man and a true*. , ^ 



Z^ Mr. HlB:liBT» waurufoct hy G 0'i 8 Ci^It.'i>y 
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.Pukit o^cs mtimumfte firro^ - Km» 

. 9 * ' • 

• •• » ... 

IN piie great JViJ-u;, fuperior to an age,* ' 
Tfie^lextremes of uaturc's force we findr 
How heavenly virtue can- e^lt:. or i;age, -^ ,. 
« Infernal, how degrade the human, mind. 

While the fierce monk does at his trial (land ^ 
' He dfifew« Revenge, abjuring- his offence : - 
Guile in his tongue» and murther in. his hand]^ 
He ftabs^ bis judge, to proue his innocence. 

The guilty ftcoke and torture of the ileel 

Infixed, our dauntlefs Briton Ccarce perceives^r 

The wounds bis country from bis death muft feeV 
%\Lt.Patrkt<wns (be tbofe alone be gjriexea« 



^ F or F M 

The barbarous rage tbat diurft attempt tby Kfct 

Harle^ great counfellovt ^steiuis thy fame t. 
And the (harp point of cruel GuiCcard'« kaifei 

In brafs and marble carvea thj^ deathkb aaoae. 

V. 
faithful aflertor of thy oountry'6 caafet 

Britain with tears (hall bathe thy glorioua wound i 
She for thy fafety (hall enlarge her law^; 

And ia her ftatutes (hall thy worth be found* 

"Set ^midft hcT figba Ihtf tritunpfaii 9U tke hakdi 

Refled^ing^ tbat diffus!d the public woc}, 
A ftrangerto her altars, and her land ; 

No fon of hers could nieditate this blow* 

V«. • 
Mean tiine thy. pain U gracious Anna^i carevi . 

Our queen, our faint^ with facrificing brcatfar> 
Softens thy angui(K^ in her powerful pray'r 

She pleads thy fervicei and forbids thy djt^th* 

vni. 

@reat aa thou art, thou canft demand no niore» 
O breaft bewail'd by earthy preferV'd by HeaVn t' 

Ho higher can afpiring virtue foar : 

Snough to thee of griefi aad fame is ffwask^ 



. ( 
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An EXTEMFaRE TN7ITATI0N TO THE ElEL Ct9| 

OXFORD, Lord aiOH teeasurbe, 17x2* 

MrT LOEDt . 

OU R weekly^ iiriends to^nofcow meet 
At MattbewV palace^ la Dttle-ftrcet# 
To try for once, if tbcf caa dine 
On bacon-liam, 9n'd mutt^a-chifte : 
If weary^d witfa the great afiairs,; 
Which Britain tru/ls. to Barley'^ carea» 
Thou, 'humbleQ: fiateixnan, may'ft defben^ 
Thy mind one moment to uabenii.; 
To fee tbyfervant from his foul 
Crown with thy hcalibthe fprigbfly howl4 
Among the gu^fts, which e'er my boufe 
Receiv'd, it never jcan produce 
Of honour a more glorious proof- 
Tho' J^Artet us'd xo blefstbe roof. 



£elji ROBERT's^ Mi;c:e« 

■ 

In Chauxer's Styh. 

TTAY mice, full blythe^aiid amicabk;^ 
Batten bcfide Erie Robert'^ table*. 
Lies there ne trap their necks, to catcby. 
Ke old black cat their (leps to watch. 
Their fill they eat of fowl and fi(b| 
f eaft lyche .as heart of moufe more mQiu 
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As ^efts fat Jovial at the board, 
Tortfa lea^d our mice : eftfoons the LorA 
Of Biding, whilome John the Saint» 
Who iriaketh oft propos {till queint, 
LaugbM jocund, and aloud he cry'd^ 
To Matthew feated on t^oth* fide ; 
To thee, lean bard, it doth partaitl 
To underftand thefe creatureg tweine. ' 
Come frame us now'fome 4clear devit;e9 
Or playfant rhimc on yonder micei 
Tbey feem^ God ftield me, Mirt. and Charley 
Bad as Shr Topaz, or Squfre 'Qdarles 

(Matthew did for the nonet reply) 
At emblem, or device am I : 
But could I <:haunt, of rlryme, pardie;, 
Clear as Qah Chaucer, or as thee : 
Ke.verfc from n*c (fo God mcfcrive) 
One moufe, or other beaft alive. Ml 

Cerlcs, I have thefe many days ^^ 

Sent myne poetic herd to graze. 
Ne armed knight yd red in war 
With lyon fierce will I compare i 
Ne judge 4itiju(l, with furred' foXf 
Harming in fecret guife the flocks :: 
Ne pried unwocth of goddefs coat^ 
To fwine ydrunk, or filthy ftoat. 
Elk fimilc farewell for aye. 
From elephant, I trow, to flea. 
Reply'd the frifendHke peer, I weene, 
Matthew is angrcd on the fpleen. 
Ne fo, quoth Mat." ne fhall be e*er. 
With wit tb«t falleth all fo iair : 



I 
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SftfoonSi well weet ye, mine intent 
Boweth to your <^omn>andemcnt9 
if by thefe creatures ye have feen^ 
Foartrayed Charles and Matthew been) 
Behoveth neet to wreck my braini 
The reft iti order to explain* 

That cup-board, where the mice diSp9Vtf 
I liken to * St. Stephen's court : 
Therein js^pace enough, I trow, 
For elk comrade to come and goe t 
And therein eke may both be fed 
With (hiver of the wheaten bread. 
And when, as tbefe mine eyne furvey. 
They ceafe to (kip, and fqueak and play; 
Return they may to different cella. 
Auditing one, whilft t'other Teils. 

Dear Robert, quoth -the Saints whofe mind, 
In I)OURteoiis deeds no mean can bind ^ 
Now as I hope to grow-devout, 
I deem this matter well made eut> 
Laugh I, whilfl thus I ferious pray ? 
Let that be wrought which Mat. doth fay ; 
Y^a, quoth the Krlb^ but not to-day. 

Jn 4be farm Style* 

FULL oft doth Mat. with Topaz dine, 
fiateth bak'd meats, drinketh Greek wine j 
But Topaz his own werke rebearfeth; 
And Mat. mote praife what Topaz veifetb* 

* EtcLequeTm . 
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Now fure as prie(Vdid e^er (brite finnec» 
JFull hardly earneth Jff at. his dinner. 

Jrr the fame Style* 

AIR Sufan did her wif-^ede well mainteiney 
Algates aflaulted ibre by letchours tweine : 
Now, and I read anght that auncient fong, 
Olde were theparamourS} the dame full young* 

Had thilke fame tale in other guife been tolde4 
Had they been young (pardie) and (he boen olde : 
That, by St. Sit, had wrought much forer tryal} 
^ull marveillous, I wote^ wore fwilk deny al- 

A Flo w £11 pairrted iy Simon Vab^blst. 

WHEN fam'd Varelft this little wonder drcw^ 
Flora vouchfaf M the growmg work^o vicw^ 
S'iiiding the painter's ficience at a (land, 
The goddefs fnatch'd the pencil from his hand $ 
And finifliing the.:piece» (he fmUing faid: 
Sehold one work of mine, that ne'er' (hall fade. 

To tie Lady Elizabeth. Ha&let, fince Mar» 
chionefi of Ca&ua&then, on a column of 'her 

WHEN future ages (hall with wonder view 
Thefe glorious lines, which Harley's daiigh* 
ter drew ; 
They ihall confefs that Britain could not ratfe 
A fairer colttom to^ihe father^s .praife* 
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T'ROTOCENES A K 1> ApELLEB. 

HEN poets wrote, and paintjcrs dreWf 
As. nature pointed out the yiew^ 
JUre Gothic forms were known in GreecCf 
To (poll the weil-praportionM piece : 
And in ourverfeere monkiih rhimes 
Had jangl'd their fantadic chimes: 
Ere on the flow'ry lands of Rhodes 
Thofe knights had fixM their dull abodesp 
Who knew not much to paint or writOf 
Nor car'dto pray, nor darM to fight : 
Frotogenes, hiftorians note, 
Xiv'd there, a burgefs fcot and lot ; 
And, as old Pliny's writings (how> 
' ^ Apelles did the fame at Co* 

Agreed thefe points of time and placOf 
i Proceed we in the prefent caff. 
PiquM by Protogcnes*6 fame, 
From Co to Rhodes A:pelles came^ 
To fee a rival and « friend, 
PreparM to cenfure, or commend, 
Here to abfolve, and there obje£l, 
As art with candor might dire£t* 
He, fails, he lands, Jbecomes^ he rings:; 
His fervants follow with the things : 
Appears the governante of the boufe>: 
For fuch in Greece were much in uic>: 
If young or handfome, yea or no> 
Concerns not mcj or thee to know* 
Vogu. 11. C 
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Docs 'Squire Protogcnca live here* , 
Tc8, Sir, fays (he with gracious aic, 
.And curt'fcylow; but juft callM out 
By lords peculiarly dcvout-j 
Who came on purpofc, Sir, to borrow 
Our Venus, for the feaft to-morrow. 
To grace the church : "'tis Venus' day : 
4 hope, Sir, you intend to (lay, 
To fee our Veaus : ^i« the piece 
The rood renownM throughout all Greece^ 
So like th' original, they fay, 
But I have no great (kill that way. 
But, Sir, at fix ('tis now paft three) 
Dromo muft make my mailer's tea: 
At fix, Sir, if you pleafc to come. 
You'll find my mafter. Sir, at home. 

Tea, fays a critic ^ig with laughter^ 

Was found fome twenty ages after : 
Authors, before they write, Oiou'd read, 
^ris very true : but we'll proceed. 

And, Sir, at prefcnt wou'd jou pleafc 

To leave your name fair maiden, yes. 

Reach mc that board. No fooiter fpoke 
But done. With cMie judicious ftrokc, 
On the plain ground Apelle* diew 
A circle regularly true ; ' . , • 

And will you ple;^fe* fweet heart, faid he. 
To (hew your mafter this from me ? 
"iSy It he prcfcntly will know, ' 

iiQW painters write their names at Co. 

He gave the pannel to the rtiaid. 
Smiling and curtYing, Sir, Ihc faid^ 
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1 (hall not fail to tell my mafler : 
And Sir, for fear of all difafter 
rii keep it my own felf : fafe bind. 
Says the old proverb, and fafe find. 
So, Sir, as fur« as key or lock-^ 



Your fervant Sir— —at fix o'clock* 

Again at fix Apelles came ; 
Found the fame prating civil dame. 
Sir, that my matter has been here^ 
Will by the board it&lf appear. 
If from the perfeA line he founds 
He has -prefum'd to fwell the^rouadp 
Or colours on the draught to lay 4 
Tis thus (he orderM me to fay) 
Thua write the painters of this ifle>: 
Let thofe of Co remark the ftyle* 

She laid ; and to his hand reftor'd 
The rival pledge, the mtflive board. 
Upon the happy- line were laid 
Such obvious light, and cafy (hade^ 
l%at Paris' apple fiood confeftt 
Or Leda^s egg, or Cloe's bread. 

Apelles view'd the fini{h'd piece; 
And livet faid be» the arts of Greece ! 
Howe'er ^Proti^enes and I 
May in our rival talents vie j 
Howe'er our works. may have e:(prefs'd^ 
Who trucft drew, or colourM bcft j 
When be beheld my flowing line i 
He found at lead J could defign: 
And from his artful round, I grant» 
That he with perfcA ikill can paint. 
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The dulled Cenhis cannot fail 
To £nd the moral of my ule : 
That the diRinguifli'd part of men^ 
With xompafe) penoil, fword, or pen« 
Shou-d in life-fl vifit leave their naaie;^ 
In charadlerSf which may proclaim^ 
That they with ardor ftrove to raife 
At once their art«» and country's praife i 
And in their worJung took great':care» 
That all was full» and round, and fsor. 

DeMOCRITUS AMD YlUJBihCLirVm* 

DEM0<:RiTn«, dear droll^ revifit earth, 
And with oar foIHes glut thy he^hteni'd mirth: 
Sad Heraclitus, feriovs wretch, return, 
In louder grief our greater crimes to mourn* 
Between you both I unconcerp'd (land t^ : 
Hurt, can I laugh ^ and honeft, need I cryi 

Tor my own Tbmijlon^* 

TO me^twas giv'n to die: to thee "'twas gi?*a 
To live: alas! one moment fets us ev^a. 
Mark! how impartial is the will of Hea?^n ? 

4 

GujiLT^RUs DiNisTOMtJS ad Amicos.* 

DUM ftudeo fungi Silkntis munere vitie, 
Adfefkoque viam fedibus Elyiiis, 
Ar£toa florens fophia, Samiifique fuperbttt 
Difcipulis, antmas morte carcrc cano* 
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Has ego corporibos profugas ad fidera^ mkto ^ 

Sideraque ingrdEs otia blanda dko ; 
Qualia conveniunt divis, queis fata Folebaot 

Vital faciies mollker ire vias: 
Vinaque coeHcoiis media inter gaudia libo ^ 

£t me quid majus fufpicor efTe viro* 
Sed fuerinc nulli forfan, quos fpondeoi coeli ^ 

Nullaqne fint Dicis numioat nulla Jovis. 
labula (it terris agitur (pite vita relidlis } 

Quii^ue fuperfte8| homo; qui nihili efto Dent. 
Attamen efie hilares, ec inanes mittere curaa 

ProderiC} ac vitae commoditate fruiy 
Et foftos agitalie diest aevique fugncis 

Tempora perpetais detinuifle jodsb 
Bis me parentem praeceptis occupec orciiSf 

£t mors ; feu divum> feu nihil efle Telic : 
Nam. fophia ars ilia e(t| qpae fallere fuaviter boraa 

Admoneti atque orci non cimuifle minas. • 

IMITATED. 

STuDioirv tbe bufy moments to deceirei 
That fleet between the cradle and the grare^ 
I credit what the Grecian dictates fay, 
And Samian founds o'er Scotia's hills convey-. 
When mortal man refigns^his transient breath-; 
The body only I give o'er to death, 
Tbe parts diflblv'd, and broken frame I mourn : 
What came from earth, I fee tO: earth return* 
The immaterial part, th' aetfaereal foul, 
Hat can change vanqulfh, nor can death controuL 

C 3 
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Glad I releafe it from its partner's cares ; 
And |)i4 good angels waft it to the Aars. 
Then in the flowing bowl I drown thofe fighs^ 
Which, fpight of wifdom, from our weaknefs riCcL 
The draught to the dead's* mem'fy I commend. 
And offer to the now immortal friend. 
But if opposed to. what my thoughts approve^ 
Nor Pluto's rage there be, nor pow'r of Jorc v 
On its dark (ide if thou the pFofpe£l take ; 
Grant all forgot beyond black Lethe's lake :. 
In total death fuppofe the mortal Ii<e, 
Ke new hereafter, nor a future (ky : 
Tet bear thy lot content *, yet ceafe to grieve : 
Whyj ere death eomes» deft thou forbear to liye i' 
The little tim€ thou haft, 'twixt inftant n^Ki 
And fate's approach^ is alktbc gods aHow ;. 
And of this little haft thou oughrto fpare 
To fad refleAioa, and corroding care i 
The moments paft, if thou art wife> retrieve 
With pleafant mem'ry of the blifs ihey gave* 
The pleafant hours in prefent mirth employ,. 
And bribe the future with the hopes of joy^ 
The future (few or more, howe'er they be) 
Were deftin'd erft \ nor can by fate's decree 
Be now cut off, betwixt the grave and thee. 

Tbi jirjl Ht MN (/ Callx mach u s 

to J U P I T E^R, 

WHILE we to Jove fele^ the holy vi£lim» 
Whom apter (hall we Ong, than Jove himfelfj 
The god for ever greati for ever king ; 
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Who (lew the earth*born race» and meafures right 
Tohcar'n's great habitants i DI£Uean hearell thou . 
More joyfu], or Lycaean», long difpute 
And various thought has trac'd. On Idamounty. 
Or Difte, (ludious of his countryfs praife. 
The Cretan boafts thy natal place ; but oft 
He meets reproof defer v'd: for. the prefumptooot 
Has built a tomb for thee» who-never koow'ft 
To die, but liy'ft the fame to-day and ever. 
Arcadian therefore be thy birth : gceat Rhea 
Pregnant to high Parrhaiia's cliffs retired. 
And wild LycaeuS) black with fliading pines y 
Holy retreat ! Sithence no female hitherj 
Confcious of focial love and nature's rites. 
Mud dare approach, from the inferior reptile- 
XoKToman, form divine. There the bleft^parent 
TTngirt her fpacious bofom, and difcharg'd [fprin^ 
The pondVous birth : ihe fought the neighb'rin|^ 
To waQi the recent babe ; in vain : Arcadia^ 
(However dreamy.) now aduft and dry, 
DenyM the goddefs water*: where. deep.Melas^. 
And rocky Gratis flow, the chariot fmoak!d< 
Obfcure with riling duft : the thirfly traveler 
In Taia requirM the current, then imprifon'd i. 
In f ubterraneous caverns : forefts grew 
Upon the barren hollows, high o'erfliadlng 
The haunts of fav^p beads,, where now Iaon>. 
And Erimantb incline their friendly ucns^ 

Thou too, Dearth, great Rhea* faid, bring forth;; 
And (hort fhail be thy pang^ : Qie laid ; and higb 
She rear'd her arm, and with her fceptre druck 
The yaT7fiin£ cliff; from its difparted height^ 
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t 

Adown the mount the gulhing torrent rani 

Ani cfaearM the valleys : there the heai^'nly motller 

Bathed, mighty king, thy tender limbs: ihe wrapt thentr 

In purple bands : (he gzve the precious pledge 

To prudent Neda, charging her to guard thee^. 

Careful and fecret: Neda of the nymphs 

That tended the great birtb, next Philyre 

And Styx, the eldeft. Smilkig (he received thee^ 

And confcious of the grace, abfolvM her truft ;: 

Not unrewarded ; (ince the river bore 

The fav'rite viigin^s name : fair Neda rowli 

By Leprion's ancient walls, a fruitful ftreanu 

Faft by the flow'ry bank the fons of Areas, 

Fav'rites of Heaven, with happy care prote£fc 

Their fleecy charge ;, and joyous drink her wave* 

Thee, God, to Cno(ru9 Neda brought : the nymffat^ 
And Corybantes thee their facred charge 
Received : Adrafte rockM thy golden cradle u 
The goat, now bright amidft her fellow ftars^. 
Kind Amalthea^ reach'd her teat diftent 
With milk, thy early food : the feduloua^ bee 
DiftillM her honey on thy purple lips. 

Aroand the fierce Curetes O'X'der folemn 
To thy foreknowing mother I) trod tumultuous 
Their my (lie dance, and clangM their founding arms ^ 
Induftrious with the warlike din to quell 
Thy infant cries, and mock the ear of Saturn. 
Swift growth and wond'rous grace, O hea?'nly J.ove^ 
Waited thy blooming years : inventive wit. 
And perfect judgment crown'd thy youthful aft. 
That Saturn's fons receivM the threefold empire 
Of heav'n, of ocean> and deep bell beneatb« 
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Ms tlie dark urn and chance of lot determined, 
Old poets mention, fabling. Things of moment 
Well nigh equivalent and neigfab'ring value 
By lot are parted : but high Heav'n, thy (hare^. 
In equal balance laid 'gainft fea or hell} 
Tlings up the adverfe fcalie, and (huns proportion* 
Wherefore not chance, but pow'r> above thy brethrcir 
Exalted thee, their king. When thy great mil 
Commands thy chariot forth ; impetuous (Irengtb^ 
And fiery fwiftnefs wing the rapid wheelsi- 
Ifeiceflant ; high the eagle flies before thee. 
And oh ! as I and mine eonfult thy augur». 
Grant thy glad omen ; let thy fav'rite rife 
Propitious, ever foaring from the right. 

Thou to the lefler gods haft well affign'd 
Their proper (hares of pow'r : thy own, great Jdvej^ 
Bouhdlefs and untverfal, thofe who labour 
The fweaty forge, who edge the crooked fcythe# 
Bend ftubbom fteeK and harden gieening armor, 
Aeknowledge Vulcan's aid^ The early hunter 
BleflTes Diana's hand, who leads him fafe 
O'er hanging oliffis ; who fpreads his net fuccefsful^. 
And guides the arrow through the panther's heart* 
The foldier from fuccefsful camps returning, 
With laurel wreath'd, and rich with hoftile fpoil. 
Severs the bull to Mars. The (kilful bard. 
Striking the Thracian harp, invokes Apollo,. 
To make his hero and faimielf immortal. 
Thofe, mighty Jove, mean time, thy glorious care^ 
Who model nations, publifh laws, announce 
Or life or death, and found or change the empire. 
Man owns the pow'r of kings j and kings of Jove. 

e s 
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And as their aflions tend fubordinate 
Tp what thy will defigns, thou giv'ft the means 
Proportioned to the work ; thou feeft inipartialy 
How they thof& means employ. Each monarch rules 
His different realm» accountable to thee* 
Great ruler of the world : thefe only have 
To fpeak and be obeyM : to thofe are giv*A 
Affiftant days to ripen the deiign ; 
To foroe whole months } revohing years to fome ; 
Others, ill-fated are condemn'd to toil 
Their tedious lifCf and mourn their purpofc blafted 
With fruitlcfs a£l, and impotence of council. 

Hail ! greateft fon of Saturn, wife difpofer 
Of ev'ry good : thy praife what man yet bqrn 
Has fung ? or who that may be born (hall Gng ? 
Again, and often hail ! indulge our prayer, 
Great father I grant us virtue, grant .us wealth : 
For without virtue, wealth to man avails not % 
And virtue without wealth exerts lefs pow'r^ 
And lefs diff'ufes good. Then grant us, gracious^ 
Virtue and wealth j for both are of thy gift* 

Tie fecond Htmn tf Callimach0s ta 

Apollo. 

HAH! how the laurel, great Apollo's tree, • 
And all the cavern (hakes ! far off*, far ofT^ 
The man that is unhallow'd : for the God, 
The God approaches. Hark! he knocks; the gates 
Feel the glad impulfe : and the feverM bars 
fiubmillive clink againft their brazen portals. 
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Why do the Delian palms incline their boughs/ 
Self-movM : and hov'ring fwans, their throats released 
Erom native filencey carol founds harmonious? 

Begiut young men^ the hymn : let all your harps 
Break their inglorious filence ; and 'the dance^ 
In myftic numbers trod, explain the mufic. 
But firft by ardent prayVi and dear luftration< 
Purge the contagious fpots of human weaknefs t 
Impure no mortal can behold Apcrfio. 
So may ye flour i(h favour^ by the God, 
In. youth with happy nttpdals» and in age , 

With filvcr hairs, and fair defcent of children ; , 
So lay foundations for afpiring citiesy 
And blefs your fpreading colonies' iencreafe. . 

Pay facred rcv'rcnce to ApoUoVfehg ; . 
Left wrathful the far-ihooting God emit 
His fatal arrows. Silent nature (lands ^ ; 
And feas fubfide, obedient to the found i 
Of lo, lo Pean ! nor dares Thetts 
Longer bewail her loVd Achilles^- death : - 
For Phoebus was his foe. Nor muft fad Niobo ' 
In fruitlefs forrow perfcrcre, or weep ^ 
£v'n thro' the Phrygian marble.' Haplefs mother ! 
Whofe fondnefs could compare her mortal ofFspring ' 
To thofe which fair Latona bore to Jqye. 
lo 1 again repeat ye, lo Pean ( * 

Againft the Deity ^tis hard to ftrive. 
He that refiAs the pow'r of Ptolemyr 
Refifts t^ pow'r of heav*n : for pow'r from heav*n 
Derives; and monarchs rule by gods appointed. 

Recite Apollo's praife, tiU night dr»ws on^ 
The ditty Aill unfinfifli'd ; and the day 

C 6 
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Unequal to the Godbead's attributes 
Various^ and matter copious of your fongs. 
Sublime at Jore's right hand Apollo fit^t 
And thence diftributes honour^ gracious king,. 
And theme of verfe perpetual. From his robe 
Flows light ineffable : his barp^ his quiver, 
And LiAian bow are gold t with golden fandal^ 
His feet are (hod ; how rich ! how beautiful l* 
Beneath his fteps the jelloW min'ral rifes ; 
And earth reveals her creafures* Touth and beautf^ 
Eternal deck his cheek : from bis £air head 
Perfumes diftil their fweets i and chearful Mealth^ 
His duteous handmaid^ through the air improv'd^ 
Wkh lavifli band diffufes fcents ambroflal. 

l*he fpear-man'iB arm by thee, great God, dire£^ed^ 
Sends forth a certain wound. The laureFd bard^ 
lnfpi>r'd by thee, compofes verfe immortal. 
Taught by thy art divine,^ the fage phyficiaa 
Eludea the urn v and chains, or exiles death. 

Thee Nomian we adore ; for that from heaven 
Defcending, thou on fair Ampbryfus^ banks 
Didft guard Admetua^ herds. Sith thence the cow 
Frodac'd an ampler (tore of milk ; the (he*goat 
Not without pain dragg'd her diftended udder ; 
And ewes, that erft brought forth but fingle ]ambs» 
Now dropped their two«fold burdens* Bleft the cattle^ 
On which ApoHo caft his fav'ring eye ? 

But Fhcebus, thou to man beneficent, 
Delight'ft in building cities. Bright Diana^ 
Kind fifterto the infant-deity 

New-wean*d, and juft arifing from the cradle, [lers 
Brought hunted wild goats* heads, and branching ant* 



F O E M S; &v 

Of ftagSf the fruit and honour of her toil. 
Therewith difceming hand thou knew'ft to range^ 
(Toungas thou waft) and in the well^fram'dmodeli^. 
"With emblematic ikill^ and myfttc order» 
Thou (hew'dfti where tower» or battlements (hould: 

rife; 
"Where gates {houM open ; or where walls (hould 

eompafe : 
While from thy childrfh paftime man recei?M^ 
The future ftrength^ and ornament of nations* 

Battus, our great progenitor, now touch'd 
The Libyan ftrand ; when the foreboding crow^ 
riew on the right before* the people, marking 
The country deftin'd the aufptcious feat 
Of future kings* and favour of the God, 
Whofe oath is fure, an<^ promife ftands eternal. 

Or Boedromian hear'ft thou pleas'd, or Cljfcrian^ 
Phoebus, great king ? for different are thy names^ 
As thy kind hand has founded many cities^. 
Or dealt benign thy various gifts to man. 
Carnean let me call thee ; for my country 
Calls thee Carnean : the fair colony 
Thrice by thy gracious guidance was transported^ 
Ere fettled in Cyrene ; there w' appointed 
Thy annual feafts, kind god, and blefs thy altars 
Smoaking with "hecatombs of (laughter'd bulls ; 
As CarnuS) thy high prieft and favour'd friend^ 
Had erft ordatn'd ; and with myfterious ritesy 
Our great forefathers taught their fons to wor(hip. 
lo Carnean Phoebus I lo Fean ! 

The yellow Crocus there, and fair NarciOus 
Refer ve the honours of their winter- ftore^ 
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To deck thy temple ; till returning fpring. 
DifFufes nature's various pride : and flaw'rs^ 
Innumerable, bjr the foft fouth-weft 
Opened, and gatherM by. religious hands. 
Rebound their fweets from th*. odoriferous pavemeatv- 
Perpetual fires (hine hallow-d on thy altars,- 
When annual the Carnean feaft is beki: 
The warlike Lybians clad in armori^ lead' 
The dance ; with clanging fwords and (hields they beat 
Th^ dreadful. meafure \. in the chorus join 
Their women, brown but beautiful : fuch ritee • 
To thee well-plcafing. ^Nor had yet thy. votaries, , 
From Greece tranfplanted, touch'd Cyrene's bsuiks^ 
And lands determined for their laft abodes^. 
But wander'd thFo' Azilis' horrid foreft 
Difpers'd ; when from Myrtufa's craggy brow,. 
Fond of the maid, aufpicious to the city, 
Which mull hereafter bear her favoured name> . 
Thou gracious deign'd to let the fair one view. 
Her Typic people : thou with pleafure taught'ft her 
To draw the bow, to flay the (haggy lion. 
And ftop the* fpreading ruin of the plains^ 
Happy the nymph, who honoured by thy paflion. 
Was aided by thy pow'r ! the monftrous Python 
Durfl tempt thy wrath in vain : for dead he felly 
To thy great ftrength, and golden arms unequ»L 

lo I while thy unerring hand elanc'd 
Another, and another dart \ the people 
Joyful repeated lo I lo Pean 1 
Elance the dart, Apollo : for ihe fafety, 
And health of man, gracious thy mother bore thee. 

£nvy thy lateft foe fuggefted thus \ 



P O E M Sw 6^ 

Like thee I am a pow'r immortal ; therefore 

To thee dare fpeak. How canft thou favour partial 

Thofe poets who write little ? vaft and great 

Is what I love: the far-ezteuded oceaa 

To a fmall rivlet 1 prefer, ApcAIo 

SpurnM Envy with his foot ; and thus the god: 

Daemon, the headlong current of Euphrates^ 

Aflyrian river^ copious runs, but muddy ; 

And carries forward with his ftupid force 

Polluting dirt j bis torrent dill augmenting. 

His wave ftill more defiFd : mean while the nymphs 

Meliffan, facred and rcclufe to Ceres, 

Studious to have their offerings well rceeiv'd. 

And fit for beav'nly ufe, from little urns 

Pour dreams feleft, and purity of waters* 

lot Apollo, mighty king, let Envy 
Ill-judging and verbofc, from Lethe's lake. 
Draw tuns unmeafurable ; while thy favour 
Adminiders to my ambitious third 
The wbolefome draught from Aganippe's fprJng 
Genuine, and with foft murmurs gently rilling 
Adown the mountains where thy daughter haunts. 

CHARITY, 

J Paraphrase dn the thirteenth Chapter $ftke 
Firfi £pisTLE to the Corinthians. 

DID fweetcr founds adorn my flowing tongue. 
Than ever man pronounc'd, or angels fung : 
Had I air knowledge, human and divine, 
That thought can reach, or fcicnce can define j 
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An^ had I pow'r ta give that knowledge btrtlt| 
Tn all the fpeeches of the babbling earth: 
Did Sbadrach's zeal my glowing bread infpire§ 
To weary tortures, and rejoice in fire ; 
Or ha^ I faitb Hk^ that which Ifrael iaw, 
When Mofes gave them miracles, and law ;: 
Tct, gmcious Charity^ indulgent gucft, 
Were not thy pow'r exerted in ray breaft;. 
Thofc fpeeches would fend up unheeded pray'rr 
That fcorn of life ^ould be but wild defpair : 
A tymhaPs found were better than my voice : 
My faith were form : my eloquence were noifc- 

Chafity^ decent, modeft, eafy, kind, 
Softens the high, and rears the abjeflf mind ;. 
Knows with juft reins, and gentle hand to guides. 
Betwixt vile (hame, and arbitrary pride. 
Not foon provok'd, (he cafily forgives ; 
And much flie fufferfr, as (he much believes* 

m 

Soft peace (he brings where-ever (lie arrives :• 
She builds our quiet, as fhe forms our lives i. 
Lays the rough paths of peevifh nature cv'n : 
And opens in each heart a little Heaven. 

Each other gift, which God on man beftows^. 
Its proper bounds, and due r^ftrtdion- knows^c 
To. one fix'd purpofe dedicates its pow'r;. 
And iiniihing its ad, exifts no more. 
Thus, in obedience to what Heav'n decreeii. 
Knowledge (l)all fail, and prophecy ihall ceafe : 
But lafting Charity's more ample fway, 
Nor bound by time, nor fubjeft to decay, 
In happy triumph (ball for ever live,' 
And endlefs gooddiffufe, and endlefs praife receive. 
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As thro' tbe artift's interTeening glafs,^ 
Our eye obferves the diftaiK planets paf$ y 
A little we difcover ; but allow, 
That more remains imfeen) thaa art can (bow r 
So wbild our mind its knowledge would improve- 
(Its feeble eye intent on things above) 
High as we may^ we lift our reafon up. 
By Faitb^ dircdled,. and confirm- d by libfe^ 
IFetare we able only to furvey 
Dawnings of beams, and promifes t>f day. 
Heaven's fuller efiLuence mocks our dazzled Ggbt ^ 
Too great ks fwiftnefs, and too ftr»ng its fight. 

But foon the mediate clouds (hall be difpellM:: 
The fun (hall foon be face to face beheld. 
In all bis robes, with alibis glory oh, 
Seated Cublimeon: his meridian throne. 

Then conftant FaM^ and holy H&pe (halt die^ 
One loft in certainty, and one in joy : 
Whilft thou^ more happy powV, fair Cbarityy 
Triumphant fifter, greateft of the three. 
Thy office, and thy nature (Ull the fame, 
Lading thy lamp, and unconfum'd thy fiame,. 

Shalt ftill furvive 

Shalt itand before the hoft ofHeav'n confeft,. 
For ever blefling, and for ever bleft* 
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Engraven en a CoLVU^ in the Church ^Halsts Azy> 
in Essex. The fpire of which, burnt down by 
lightning, was rebuilt at tie expence of Mf% 

S>AMU£L FlSKE^ lyi?- 

VIEW not this fpire by ineaiiire giv'n 
To.bdldings rais'd bycomrnqn bands:. 
That fabric rifes high as heav'o, 
m^Whofe balls on devotion ftands. 

While yet \?c draw this vital breath, 
-We can our Faith and Hope declare :. 

But Charity beyond our death 
Will ever ia our works appeac. 

Bleft be he call'd among good men^ 

Who to his God this column rtis'd : 
Though lightning ftrlke the dome again ; 

The man, who built it, (hail.be graistd. 



fpires and towers m duftiihall Iie^^ 
The weak efforts of human pains $ 
And Faith, -and Hope themfelves (ball die ; 
While deathlois Charity remains. 

n^ritteninMoHTAiGKU^s Efays, given to the Duke of' 
Shkewsevky intHSiHCE,, a/terthe Peace lyi 3. 

DICTATE, O mightyjttdge, what thou haft feea 
Of citieSf and of courts, of hooks and men ; 
And deign to. let thy fervant hold the pen. 
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Through ages thus I may prefume to lire \ 
And from the tranfcripc of thy profe receivet 
What my own ihort-Ii?'cl verfe can nerer give- 
Thus (hall fair Britain with a gracious fmile- 
Accept the work; and the inftru&ed iflct 
For more than treaties made^ (hall blefsmy toil;. 

Nor longer hence the Gallic ftyle preferr'd^ ' 
Wifdom^ in Englifli Idiom ihalhbe heard \ 
"While Talbot cells the world, where Montaigne err'dJ: 

A N E P I S T L I, 

lUfirmg tht Qteejv^x PiBure. mritten at P^st 
1714, but left unfinijbed^ ky the fudcknnivfsof 
her Majesty'^ Death. 

THE train of eq|iipage and pomp of ftate» 
The fhining Gde-board, and the buroiih'd platCL 
liCt other minifters, great Anne, require v 
And partial fall thy gift to thetr defire. 
To the fair portrait of my fov^retgn dame^. 
Ta that aloncj eternal be my claim. 

Afy bright defender, and my dread delight^ 
If ever I found favour in thy fight ; 
If all the pains that for thy Britain's fake 
My paft has took, or future life may take, 
Be grateful to my Queen i permit my pray'r^ 
And with this gift reward my total care. 
Will thy indulgent hand, fair faint, allow. 
The boon ? and will thy ear accept the raw ? 
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That in defpite of age, of itnpioiM flame^ 
And eating time^ thy pi£lure like thy fame 
Entire may laft ; that as their eyes^ furvey 
The femblant (hade^ men yet unborn may faft 
Thus greaty thus gracious look'd Britannia's Queen ^ 
Her brow thus fmoothy her look was thus lerenc y 
When to a loW| but to a loyal hand 
The mighty empreft gave her high command^ 
That he to ho/lile eamps^ and kings (hould hafle^ 
To fpeak her rengean^e, as their danger^ paft ; 
To fay, fhe wills detefted wars to ctafe $ 
She checks her conqjueft, for her fubjedlfs eafe y 
And bids the world attend her terms of peace. 
Thee, gracious Anne, thee prefent I adore^ 
Thee, Qg^een of Peace — If time and fate have power 
Higher to raife, the glories of thy reign ^ 
In words fublimer, and a nobler (Irain)^ 
lAay future bards the mighty theme rehearf<v ^ 

Here, Stator Jove». and Phcebus king of verfe^. 
Ike wtive tablet 1 fufgcnd • * ♦ • ♦^ 
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MiATTBEW met Richard, when or whirt 
From ftory is not mighty clear : 

Of many knotty points they fpokc ; 

And pr^ and con by turns they took. 

Rats half the manufcript have eat : 

Dire hunger i which we (HIl regret 4 

>0 I may they ne'er again digeft 

The horrors of fo fad a feaft. 

Tct lefs our grief, if what remains. 

Dear Jacob, by thy care and pains 

Shall be to future times conTeyM* 

It thus begins : 

* * » * Here Matthew faia : 

j^lma in verfe ; in profe, the Minif 

By Ariftotle's pen defin'd. 

Throughout the body fquat or tttll, 

Is bonajidci all in all. 

And yet, flap-dafli, is all again 

In ev'ry (inew, nerve, and vein : 

Runs here and there like Hamlet's ghoft^ 

While every where ihe rules the road. 
This Syfiem^ fiichar<l, we are told, 

The men of Oxford firmly hold. • 

The Cambridge wits, you know, deny 

With iptje dixit to comply^ 
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Tbey fay (for in good truth they fpealc 
With fmall refpea of [that old Greek) 
That putting all his vord$.tQgetber» , 
''Tis three blue beans in one blue bladder, 

j4Jmay they (Irenuoufiy maintain^ 
^ts cock-horfe on her throne the brain ; 
And from that feat of thought difpenfes 
Her fov'rei^n pleafure to the fenfes. 
7wo pptk nerves^ they f»yi (he ties^ 
Like fpefliacles, acrofs the «yes^ 
By which the fpirits bring her word, 
Whene'er the baUs are fix'di or ftirr'd ; 
How quick at park and playtbey ftrtke ; 
The Duke they court i the toaft they lik^^ 
And at St. James's turn their grace 
From /former friendSf no w out of place* 

Without thefe aidsi to be more ferionSt 
Her pow'r» they hold, had been precarious? 
The eyes might have conipir'd her ruin ; 
And (he not known, what they were doing. 
Fooliih it had been, and unkind. 
That they (hould fee, and ihe be blind. 
Wife nature likewtfe, they (iippofe. 
Has drawn two conduits down our nofe^ 
Could Alma elfe with judgment telU 
When Cabbage (links, or Roffs fmell ? 
Or who would aikfor her opinion 
Between an Oyjier and an Onkn f 
For from #ioil bodies, Dicks you knoWf 
Some little bits aik les^e to fk)w \ 
And, as through thefe canals they roUf 
Bring up a fample of the wliole. 
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Like fodtoien running before coacfae»« 
To tell the inn^ what lord approacfaei* 
By nerves aboot our palace pkiG'4» 
She likewife judget of the u(kt» 
£lfe.(difmal thought 1) our wAilike floen 
-Might driivk thick Port for fine Cbampj^nei 
And our Hl-judging ivivos aad <iaugbier« 
'^iftake Dnall beer for Citron Waters* 

Hence too^ that (he might better bear$ 
^She fets a drum at either ear.; 
And kntd or gentle^ harfii or fweet^ 
Are^ but tW Alarurm whi«h chejr beat* 

Laft to enjoj her fenfe of feeling 
^A thing (he much delights to dealing 

A ehoufand little nerves ttkt fends 
K^ite to our toes* and fingers* eods4 
A.nd thefe' in gratit4ide ^ain 

Return their fpirits to the brain s 

In which tbeir figure being printed 
.(As juft before» I thinkf 1 hinted) 

^/m^s informed x:an try fihe caie» 

As flie had been upon the place* 

Thus, while thejudge gives different journeyt 

To country counfeU and attomiesi 

He on the bench in quiet fifts> 

Deciding! as they bring the writs. 

The Pope thus prays and fleeps at Romet 

And very Mdom ftirs'from home ^ 

Yet fending forth his holy fpiest 

And having heard what they advifct 

He rules the church's bleft dominions^ 

And fcts men's faith by bis opioions. 
XoL. II. D 
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The fcholars .of the Stagyritey 
Who for the old opinion fight. 
Would make their modern friends confefi^' 
The difference btit from more to lefs. 
The Mindj fay fhey, while you fuftain 
To hold her ftation in the brain; 
You grant, at lead, (he is extended; 
Ergo the whole difputcis ended. 
For 'till to-morrow (hou'd you plead 
From form and ftruflure of the heads 
The Mind as Tifibly is feen 
Extended through the whofle Machine^ 
Why fhouM all honi^ur then be ta'en 
From lower parts to load the brain : 
When other limbs we plainly fee, 
Each in his way, as bri(k as he ? 
For mufic, grant the head receives it; 
It is the artiR's hand that gives it. 
And though the fc^M may wear the laurel; 
The foldier's arm fuftains the quarrel. 
BeGdes, the noftrils, ears and eyes 
Are vtot his parts, but his allies. 

Ev'n what you liear the tongue proclaim^ 

Comes db 9riginc from them. 

What could the head peiform alone, 

If all their friendly aids were gone ? 

A foolifli figure he muft make ; 

Do nothing elfe, but fleep and ake. 
Nor matters it, that you can (liow, 

How to the head the fpirits go. 

Thofe fpirits Parted from fome goal. 

Before they through the veins cou*d roll* 
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Now we fliould bold them much to bltme^ 
If they went back, tefore they came. 

If therefore, as we muft fuppofc, 
They came from fingerS} and from toes; 
Or toes, or fingers, in this czCty 
Of Nnm-fcuWs felf (houM take the place. 
Difputing falY) you grant thus much, 
That all fenfation is but touch. 
Dip but your toes into cold water, 
Their correfpondent teeth will chatter ; 
And ftrike the bottom of your feet j 
You fet your head into a heat. 
The bully beat, and happy lov^r 
Confefs, that feeling lies all over. 

Note here, Lucretius dares to teach 
(As all our youth may learn from Creech) 
That eyes were made, but could not view \ 
Nor hands etnbrace, not feet purfue ; 
But heedlefs nature did produce 
The members fird, and then the ufe. 
What each muft aft, was yet unknown^ 
Till all is mov'd by chance alone. 

A man firft builds a country feat; 
Then finds the walls not good to eat« 
Another plants, and wondering (ees 
Nor books, nor medals on his trees. 
Yet poet ania philofopher 
Was he, who durft fuch whims aver. 
Bleft, for his fake, be human reafon, 
That came at all, though late, in feafon. 

But no man furee'er left his houfe, 
And faddl'd Ball, with thoughts fa wild, 

D % 
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To bringa midwife to bis fpoufet 
^£efore be knew ihe was with child. 
And no man ever reapt bis corn, 
Or from the oven drew his bread, 
Ere hinds and bakers yet were born, 
3*hat taught them both to fow and knead. 
Before theyVe afk'd, can maids rcfufe ? 

Can -pray, fays Dick, hold in your mufe, 

While you Pindaric truths rehearfe^ 
She hobbles in Alttrnate verfe. 
-Vcrfe ? Mat. reply'd s is that my care? 
'Go .on, quoth Richard, foft and fair. 

This looks, friend Dick, as nature had 
But exercis'd the Sulcfmand^s trade : 
As if (he haply bad fat down^ 
And cut out cloathsjfor allvthe town; 
Then fent them out to Monmouth (Ircet, 
To try, wbat perfonsfthey would (it. 
But ev'ry free and licensed tailor 
Would. in* the TheGs find a failure. 
Should vwhims Uke tbefe his head perple% 
How.could he work for either fex? 
rfiis cloaths,:as atomes mi^ht prevail, 
Might fit a pifmire, or a whale. 
No, no : he vicw^ with (ludious pleafure 
Your (hape, before be takes your meafure. 
for real -Kate he made the bodice. 
And not for an /i^a/goddefs. 
No error near his (bop-board lurk'di 
He knew the folks for whom he work'd. 
btili to their fize he aim'd his (kill : 
I^^« pr^y^hec, who would j^ay his bill? 
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Next; Dick, if Chance herfelf flio.uM vzrji 
Obferve, how matters would mlfcarry : 
Acrofs your eyeSf friend, place your Oiocs ; 
Tour fpcfiacles upon your toes ; 
Then you and Memnnius (hall agree^ 
fiow nicely men would walk or fee. 

But wifdomj peevi(h and crofs-grain'dy 
Muft be oppofl'di to be fuftain^d. 
And Aill your knowlecige will increafe> . 
As yon make other people's lefs. 
Is arms and fcience ^tis the fame i 
Our rivajis hurts create our fame. 
At Faubert's if difjput^s arife 
Among the champioqs fiortbe prize> , 
Td prove, who gave the fairer butt, 
John (hews the chalk on Robert's coat* 
So, for the honour of your book, 
It tells, where^other folks miftook^ 
And, as their notions you confound, . ^ 
Thofe you invenit get farther ground. 

The commentators oa old A ri- 
ftotle ('tis urg'd) in judgment yarj : 
They to their x>wn conceits have brought 
The image of his general thought. 
Juft as the>.melancholic eye 
Sees fleets and armies in the (ky ; 
And to the poor apprentice ear 
Tile bells found Whittington Lord May/r* 
The conj'rer thus explains hls/ctfcme.^ 
Tbus fpirits walk, and prophets dream; 
North- Britons thus have Second Jighti 
AaiL XSerinana free from gunfhot fight*. 

D3 
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Thcodorct, and Origen, 
And fifty other learned men 
Attcft, that if their comments find 
The traces of their mafter^s mind; 
jfima can ne'er decay nor die ; 
This flatly t'other (tO: deny, 
Simplicius, Thcophraft, Durand;. 
Great names, but hard in Tt rfc to ftand. 
They wonder men (hould have miftook 
The Tenets of their mafler's book; 
And hold, that jdlma yields her breathj 
Overcome by age, and fciz'd by death. 
How which were wife? and which were fools 2 
Poor Alma fits between tw6 ftools ; 
The more (he reads, the morcpcrplcxt;; 
The comment ruining the text : 
How fears, now hopes her doubtful fate : 
But Richard, let her look to that—-** 
WhiHl we our own afi^airs purfue. 
Thcfc difi^Vent Syjlems^ old or new, 
A man with half an eye may fee. 
Were only form'd to difagree. 
How to bring things to fair concIuGon^, 
And fave much Chriftian ink's efFuCon ^ 
Let me propofean healing y^^^m^, 
And fail along the middle dream : 
For, Dick, if we could reconcile 
Old Ariftotle with Gaflendus ; 
How many would admire our toil ? 

And yet how few would apprehend us ? 
Here, Richard, let my fcheme commencei 
Oh ! may my words be lolt in fehfi \ ' ' 
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While pleasM. Thalia deigns to write 
The flips and bounds of Almdi flight*^ 

My fimple fyftem (haU fuppofe^ 
The Alma enters at the toes \. 
That then (he mounts by juft degrees 
Up to the ancleSi legs^ and khees: 
Next as the fap of life, does rife. 
She lends her vigor to the thighs : 
And, all thefe under-regions paftt 
She neftUs fomewhere near the wafte : 
Gives pain, or pleafurti grief or Jaaghter s 
As we (hall (how at large hereafter.. 
Nature, if not improved, by time 
Up to the heart £be loves to climV : 
From thence,, compell'd by craft and age^. 
She makes the head her lateft dage. 

From the feet upward to the head ;. 
Fithy, and (hort, fays Dick: proceed; 

Dick, this is' not an idle notions 
Obferve the prog^efs of the motion : 
Firft I demonfltratively prove, 
That feet were only made to move y 
And legsdeCre to come and go: 
For they have nothing.elfe to do. 
Hence, long before the child caa crawly. 
He learns to kick;, aqd wince, and fprawl u 
To binder which, your midwife knows 
To bind thofe parts extremely clofe ; 
I:*efl AlmcL newly enter'd in» 
And ftunn'd ^t her own chriit'ning's diUf. 
Fearful of future grief and pain,^ 
Should filently (heak out again, 
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Full piteous feems young MmJs cafe ; : 
Af in a lucklefs gamefter's place, 
She would not playr yet muft not paft. 

Again as (he grows fometbing ftronger^. 
And mafler's feet ar6 fwath'4 no longer, .. 
If in the night too oft be kicks. 
Or (hows the laco'tnotive^ tricks ; 
Thefe fir ft affauls fat Kate r6wfi btm^ 
When half-afleep (he overlays him. 

Now mark, dear Richard, from the agf^« 
That children tread this worldly fiagef, 
Broom-ftaff, or poker they beftride, 
And round the park»r kve to ri^de ; 
'Till thoughtful father's pious care 
Provides his brood^next SmithfieM faiff 
With fupplemental hobbyhorfest / 

And happy be their in&ntxourfes I 

Hence for fome years they ne*er ftand flAI r~ 
Their legs, you* fee, dtreA their will. 
From opening morn 'till fetting fun, 
Around the fielde^and woods they run : 
They friflc, and dance, and leap, and play;. 
Nor heed, what FrUnd or Snaf0 can foy» 

To her next (lage aa Ahna fiies. 
And likes, as I have faid, the tUghs t 
With Sympathiiii power (he warma 
Their good allies and frienda, the armsb 
While Betty dances on the green \ 
And Sufan is at ftool-ball feen & 
While John for nine^pins does declare^ 
And Roger loves to pitch the bar; 
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Both, legs and arms fpantatieou$ move & 
Which was the tfaipg I meant to prove. 

Another motion now ihe makes : 
O need I name the feat ibe takes i 
This tho4ght quite chang'd the ftripling findf | 
The fpot and race no more ho minds : 
Neglected Traj and Pointer lie ; 
And covies unmolefted fly. 
Sudden the jocund plain he leaves ; 
And for the nymph in fefjret gfieyc^* 
Iff dying accents he complains 
Of cruel fires, and raging pains. 
The nymph too longs to be alone ; 
Leaves all the fwains and fighs for one. 
The nymph is warin'd with young defire; 
And feels, and dies to quench hi^ fire. 
They meet each evening in the. grove : 
Their parley but augments their love. 
So to the prieft their cafe they tell : 
He ties the knot; and all goes well. 

But, O my Mu/e^ juft diftance keep : 
Thou art a maid, and raiift not peep. 
In nine months' time the boddice loofe^ 
And peticoats too ihort, difclofe. 
That at this age the a£tive mind 
About the wade lies mod confin'd ; 
And that young life, and quick'ning fenfe 
Spring from his influence darted thence. 
So from the middle of the world 
The Sun*s prolific rays are hurFd: 
^Tis from that feat he darts thofe beams, 
Which quicken earth with genial flames. 
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Dick) viho thus long had paffive faty 
Here (Iroak'd hischititand cockM his hat; 
Then flapped his hand upon the board ; 
And thus the youth put in his word. 
Love^ advocate} fweet Sir, would find hitn 
A higher place than you aflSgn'd him. 
Love's advocates, Dick, who are thofe.^ 
The poets, you may well fuppofe. 
I'm forry, Sir, you have difcarded 
The men, with whom 'till now you herded* 
Profe-men alone for private ends, 
I thought, forfook their ancient friends. 
Jn corJliUaviti cries Lucretius ; 
If he may be allov^ed to teach us. 
The felf fame thing foft Ovid fays 
(A proper judge in fuch a cafe.) 
Horace his phrafc is torret jebur : 
And happy was that curious fpeaker* 
Here Virgil too has plac'd thispaflion: 
"What fignifies too long (Quotation? 
In Ode and Epic plain the cafe is^ 
That love holds one of thefe two places. 

Dick, wifhout paflion or reflexion, 
ril (Iraight demolifh this objedion, 

Firft poets, all the world agrees, 
Write half to profit, half to pleafc. 
Matter and figure they produce; 
For garnifti this, and that for ufc ; 
And, in the ftrudure of their feafts, 
They fcek to feed, and pleafe their gucfts t 
But one may balk this good intent. 
And take things otherwifc than meant. 
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TKus if you dine with my Lord MayV,. 

Road beef and TenYon is your fare : 

Thence you proceed to fwan, and buftard^. 

And perfevere inaart^ and cuftard: 

But Tulip leaves^ and Lemcn-petl^ 

Help only to adorn the meal i- 

And painted flag^> fuperb and neat. 

Proclaim you welcome to the treat. 

The man of fenfe his' meat devours ; 

But only fmelk the peely and flowVs : 

And he mud be an idle dreatner, 

Who leaves the picy and gnaws the dreamer. 

That Cupid goes with bow and arrows, 
And Venus keeps her coach and fparrows. 
Is all but emblem to acquaint one, 
The fon is fliarp^ the mother wanton; 
Such images have fometimes fliown* 
A Myftic fenfe, but oftner none. 
For who conceives, what bards devife^. 
That heav'n is plac'd in Cdia'seyes, 
Or whereas the fenfe, dire A or moral. 
That teeth ar« pearls, or lips are coral ? 
Tour Horace owns, b^ various writ, 
As wild, or fober maggots bit'; 
And where too; much the poet ranted^ 
The fage philofopher recanted. 
His grave Epiftles may difprove 
The wanton Odes^ he made to Love. ' 

Lucretius keeps a mighty pother 
With Cupid, and his fancy'd mother : 
Calls her great queen of earth and air^ 
Declares) that winds and f«as obey her | 
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And, ivhile, ber honour be rehearf^^t 
Implores her to iofpire bis Terfes* 

Tet free from this poetic mad»e£i» 
Next page he lEays in fo^ fsidneftt 
That flie and all her fellow-gods 
Sit idling in their high abodes^ 
Regardlefs of this world belo^w. 
Our health or hanging, weal or woef 
Nor once difturb their faeavenry fpirit» 
With Scapin's cheats, or CaeiWr^s merit5b 

Nor e^er can Latin poets proTe^ 
VThere lies the re»l feat of loYe. 
Jecur they burn, and Cor they pierce^ 
As either befl: iapplles their verCe : 
And, if folks aflc the reafon for% 
Say, one was long, and t'other fliort. 
Thus, I prefume, the Britiib musfe, 
Nay take the freedom ftraogers life* 
In profe our property is greater $ 
Why (hould it then be lefs in metre? 
]f Cupid throws a fingle dart} 
We make him wound the lover^s heart; 
But if he^takes his bow and qitiirer i 
'Tis fure he muft tri^nsfix the liver t 
For rhime with reafon may d^fpenfe^ 
And found has right to govern feafe. 

But let your friends in verfe fuppofCf 
What ne^er (hall be allow'd in profe i 
Anatomifts can make it clear, 
The Liver minds his own affair s 
Kindly fupplies our public ufes; 
And parts and (trains the vital juicei^ 
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Still lay Come ufeful bite afidc. 
To tinge the chyle's infipid tide ; 
£lfe we (hould want both gibe and £»tire^ 
And all be burft with pure good nature. 
Now gall iS bitter with a witnefs ^ 
And loTe is all delight and fweetoe& | 
My Logic then has loft its ainii 
If fweet and bitter be the fiime : 
And, he, mechinksy n no great fcholar^ 
Who can miftakc defire for cbokr. 

» 

The like may of the Heart be faid;. 
Courage and terror there are bred. 
All thofc, whofe hearts are loofe and low. 
Start, if they bear but the Tat to^f 
And mighty pby&ral their fear is : 
For, foon as noife of combat near i$i 
Their hearts defceiiding to their breechesy 
Muft give their (tomach crtMl twitches. 
But heroes who overcome or die> 
HaTe their hearts hung extremely high ; 
The ftrings »f which, in battles heat^ 
Againft their very CorJUts be9t ; 
Keep tim9 with thdr own trumpet's meafur^ ; 
And yield 'em moft exceffive pleafure. 
Now if tis chiefly in the heart. 
That courage does itfelf exert ; 
Twill be prodigious hard to prove. 
That this is eke phe throne pf love. 
Would nature make one place the feat 
Of fond deCrCf and fell debate ? 
Moft people only take delight in 
Thofe hours, when they are tirM with fighting I 
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And has no man, but who has kill'd 

A father> right to get a child? 

Thefe notions then I think hut idle : 

And loire (hall ftill poflefs the middie< 

This truth more plainly to dtfcovery 

Suppofe your hero were a loTer, 

Though he before had.ga]l and rage^ 

Which death, or conqireft mud afluagc ;- 

He grows difpiritcd and low :. 

He hates the Oght» and (buna the foe. 
In fcornful flotb Achilles flept; 

And for his wench, like Tall-boyi wepf: 

Nor would return to war and ilaughter ; 
^Till they brought back the parfon's daughter. 
Antonius fled from A£lium's coaft^ 

Auguftus prefiing^ Afia loft. 

His fails by. Gupid's hand unfuri'dy. 

To keep the fair^.he.gaTe the world* 
Edward our fourth, rever'd and crown'd^ 

Vig'rous in youth, in arms renown'd ; 

"While England's voice, and Warwick^s care 
Dcfign'd him Gallia's beauteous lieir ; • 

Chang'd peace and pow'rfor rage and Wars,. 
Only to dry one widow's tears, . . 

France's fourth Henry we may fee, 
A fervant to the fair d'£ftree ^ 
When quitting Coutras profp'rous ficM, » 
And fortune taught at length to yicld^ . « 
He from bis guard and midnight tenty 
Difguis'd o'er hills and Tallies went, > 
To wanton with the fprightJy dame j' 
And in bis picafure loft his fame. 
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Bold Is the critic, who dares prove, . 
Thefe heroes were no friends to love; 
And bolder he, who dares aver. 
That they were enemies to war. 
Yet, when xheir thought (bould, now Or never, 
Have raisM their Hearty or fir'd their Livtrg 
Fond Alma to thefe parts was gone. 
Which Love more juftiy calls his own. 

Examples I could cite you more j 
But be contented with thefe four : 
For when one's proofs are aptly chofen i 
Four are as valid as four dozen. 
One came from Greece, and one from Rome ; 
The other two grew nearer home. 
For fome in ancient books delight^ 
Others prefer what moderns write \ . 
Now I (hould be extremely loth. 
Not to-be thought expert in both. 
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BU T (hall we take the Mtifi abroad. 
To drop her idly on the read i 
And leave our fubje£fc in the mfddle % 
Ab Bmler did his bear and fiddle? 
Yet hC) con fum mate mafter, knew, 
When to recede, ancT where purfti^; 
His noble negligences teach. 
What other toils defpair to reafch.* 
He^ perfect dancer, climbs the ropCy 
And balances your fear and hope : 
If after fome diftinguiihM leap. 
He drops his pole, and feems to flip ^ 
Straight gathering all bis a^iive ftrengtb. 
He rifes higher half hts length. 
With wonder you approve his flighty 
And owe you^ pleafure to your fright* 
But like poor Andrew I ad?ance» 
Falfe mimic of my mailer's dance : 
Around the cord a while i fprawl ; 
And thence, though low, in earned fall. 

My preface tells you, I digrefs'd : 
He's half abfolv'd who has confefs'd. 

I like, quoth Dick, your SitniU » 
And in return, take two from me. 
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iCt maftcrs in the Clari'obfcmre$ 

With Tariotti tight your eyea allurei:: • 

A flami ngycllow here they fprcad ( 

Draw off in blue or charge in redt* 

TetTromthefe colours odiy; mixM,. 

Tour Ggl^t i»pon the whole irfi]^^* 

Or aS| again> yoiHT courtly dame» 

(Whofc cloatha retutning bkth-diiydataia)^ 

By arts improTe the Aaffs they. Tary*| ;. 

And things are hoftaa^moft contrary* 

The gown with ftiff-eoabroid'ryikiniiiff^. 

Looks charming. ifith a fttghc^r Kaing ; : 

The out, if Indian figmre* ftain.; 

The in-fide mufthe fioh ismd plain* 

So you^.great authors^ have thcntgbl &», 

To make digreilion Ciemper wit: 

When arguments too -fiercely glare» 

You calm 'em^with a milder airs 

To break their paiscs) j/oai tnra.their force $; 

And Furielaw the^ plain difocAufe. 

Richard^ quoth Mat^.tfaeft wofds of tbine 
Speak fometfaing fly, and fomethtng fine : 
But I (hall e'en refume my theme ; . 
However thou may'ft praife, or falaonfi- 

As people marry nawy and fectle y 
Fierce love abates bis lafual mettles 
Worldly diefirca^. and. hottfeboM caret 
Difturb the godhead^s foft affiurs ; 
So now, as health or temper changes^. 
In larger compaf^ j^Uma. ranges,. 
This day beloW| the next above ; 
As light or folid^vrfiimfics. mave. . « 
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&o merchant has his thouft? in town', ' 
And country»feat near Banfted down ; 
From one he dates his foreign letters^ 
Sends out his goods, and duns his debtors r 
In t'othei-} at his hours of leifure. 
He fmoaks his pipe/ and takes h4s pteaCare.. 

And now your matrfmonial Gupid, 
Lafh'd on bjr time, grows tirM and (liipid. - 
For Aory and experience tell us. 
That man grows cold, and woman jealous*. 
Both would their little ends fecure : 
He fighs for freedom, (he for powV» 
His wiQies tend abrpadto roam r 
And hers, to domineer at home* 
Thus paffion flags by flow degreet^^ 
And rufiled more, delighted leiij. > 
The bufy mind does feldom go 
To thofe once charming feats below r 
But, in the jureaft incamp^d, prepares 
For well-bread feints, and future wars. 
The maafufpedis his lady's- crying 
(When he laft autumn iaya^dyiog). 
Was. but to gain bim to appoint her 
By codicil a larger jointure. 
The woman finds it-all.a trick» 
That he could fwooa, when (h« was lick %. 
And knows^ that in thac^ grief ■hcreckob^d'^ 
On black-eyM Su fan for his fecond. 

Thus having ftrove fome tedious yearSf . 
With feign'd defires, and real fears (, 
And tir'd with anfwers and rq>li6St. ' 
Qft John affirm«i and Martha lieii'. . . 
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Leaving thk endlefs altercation. 
The mind afFe£ls a higher ftation. 

Poltis, that genVous King of Thrace-^. 
I think, was in this Tery cafe. 
All Afia now was by the ears : 
And gods beat up for vol un tiers 
To Greece, and Troy ^ while Polti^fet 
In quiet, governing his ftate. 
And whence, faid the pacific king, 
Does all this noife, and difcord fpring f* 

Why, Paris took Atrides' wife^ 

With eafe I could compofe this flrife.& 
The injur'd hero fliould not lofe, 
Mor the young lover want a fpoufe: 
But Helen chang'd her fir(t condition, ' 
Without her hufband's juft permiSion. 
What from the dame can Paris hop& i 
She may as well from him elope. 
Again, how can her old good«maa 
With honour take her back again i 
From hence I logically gather. 
The woman cannot live with either* 
Now I have twp right honeft wivei,. 
For whofe pofleffion no man drives r 
One to Atrides I will fend ; 
And t'other to my Trojan friend. 
Each prince (hall thus with honour have^ 
What both fo warmly Teem to crave : 
The wrath of gods, and man ihall ceafe ^ 
And Poltis live and die in peace. 

Dick, if this ftory pjeafeth thee, 
Fray thank Dan Pope, who told it me. 
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Hawe'er fwift Alma*% flight may 
(Take this by way of CoroUary^ :) 
Some limbs (he finds the very fame» 
In placCf and dignity, and name & 
Thefe dwell at fuch convenient diftance^v 
That each may give hia friend affiftance* 
Tfaua he who runs or dancesj,, begs 
The eqtial vigour of two legs \ 
So much to both does Alm(st truftf 
She ne'er regards, which goes the firft. 
Teague coaki make neither of them ftaj^^ 
When with h^mfelf he ran away. 
The man who ftruggles in thefight^. 
Fatigues left arm as. well as right ; 
For whilft one band exalts the bloW|[ 
And on the earth extends the foe ; 
T'other would take it wond'rous illy- 
If in your pocket he laf .ftill; 
And when you (hoot and (hut one tjt$ 
You cannot think, he would deny 
To lend the other friendly. aid^ 
Or wink^ as -coward, and afraid. 
No, Sir i whilft he withdraws his llam« i 
Hia comrade takes the furer aim. 
One moment if his beams recede^ 
As foon as e'er the bird is deadt 
Opening again* he lays his claim - 
To half the I9t>fit, half the fame ; 
And helps to pocket up the game, 
nris thusi one tradefman* flips awayt 
To i^ve bis partner iairer play» 
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Some Hmbs again in bulk or ftature 
Unlike, and not a-kin by nature. 
In concert a£t, like modern friends ; 
Becaufe one ferves the other's ends^ 
fThe arm thus waits upon the heart* 
So quick to take the bully's part : 
IThat onei though warm, decixles more flow 
Than t'other executes the blow. 

A (lander- by may chance to have it, 

£re Hack himfelf perceives he gave it* 
TbcamVous eyes thus always go 

A-flrolling for their friends below; 
'^For long before the 'Squire and dame 

Have tete>a tete relieved their flame \ 

Ere vidts yet are broughtabout» 

The eye by fympathy looks out; 

Knows Flocimely and longs to meet her: 

And, if he -fees, is fure to greet her, 

Though at fafh-windoWf on the ftairs* 

At court, nay (aiithors fay) at pray*rs,— — 
The funeral of fome valiant knight 

May give this thing its proper light. 

View his two gauntlets : the£s declare 

That both his hands were us'd to war. 

And from his two gilt fpurs 'tis learn'd 

His feet were equally concerned. 

But have you not with thought beheld 

The fword hung dangling o'er the (liield? 

Which (hows the breaft, that plate was us'd to^ 

Had an ally right arm to truft to : 

And by the peep- holes in his crcft^ 

Is it not virtually confefti 
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That there his -eyes took didant aini) 
iknd glanc'd refpedl to that bright dame^ 
In v^'hofe delight -his. hope was csntredi 
And for whofe glove bis life he venturMf 

Obje£lions to ray general Syjiem 
May rife perhaps ; and I have mift them \ 
But I can •cajl to my afliftance 
Proximity (mark that I) and diflance : 
Can prove, that all things, on occafion, 
Love uniOHi a^d defire adheCon ; 
That Alma merely is a fcale ; 
And motives, like the veeights, prevail* 
If neither (ide turn down or up^ 
With lofs or gain, with fear or hope ; 
The bal:.nce always would hang ev'n, 
Like Mah'met's tomb, 'twixt earth and heav'ftt 

This, Richard, is a curious cafe : 
Suppofe your eyes fent equal raysi 
Upon two diflant pots of ale, 
Not knowing, which was mild or (lale : 
In this fad ftate your doubtful choice 
Would never have the cafting voice : 
W^hich beft or word, you could not thinks 
And die you mu^l, for want of drink \ 
Unlefs fome chance inclines your fightf 
Betting one pot in fairer light \ 
Then you prefer or A, or B, ^ 

As lines and angleg bed agree ; 
Your fcuie refolvM impells your will : 
She guides your hand,— fo drink your fill* 

Have yo4i not fcea a baker's maid 
Between two equal panniers fway'd i 
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Her tallies ufefcfs lie, and idle. 
If plac'd exaftly in the middle : 
But forced from this unaftive ftate. 
By virtue of fome cafual weight j 
On cither fide you hear 'em clatter. 
And judge of right and left-hand matter. 

Now, Richard, this x:0ercive force. 
Without your choice, mufl take its courfe. 
Great kings to wars are pointed forth, 
Like loaded needles to the North* 
And thou and I, by pow'r unfecn, 
Arc barely paffive, and fucked in 
To Hcnault's vauks, or Celiacs chamber. 
As draw and pi^per are by amber. 
If we fit down to play or fet 
(Stippofe at Ombre or Baflet) 
Let people call us cheats* or fools ; 
Our cards and we are equal tools. 
We fure in vain the cards condemn : 
Ourfelves both cut iarrd fhufflM them. 
In vain on fortune*s aid rely : _ 
She only is a ftander-by. 
Poor men I poor papers ! we and they 
Do fome impulfiTe force obey j 
And arc but play'tl with —Do not play. 
But fpace and matter we (hould blame ; 
They palmM the trick that loft the game. 

Thus to fave further contradiftion, 
Againft what you may think but fi£lion : 
I for attraftion, Dick, declare : 
Deny it thofe bold men, that dare. 
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As well your motion, as your tliought 
'Is all by hidden impulfe wroughc : 
Ev'n faying, that you think or walk, 
How like a country 'Squire you talk ? * 
Mark then J— where fancy or dcfirc 
Colledts the beams of vita! fire ^ 
Into that limb fair y^ima Aides, 
And there, pro'temporey refidcs* 
^he. dwells in Nkholini's tongue, 
When Pyrrhus chants the heav'niy foD;g^i 
^When Pedro does the lute command, 
tShe guides the cunning artift's hand. 
Thro' Macer's'gullet (he runs down, 
'Wlien the vile glutton dines alone. 
And void of modefty and thought, 
iShe follows Bibo's endlefs draught. 
Throu^gh the foft fex again (be ranges^; 
•/As* youth, caprice, or fafhion changes, 
^air Jlnm, carelefs and ferene, 
Jn -Fanny's fprightly eyes is fccn j 
While they difFufe their infant beams, 
Thcmfelves^not confcious of their flamef« 
Again fair Aima fits con feft^ 
On Florimel's expertcr bread ; 
When (he the rifing figh conftrains. 
And by concealing fpeaks her pains. 
In Cynthia's neck fair Alma glows. 
When the vain thing her jewels fliows^: 
When Jenny's (lays arc newly lac'd. 
Fair Alma plays about her wafte; 
And when the fweliing hoop fuftains 
The rich brocard, fair Alma deigns 
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Into that lower fpaee to enter. 
Of the large roohtli herfiilf the ceivtnB. 
i^gain : that fingls litnh 6r fi^thirt 
(Such is the cogent foro^ of Mtui^e) 
Which mod did Atma^B pAfEion m6y^ 
In the firft object of her Idve, 
For eTer will be found eopfdft. 
And printed on the atil^dus breaft. 

.O Abelard, ill fated f oUtb^ 
Thy talc will juffify t&id trtith : 
But well I weet» thy chrHel wt6ng 
Adorns a nobler pdet^s fong. 
Dan Pope for thy mtofdrtiMke gri^vM, 
Withlind concern^ and (kill has weat^A * 
A filken web ; and no'er (hiU M^ 
Its colours s gently has- be laid 
The mantle o'er thy fad ditlre(s» 
Apd Venus fhall the tekture blefs. 
He o'er the weeping nM M^ drawh 
Such artful folds of (ttttA hv^n ; 
That love with equal gtitf and ^rtd^. 
Shall fee the crim^i he (hives to hide 7 
And foftly drawing back the vtil, 
The god (hall to hit totVies tell 
Each confcbtts tear, each bluthiiig grace» 
That deck'd dear Eloifa's face. 
• Happy the poeti bleft the lays. 

Which Buckingham has deighM to praife. 

Next Dick, as youth znd habit fways, 
A hundred gambols jtlma playB. 
If, whilft a boy, Jack ran from fehbolf 
Fond o( his hunting-horn^ and pofc | 

• Vol. U. £ 



[ 



f$ F O C M S. 

Tbo* gout and age hia fpeed dctainy 
Old John hallooU hia hoiuids again : 
By his fire*fide be darts the hare ; 
And turns her in his wicker chair : 
His feet, hewever lame, you fin4# 
flare got the better of bis mkid. 

if while the mind was in berlegy 
The dance affeded 'Himble >Pegi; 
Old Madge, bewitchM at.Gxty one^ 
Calls for Green Sleeves, .and Jumping Joan^ 
In public ma(k| or private ball, 
From Lincoln's-Inn, to GoIdfmitbVHall^ 
All Chriftmas loiigaway ihe trudges 4 
Trips it with prci^tices. and. judges } 
In vain her children jurgefaer.ftay 4 
And age or palfy bar the way. 
But if thofe images pre vatly 
Which whilom did wffcdt the tail^ 
She dill reviews the ancient fcene ^ 
Forgets the forty years between $ 

Aukwardly gay, and oddly merry, 

Her fcarf pale.pinic, her bead-knot cherpjr^ 

O'er-beated with idfal rage, . 

She cheats her fon, to wed her page* 
If y^lma^ whilft the man was young, 

SHpM up too foon into his tongue : 

PleasM with his own fintailic (kill, 

He lets that weapon ne'er lie ftill. 

On any point if you difpute. 

Depend upon it, he'll confute 1 

Change (ides ; and yoa Increafe your pain : 

For he'll cgnfute jrou -back again. 
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Tot one may fpeak with Tally's tongue^ 
Yet all the while be in the wrong. 
And 'tis remarkable, that they 
Talk moft| who have the leaft to fay. 
Your dainty ^aker^ bate the curfoii - 
To plead bad caufes down to worfe s 
As dames, who tiati?e beauty wanty 
Still uglier look, the more they paint. 

Again : if in the female fee, 
j^lma (hould on this member 6x4 
(a cruel and a defp'rate cafe, 
^From which beav'n fiiield my lovely iafs'i) 
For evermore all care is vain. 
That would bring Alma down again* 
As in habitual gout, or ftone, 
The only thing that ean J>e done^ 
3s to corre£l your drink and diet, 
And keep the inward foe in qiuet-: 
So, if for any (in of ours, 
~Or our forefathers, higher powerS) 
Severe tho' juft, affli& our life 
With that prime ill, a talking wifef 
^TUl death (httU bring the kind reliefs 
We mud be patient, or-be deaf. 

You know, a certain lady, Dick, 
Who faw me, wh.cn I. lad was ficky 
She kindly talk'd, at leaft three hours» 
Of Pkiftic fprmr, and Mcntal.pow^rkt 
Defcrib'd our pr-e-exifting ftatioq, , .* 

Before this vile. terrene creation:' 
And left I (hould be weary'd, Madamf . 
To cut things Ibort, €^int down to Adam i 

E 2 
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From whence) as fail ad (h^e was Me^ 
She drowns the world, add builiiii up Babel : 
Thro' Syria, Ferfia« <}reece ihe goes $ 
And takes the Romans In the ^Mt. 

But we'll defcafit on gen'hil natiire^ 
This is a fyflem, not a fatit^. 
Turn we this globe ; and let us fee. 
How difFVent nations difagree, 
In what we wear, or eat and d#in^k ; 
May, Dick, perhaps in what*We think. 
In water as you fmell afid talle 
The foils, tbrcf i^rhicti It fofe aUd pftft| 
lu Abnd^a manners you. may rdad 
Tlie place where <flit wa^ bord and htti* 
One people from their fwadling balidi 
Released their infant! fieet and h2^i : 
Here Jhnm to thefe littibs was brought ; 
And Sparta's oiFspHlig kiok'd Mid fdughtt 

Another taught their hzbcBr to talk^ 
Ere they cou'd yet in goe^carts wa4k : 
There Jlma fettfd in the tongue ; 
And orators front Athetis fpriing. 

Obferve but in tbefe neighb'dilg Jahdfi^ 
The difF'rent ufe of mduthd arid bittd^:: 
As men repos'd their various fa ot>^ ' 
In battles thefe, arnd tbofe in tropes. 
In Britain's ifleS) as H^ylin n6totf^ 
The ladies trip in petticoats \ 
Which for the honour of thttir natfoliy. 
They quit but on fdrioe grdM oticafiOii. 
Men there in breeches olad jQW titw t 
They claidi that gurmenti,' a^ ffcir dtt^« ^ . 

\ :. •' ^- ■ n 
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In Turkey the Tever{e^%pf4MtP: : : 
Long coats the h^ilghf^ Mi^rf/frMm : 
And greets his wife ^^ SlitS^y l^eeoke^i^;. 
If (he be feen wit|iour h^r lirce^bcs. 

hi our fantaftic Clmi^ thf fiMr 
With cleanly powder dry thfijf \mt\ 
And round their Wv^ W^ftft snd Iwadi 
Freih Sow'rs their n^iftgtfd p4«e9 flie4« 
Tour nicer Hoir^B^r^ft tbfeki^«i$et» 
With guts and tri{i^ lo4eck their feefi 
With downcaft ]oo1» eo Tptia'a UgSf: ' 
The ogling yo^iffa jpnaft hnmbly keg«. 
She would not fro<i\ hi«' Iwiffeaf f smoiMr 
At once his breal(foft> aild bit I'oire^t - ' 

And if the (kittiih nynspli ibQui<i% (. 
fie in a double fenf^muft die. 

We fimple To^fimf^a take deUgkt. 
To fee our woxi^i^^ leetblooh w]lite„ 
jftnd evVy faucy iit'bfcd fellcm* ' 
Sneers at a moutB profootifllgr yrilon^ 
In China fi^tm Ktl^ w)iMmn fwiQeti 
Except their fnags are blApk as jetf. 
King Chihu p«l ilkifi qoeena to dcatk^ 
Convi£l on ftatute, jivVy teetlu 

At Tonquin if a priooe fhoji^d die: 
(As Jefuits wxitCy who nerer lifi) • < . 
The wife, and eottnCbUpr, anal prisft^ . 
Who ferVd him moft, and lov'd hitt Wft*^ 
Prepare, and light his fun'ra) fire^ 
And chearful on the pile expire. 
In Europe 'twould be bi«d Jo fifid' 
la each degree one half £a kind* 

~E J. 
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Now turn we to the faitheft etft^ 

And there obfenre the gentry dreft ; 
Prince Giobt and his royal fiftera, 
ScarM with ten thonfand comely bliftert y. * 
The marks remaining on the fldng 
To tell the quality within. 
Diftrnguifh'd flafhet deck tfa« great : * 
As each excells in birth, orilate ; 
His oy let- holes are more, and ampler ;- 
The king's own body was a fampler. 
Nappy the climate, where the beau 
"Wears the fame fuit for ufe^ and (howt. 
And at a fmall expence your wtf<, 
If once well pink'd,. is cloath'd for life*- 

Weftward again the Indian fair 
Is nicely fmear'd with fat^of bear : 
Before you fee, yotr fmell your toad : * • 
And fweeteft ihe,. who flinks the moftj^ 
The fineff fparks, and cfeanell Beaux 
Drip from the (hoolders to the toes. 
How fkek theit' ikitisi* their joints how eafy4 
There floyens only are net greafy. 

I mentioned different ways ofbreeding-x 
Begin we in our chiMren^s reading. 
To Mafter John the Englifli maid 
A horn-book gives of* gihgcr-^bread ; 
And that the child may karn the better^. ' 
As he can name, he eats the letter : 
Proceeding thus, with vaft delight,. 
He fpells, and gnaws, from left to xight^v 
But (hew a Hebrew's hopeful fen, 
Where we fuppofe the booh beguai^ 
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The child would 'thank jrou for your kindneff^. 
And read quite backward from oik Finisi 
DcYour he learning ne'er fo fafty 
Great A would be refer v'd the laft. 

An equal inftance of this matter^ 
fB in the manners of a daughter. 
In Europe, ifa^harmlcfs maid^ 
By nature and by love betray'dy 
Should ere a wife bei^ome a nurfe ; 
Her friends would look on her the worfe* 
Ih China^ Dampier's travels tell ye ; ' 

(Look in his index- for Pagelli :}- 
Soon as the BritUh fbips unmoore» 
And jolly long-boat rows to (horCf 
Down come the nobles of the land : 
Zach brings his daughter in his hand^^- 
Befeeching the imperious tar 
To make her but one hour his care; 
The tender mother ftands affrighted^ •. 
Left her dear daughter (hould be flighted* 
And poor MifsYaya dreadi the (hauie. 
Of going back the maid (he came. 

Obferve how cuftom, Dicky compelb* 
The lady that in Europiie dwells ^ 
After her tea (he flips away ;. 
And what to doy one need not fayw 
Now fee great Eomonquc's queen 
Behav'd herfelf among the men: 
Pleased with her pupcht the gallant foul^ 
Firft drank, then waterM in the bowl, 
And fprinklM in the captain's face 
The marks of her peculiar gcacct 

E 4, 
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To qlofo Afa ptbit, we nee4 »ot foar». 
*^or inftance« ^ {9^ frcim homo. 
What parts gay Franjoe from fober Spain ^ 
A Ijttlc riCng rockf chsin. 
Of men born fou^ or xkOtA Vth' bllli 
Thofe feldom move j. tbcfc ne'er feind ftHh 
Dick, you love maps, and may perceive 
Rome not far diftant from Geneve. 
If the good Pope rfmaini at home, 
He^s the fira prince in Chriftcndam. 
Choofc then, goQdfope, at home to flay v 
Nor wcttward curious take jhy way. 
Thy way unhappy (hmild'ft thiju tale 
From Tyber's bank to ieman^lakei 
Thou art an aged .prieft ao i»ore, 
But a young flaring painted wborp | 
Th; fcx la loft : thy town is gMe^ 
No longer Rome, hut Bakylaa. 
That- fome few Icaguca ffiould make this ebangei 
To men unlcam'd feeraa mighty ftrange^ 

But need we, f*iend, infift on tbia?* 
Since in the very Cantont Swi(e^ 
All your philafopbcrt agree,. 
And prove it plain, that one may be 
A heretic,, or true believer^ 
On this, or t' other fide a river. 

Here with an artful fi^ilc, ^neth Dirffc, 
Tour proofs come mighty full, ^nd thick- 

The bard on this exteufive chapter^ 
Wound up into poetic rapture, 
Continued : Richard caft your eye 
By nig)jt upon ^ winter fkj ; 
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It by day^Iight on the (Irand^ 
Which: compafies fair Albion's land i 
If you can count the ttzfs that glow 
Above,, or fandt that lie below ; 
Into thefe common places look. 
Which f^m great authors I have took ; 
And count the proofs I have colIe£led, 
To have my writings well prote&e.d* 
Theie I lay by for time of need ; 
And tfabtimay^ft at thy leiAire. read. 
For (landing ev'^y critic^s rage, 
I fafely will to future age 
My Syjiem^ as a gift bequeath, 
Vi^rious over fpight, and death* 
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RICHARD, who now was half a-lleep,. 
RousM ; nor would longer filence keep x- 
dA^nd fenfe Jike this, in vocal breath 
Broke from his twofold hedge of teeth. 
Kow if this phrafe too harfh be thought ;. 
Pope, tell the world, 'cis not my fault* 
Old Homer taught us thus to fpeak ; 
If 'tis not fenfe \ at lead 'tis Greek. 

As folks, quoth Richard, prone to leadngy 
Say things at fir ft, becaufe they're pleating \ 
Then prove what they have*once aflerted \ 
Kor care to have their lie deferted \ 
'Till their own dreams at length deceive 'em; 
^nd oft repeating) they believe 'em : 
Or as again thofe am'rous blades, 
"Who trifle with their mother's maids \ 
Though at the firft their wild defire^ 
Was but to quench a prefent fire ; 
Yet if the object of their love 
Chance by Lucina's aid to prove ; 
They feldom let the bantling roar 
In balker, at a neighbour's door : 
But by the flatt'ring glafs of nature, 
Viewing themfclves in Cakc'breacP$ feature i 
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With ferious thought and care fnpport, 
What only was begun In fport. 

Jiift fo with yoU) my friend, itfarea^ • 
Who deal in philofophic waret ; 
Atomes you cut ^- and forms you meafurej. 
To gratify your private pleafure $ 
'Till airy feeds of cafual wif^ 
Do fome fantaftic birth beget : 
And pleasM to find your Syjiem mended, 
Beyond what you- at firft intended. 
The happy whimfey you purfue i 
'Till you at length believe it true. 
Caught by your pwn delufive art, 
Ton fancy firft, and then aflert. 

Quoth Matthew : friend, as far at I 
Through artor nature caft my eye ; 
This axiom clearly I difcern. 
That one muft teach, and, toother learni; 
No fool Pythagoras was thought : 
Whilft he his weighty dodlrines taught ; 
He made his lift'ning (cholars ftand. 
Their moiah ftill coyer'd with their band) 
£lfe, maybe, fome odd- thinking youib, 
Lefs friend to do£trine than to truth. 
Might have refused to let his ears 
Attend the mufic of the fpheres; 
Deny'd all trafifmigrating fcenes. 
And introduc'd the ufe of beans. 
Trom great Lucretius takes his void \ 
And all the world is quite deftroy'd. 
Deny Des*cart his fiibtle matter \ 
Tou leave him neither fire, nor water. 

E 6 
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How odiy wcMiM Sir I£i«e latki 
If yoU| in anfwer to hit book^ - 
Say in the {t^% of tbU 4ifcoiifffr» 
That things have nd Shjlw force l 
How coulc^ •9«r €ij/mic {ntnd$ g^ 09, 
To find the Philofopkic ftose ^ 
If you more powVui reaibtts biiog^ 
7o proves that there is bo fii«b thiog?' - 

Tour chiefit ixi £eieacfi< uid avti^ 
Have great conteinpt ol Atma\ ptrtf^. 
They find, (he giddy t6» or dull | 
She, doubts, if thin^ are votd» or fuU t 
And who Qiould be prefum'd to tfll^ 
"What fhe herfelf fiiouU fee, or fed P 
She doubts if two and two make fo«r# 
Though file has told thf in ten ttmot o'fff> 
It can't — it may be— and kmuft 1 
To which of tbcfcnttft ^nm.truft} . 
Nay further yet they Make hev ge> 
In doubting, if ftie d^ubre^ or so. 
Can Syllcgifm fet thioga right; 
No : Majors fofn with Minors fifht t ^ 
Or, both in fiifindly ccMifoit join'dt. 
The Confequence limps foft behind.. 
So to feme cunning autt Ihe goee^ 
And alks of him how nuicb fiieknowa* 
With patietice grave he hears hcripeaki. 
And from his (hort notes, giveft hear hack 
"What from her tsk he conapiehsnied s . 
Thus the difpute it wifely cn<kcl:: < 

From the account the lofer bcinga^ 
The conj'ror knowf^ who ftok the tfaiagl*. 



P O E. M & ]ib|f 

'Squire (interrupteci Dick) fincb wWn. 
Were you amoBgft theCe eumnii>g^ m«n ? 

Degr Dkk» <|iNDtlir Mat. let not thj ifercr 
Of Eloquence fpeil mf dtfomrle. 
I tell thee, this is .^ttva's cafe. 
Still a&ing) what fome wlfiB^aan fiifS, 
Who does bis min4 ii^ words rev«al, 
Vf hich all muft grant ; though lew ean fpelL 
Tou tell your dodor, that y'ant iljl a ^ - 

And what diQCA he but write a Uli, t 

Of which you need not icad one letter 9 
The worfe the fcrawl, th« dofe the bett^. ' 
For if you knew but ivbat ]iou take; 
Though you recover, he muft brealt. 

Ideas J forms f and inUlhBs 
Have furniih'd out three diC'^ient feSsi ' * ' 
SubftancCf or Accuifints ditidea 
iVll Europe into adverfq &dea» - ' 

Now, as engag'd in afona ariawa, • * 
You muft have finends to back your caufe t' 
In Phihfophic mUitt% fo 
Your judgment muft with ochcn go. 
For as in fenatcs» £o in £chooia, 
IMajority of voices rules. ' 

Poor Ahna^ like a lonely xkisr, ' 
O'er hills and dales does doubtful orrt 
With panting hailf, and quick furpriaey 
From ev'ry leaf that ftirsj^ (he Aiea : 
'TUl mingl'd with the aeighb'riiig herd^ 
She flights what erft flie ftsgly fear'd, 
And now, exempt from doubt and ^d^eadj^ 
She dares purfue ;. if they dare lead : 
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As their example ftill prevails ; 

She tempts theftreanii or leaps the pales* 

He theuy quoth Dick, who by your rule^* 
Thinks for bimfelfj becomes a fool. 
As party* man who leaves the reft^ * 
Is callM but whim/iecJ at beft. 
Now, by your favour, Matter Mat> 
Like Ralpho, here I fmell a rat. 
I muft be lifted in your feflr ; 
'Who,.*though they tieach noti can prote£ti 
Right, Richard, Mat. in triumph cryM : . 
So put off all miftruft and pride. 
And while my principles I beg, 
Fray anfwer only with your Icg^ 
Believe what friendly I advife : 
Be firft fecure }. and then be wife. 
The man within the coach that fics^. 
And to another's (kill (ubmits, 
Is fafer much (whitefer arrives) 
And warmer, too, than he that drives^ 

So, Dick Adept, tuck back thy hair^ 
And I will pour Uiio thy ear 
Remarks, which none did e'er difdofe, 
In fmooth-pac'd verfe, or hobltng profe« 
Attend, dear Dick ; ,lMit don't reply ; 
And thou may'ft prpve as wife as I. 

When. Alma^ now in different agesj 
Has finifh'd her afcending .ftages ; 
Into the head ac length (he gets^ 
And there in public grandeur fits, 
To judge of things, and <enfure wits* 
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Here, Richard, how.couU.! explaia^/ • 
The various lab'rii^tbs of the. brain ? 
Surprife n)f readers* whilft I ceii 'eoo^ 
<X Cerebrum, and.Cerebrelliiai? :. • 
How could I play th^ qominencakor 
Oa Dura, and on Pia Mater I ,. ,, 
Where hot and cold, and dry and wet^. 
Strive each the ptber's place to get^ ' 
And with inceflant toiI'an4 Axiitr 
Would keep poiTeffion during life. 
I Gttuld demonftrafe every p^rCf 
Where mem'ry lays up all her Aore-; 
And to an inch compute the (lation, 
Twixt judgment, and imagination* 

friend ! I could display much leacning^ 
At lead to men of fm^Udi&eroiQg, 
The brain contain^^eQ tboutand cclk: 

la each fome a£ktve facticy dweUs ; , . . . . 

Which always is at work, and framing \ 

The feveral follies I was naming. 

As in a hive's vimineous dome. 

Ten thoufand bees enjoy ibeir borne » 

Each does her Q:udiott8 a^ion yar y. 

To go and come, to fe|:cb and.cacry : 

Each iliil renews, her little labour ; 

Kor jufUes her alEduous neighbour ; > 

Each — whilft thU Tbeiis I maintain ^ . 

1 fancy, Dick, I know, thy brain. ., 
O with the mighty ,7i^<nc^a£Fe£ledy. 
Could I but fe^ thy head diflefted I 

My head, quotb Dick, tq ferve your whim I ^ 
Spare that^ and take (ome other limb» . 
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Siri in your ivke iffMfiB of Syftim^ 
Wife men propofe ; but foole affift 'eim 

Says Matthew : Richard, keep thy head^ 
And bold thy peace ; and iMl proceed* 

Proceed? quoth. Dick: Sir, I aver> 
Tou have already gone too £ar. 
When people once arc in the wrong;. 
Each line they addt i% much too long. 
Who faded walks, but walks aftra^ 
It only furtheftfrom fait way* ' 
Blefs your conceits ! mvft { believe^ 
Howe'er abfurdi rwbat yon eonceiire : - 

Andy for your friendfiiip, live and dio 
A Papid in philofophy J 
I fay, whatever y9u maintain 
Of Jlma in the heari,^ ot brain f 
The plained man alive may tell ye^ 
Her feat of empire is tbe belly : 
From hence fln: fends out tbofe fupplies, 
Which mdkes us either Hout or wife : 
The drength of ev'ry other member, , 
Is founded on ycair belly timber : 
The qualms or rapinrct of yo«r blood 
Rife in proportion. to your food: 
And if you would improve your tbougbt, 
Tou mud be fed, as well as taught. 
Tour ftomach mabca your fabric roll g 
Jud as the bias rules tbe bowl. 
That great Achilles might emp}<^ 
The ftrength de£gn'd to ruin Troy z 
He dinfd dii Koa^s marrow, fprea^ 
On toads of ammonitiott bread \ 
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But bf his motl^r fent um^f, 

Amongll the Tbr«cian girla to plajr^ 

Effeminate he fat and qmtet : 

Strange product pf a chsefe*>cake dietl 

Now give my arg^mest fair play y 

AihI take the thing the other way; 

The young(|er» mho at niqp an4 three 

Drinks with bis fiftcrs milk »iid tea. 

From breakfaft reacts ^ill twelve a olopjk^ 

Burnet and Heyliot* fiobbes and Lockc*^ 

He pays due Tifits aft^r noan 

To coufin AlicQ, and Unejl^ 3^n i 

At ten from coffeehoufe or pl^f 

Returningi finiffiiea tke d«y.. 

But give him Portj and potest 8ack|; 

From Milk^J^ fae ftarts up fl^kack: 

Holds that thf happy knew no hours t: 

So throiiji^ the ftreet ^t midnight femurs : 

Breaks watchmen's h^ds, and cfaalrmen^s glafl^t> 

And thence proceeds to nickiAg fafiiet i 

'^rill by fome tougher hand overcome, 

And firft bxock'd dovm^ and then kd home^^ 

He damns the footmanj. Artkes the maidy. 

And decently reels up fio bed. 

Obferve the various operationt- : 
Of food, and drink in fevoral nariene*^. 
Was- ever Tartar £eree or crud^ 
Upon the firength of water gruet I ' 

But who ihall (land his rage and foree^. 
If firft he rides, then cats his horfe i^ 
Sallads, and eggS| and lighter fare 
Tttoe the Iuliaa:fpark!s gMiur.^ : : . . . 
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JLndy if I take Dan Congreve right ; 
Pudding and beef make Britons fight. 
Tciiay and Coffee caufe thfs worky 
Between the German and the Turk i 
And both| at they proTifions tranty 
Chicane, ayoidy retire, and f&int. 

Hunger and^thirft, or gum and fwordt^ 
Give the fame death is-diff'Vent wordtv 
To pu(h this argumen^no farther ; 
To ftarve a many in law, is murder. 

As in a watch's fine macbme^ 
Though many artful fprings are feen r 
The added movements, wfaioh declare 
How full the moon, how jold the: year^- 
Derive their fecpndary pow'r 
ITrom that, which fimply points the bt»ur« 
Fofi though thefe gim-cracks were away 
(Quare would not fwear ; but Quare would iay) 
However n^ore redjac'd and plains 
The watch wpuld ftlll a watch remain ; 
But if the H0rat orbit ceafes ; 
The whoje (lands ftill» or breaks to pieces $. 
I^ now no longer what it was i 
And you may e*en go fell the cafe ;. 
So if unprejudiced you fcan 
The goings of tl^s clock-work^ man ^^ 
Tou find a hundred movements made 
By fine devices in his head : 
But 'tis the ftomach's folid ftroke. 
That tells his being, what's a clock. 
U you take off his /iift</'nV« trigger i 
He talks normore in mod^ and figures. 
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Or clog his Matbimatit wbeil % 
His buildings fall i his (hip ftaads ftill« 
Or laftlf) break his PoHtic weight ( 
His voice no longer Tules thr date* 
Yet if thefe finer whims were gone; 
Tour clock)- choiigh plain>9 would' ftill go om 
But fpoil the engine pf digeftion; 
jknd you entirely chtiige the qocftionf 
jf/nia'x aftdcsno pow'rcaa mend^ 
The jeft alasi-l. isat an end : 
Soon ceafes all this worldly^ biiAIe \ 
And you confign the corps to'Ruflek 
Now make your Alma:come'or go|» :<• 

Fromleg to handi from.top tojtoev '•■'-' 
Tour Sytftem\ without my additkmi. • i 
]b in a very fa^d condition. 

So Harlequin extoUM his horfe. ^ " 

Fit for the war» or road> or coune';- 
His mouth was foft; his eyei was |[ood V 
His foot was ftt^e^ as: ever trod r 
One fault b^ had| /i^ult mdeed;. 
And what was that } ifce horfe w^s' deadli 

Dicki from thefe i^flancesi and fetches^. 

Thou mak'ft of horfeSj dockSi and watchesi 

Quoth Mat, to me thou.feem'fl: toinlean^. • - 

Thar ^/ma. is a merp machiner* . ?i 

That telling others .what's a- clocks . 

She knows not what berfeif.has ftnickr 

But leaves to ftandcf s^by the trial. 

Of what is markM upon her dial. 

Here hold a blow, good.friend, quoA Di 
Aad rais'd bis vojca e^t^ing quitk ^ . 
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Fight fair^ Sir : wha^{'!a]over suant 
Don't you infer.:. Jnmgifmcnt, 
Srmilies are like fgngl 'in IcMier 
They much defcribe ; tjiey aothiag proi^ 

Mat, who was here a tittle gravtlPd |. 
Toft up jbiw B^fir* and wMild haffe'<^viPrf:: 
But« calling Hermes to htn »i4t 
Half-pleas'd, ^alf a»gry> tfao^ he fii^t ^ 

Where mind ('tjafocthe author^ -filnlc)' 
That Matthew call'd^ and Hormes ezmi* 
h danger heroes, aiid ia doiibc 
Poets find gods Jto hdp 'em out. 

Friend R]ch^c4» I faegiJito fotr 
That you and I (h|tU'icMC^^agnM«' 
Obferve hpw odiy ymi hrfbate t - ' 

The more I grant, the more yo« ord^r^' 
Bat, comiade^ as I faid jiift now^, 
i ihould affirm, an|l. yonallow* 

The Thefisi which you grant, ^was pMn | 

^nd with remarks sauiconitMolsteaae ye;; - 

In cafe the thiitg before* was t\{j% 

But in a poi^t ohfcuse aaddarkj '^* * 

We fight ittXeiboitS' did with Clarhe;. 

And when na jtafiin we can (bowy. 

Why matters this or that way go>' 

The (horteft way thQ Uiing we tty^ 

And what we jtiioir not^we d^my t 

True to our own o*crbcariog pride^ 

And falfe to all the world befide. 

That old .'^lofiopher grew: croff^ 
Who could noctelLvifaat mociM wa^& 
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Becaufe be'walkM againft bk ^iU^ 
He fac'd men down, tlial be ftdod ftilU 
And he wbt> reading on tbfs hoaft 
;( When all hU guodUiieti of art 
Could not expound its puUq^aqd 4€at) 
Swore, he had never ifit it beaftu 
Chryfippus, ioird ^y. Epicurus, 
IVfakes bold (Jove blefs him i) to aflttre uc^ 
That all things which, our miud can tiew^ 
JAay be at once both ^fe, and irvuti 
And Malebranche "bas an. odd. oooceiJ^ 
As ever enter'd Fr^mhaiaii's patec 
Sajrs he, fo little can dur mind 
Of matter, or of spirit fiad^ 
That we by guefs, at leaft, may gacbec ^ 
^Something, which may jbe beth)*OT neithiav 
faith, Dick, I m-uft cenfefsf '«i«t tgvA- \ 
jBut this is only enttc nmisj 
That many ictK^tfry poiiSts tbel-e ati^f. 
Which all difcufs, bet £ew are elear« . 
As nature ilily had thought fit^ 
Tor fomc by-ends, to crofa-bili ^it^ ^ 

Circles to fquarc^ aod cubes to doubU^, 
Would give a man exceffive trouble i 
' The longitude uncertain reams» . " 

In fpite of Wh n and his bombs* 

'Wh2Xjyftemf Dick, has eight aver'd 

The caufe, why wOmaif hsis no beard^ -'. 

Or why, as yeataour ^frame. anact, . 

Our hair giK>w8 whitefOUr teeth grow black? 

In points like tKefe^ vfe ttiuft agtee,. 

Oiir barber knows ^s much as wc» . . a 
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¥et ftill unable to 'exiJain» 

Wc muft perfift tHc bed we* can- ; 

"With care OMrfyJlsms ftiU renew, 

J^nd prove things iikelyi though not ixvct* 

I could, thoii fee'ft, in quaint difpute, 
By dint of Logic ftrike thee mute ; 
"With learned Ocill, now^pu(h| now parry^ 
•J^rom DariiKto Bocardo vary, - 
And never^yield, or, what is worfti 
Kever conclude the point difcours'd. 
ITet, that you hie st nunc nmy know^ 
How much you to my candor owe^ 
'I'll from the difputant defcend. 
To (how thee, I aflume the friend-: 
I'll take thy notion for my own-*- 
{So mod philofophers have done) 
'It makes my fyftem moxt compleatt 
Dick, can it have a nobler fate*? 
Take what thou wilt, faid Dick, -dear friends^ 
Sut bring thy matter to an end. 

I find, quoth Mat, reproof is vain ; 
Who firfl ofFend ^ill firft complain. 
Thou wiiheft, J (hould make to fhoar^ 
Tet dill put'ft in thy thwarting oar« 
m^hat Ibave told thee fifty times 
In profe, receive for on^c^in rhimes; 
A huge fat man in country<^fair, 
Or city churchy (no matter where) 
Xabour'd^and pufh'd amidft the croud, 
JStill bailing out extremely 4oud ; 
Lord fave us I why do people pre&l 
Anothetmarking bi« difiref^h • : 
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^iienHIy reply'd; pltrnip gentleman, 
Xict out as faft as e'er you can : 
Or ceafe toj^uQi, or to exclaim. : 
7ou make the very cioud you blame. 

Says Dick» your moral does not need 
The leaft return ; fo e'en proceed : 
Your ta]e> hol¥e'er applyM, was^ftort^ 
So £ar, at leaft, I thank you for't. 

Mat. took his thanks, and in a tone 
jdore magifterialy thuft^w^ent on. 

Now jfhna fettles in the liead } 
As has before been Aing, or faid: 
And here begins this farce of life^ 
r£nter revenge^ ambition> ftrife ; 
Behold on both fides men advance, 
To form in earned 3ays's dance. 
L'Avare not ufing half his floret 
Still grumbles, that he has no more; 
Strikes not the prefent tun, for fear 
The vintage (hould be bad next year^ 
And eats to*day with jnward forrow. 
And dread of fancy 'd want to«morrow- 
Abroad if the/t/r-/#2// you wear 
Repells the xjgor of the air ; 
Would you be warmer, if at home 
Tou had the fabric, and th^ i^m ? . 
And if two boots keep out the weather 4 
What need you have two hides of leather-? 
Could Pedro, think you, make no trial . 
Of a Sonata on his viol, 
Unlefs he had the total gut, 
Whence every ftcing at firft was cut ? 
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When Barui (hows foa hifi earton^ 
He always, tell you^ with a g^oin. 
Where two of that fame hand ifttt toriiy * 
Long before yotr, oi^ he wer« 'bdrn. 

Poor VcnfSo*s nrinrf "fo tavi^h is crbft^ 
For part of his iPetronius loft j - 
That he can never taice the painft 
Tounderdand what yet r^tdaiflS. 

What toil did hetieA Curio cake ? 
What ftri£t enquiries- did he tnake, 
To|;et one medal warning ytu 
And perfect all his ilodiati fetf? 
^Tis found: and O hie happy lot! 
^Tis bought|1ockM up>and lies forgot c 
^f thefe no more you hear him (peak : 
He now begins upon the Greelc. ' 
Thefe rang'd and {howM^ (hall in their tutai 
^'Hemain obfcure, as in theif urnS; 
My copper^lamps at any rate» 

For being true antiquei I .bought-; 
Tet wifely melted down my plate, ' 

On modern models to l>e wrought: 
And trifles i alike puritie ; 
Becaufe theyVe old ; becaufe they're new* 

Dick, 1 have^ feen you with deligbti 
For Gregory make a paper kite. 
And fimple odes too many (how ye^ 
My fervile complaif^ance to Cloe. 
Parents and loyer>s are decreed . 
By nature fools— ^—Tha€*d brave indeed 1 
<2^oth Dick : £uch truths are worth recetYing; 
Tet ftill Dickio;»k'd as hoc beUeviog^ 
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IToWy if^Riii to dirines and profe 
^t leave thy fraudf» and crimes, sind woe$4 
Nor think to-night of thy ill-nature^ 
But of thy foUieSf idle creature^ 
The tmras of thy uncertain wing» 
And not the maKce ofthy fting : 
Thy pride of being great and witt^ 
I do but mention, to defpife. 
^ view with anger and difdiin^ 
iiow little gives thee^joy or pain : 
A print, m Bronze, a^flowV, a root^ 
A &eUj a buttef-dy can do^* 
Ev'n a romance, a tune, a rhime^ 
Jidp thee to pafs the tedious time, 
HV^hich elfe would on thy hand remain : 
Though flown, it 4ie^er looks back again. 
And cards 'are dealt, and chefs'^boards brought 
To eafe the pain of coirtrd-thought* 
Happy refult of human wifl 
That Alma may herfelf forget. 

Dick, thus we aA I and thus we art^ 
Or tofs'd by hope, oriunk by care* 
With endlefs pain this man puffues 
What, if he gaiii'd, he could not ufes 
And t'other fondly hopes to fee 
What never was, nor e^er fliall be. 
We err by ufe, |;o wrong by rules» - 
-In gefture grave, -in adion fools : 
We join hypocrify to pride. 
Doubling the faults, we ftrive to hide. 
Or grant, that with extreme furprixe^ 
We find ourfclves at fisty 
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And twenty pretty things arc known. 
Of which wfi can't accomplifli one ; 
Whilft, as tnyfj^Jiem fays, the mind 
is to thcfc upper rooms confinM : 
Should I, my friend, at large repeat 
Her borrowM fenfe, her fond conceit 4 
The bede-roll of h^ vicious tricks i 
My poem would be too prolix. 
For could I my remark fuftain, 
Like Socrates, or Miles Montaigne ; 
"Who in ihefe times would read my boofcs^ 
But Tom 0* Stiles, or John p' Nokcs ? 

As Brentford ki.ags difcrectand wife, 
After long thought and .grave advice. 
Into Lardella's coffin peeping, 
Saw nought to caufc theix mirth or weeping 
So Jlpia now to joy or grief 
Superior, finds her late relief: 
Wcary'd of being high, or great. 
And nodding in her chair of ftatc ; 
Stunn'd and worn out with endlefs chat;^ 
Of Will did this, and Nan faid that j 
She finds, poor thing, fomc little crack, 
"Which nature forc'd by time., muft make.j 
Through which (he wings her diftant way: 
Upward (he foars : and down drops clay.:. 
While fome furviving friend fuppliea 
Hicjacet, and a hundred lies. 

O Richard, till that day appears, 
Which muft decide our hopes and fears^ 
Would Fortune^^Xm her prefent rage, 
And give us playthipjgsfor our agci 
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Would Clotho wafli her hands in milk* 

And cwift our thread with gold and Clk : 

Would {he4n frlendihip, peace and plenty^ 

Spin outpour yearsto four times twenty : 

And fliould we both in thi$ condition^ f 

Have conquer'd love, and worfe ambition^; 

j(Eire thofe two paflions by the way» 

May chance to fhow us fcurvy play :) 

Then Richard, then (hould we fit dowo^ 

Far from the tumult of this town : 

1 fond of my well-chofen feat, 

fAy pi£lurea^ medals, books x:ompleat : 

Or fliould we mix pur friendly talk^ 

O'er-ihaded in that fay'rite walk ; 

Which thy own hand bad whilom planted. 

Both pleas'd with ;ill we thought we wanteds 

Yet then, ev'n then oqe crofs reflexion 

Would fpoil thy grove, and my colle£lion : 

Thy fon, and his, e*er that, may die ; 

And time (bme uncouth heir fuppiy i 

Who fliali for nothing elfe be known. 

But fpoiUng all, that, thou haft done. 

Who fet the twigs, (hall he remember. 

That is in bafte to fell the timber? 

And what fliall of thy woods remain, 

Except the box that threw the main ? 

Nay may not time and death remore 
The near relations^ whf m I love ? 
And my coz Tom, or his coz Mary , 
(Who hold the plough, or fkim the dairy) 
]My fav'rite bopks and pictures fell 
To Smart, or.Doik!y by the ell ? 
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Kindly throw in a little figure, 
And fct the price upon the bigger ? 
Thofc who could never read their grammtr, 
"When my dear volumes touch the hammec. 
May think books beft, as richeft boaind. 
My copper medals by the, pound 
JMay be with Icarnedfjuftice weigK'd.: 
To turn the balance, Otho's head 
May be thrown in ; and forftbc«f»cttfe, 
The coin may mend a tinket*s ^kettle— ~ 

Tir^d with theic thoughts— ^Lcfs tirM than If 
Quoth Dick, with your philofophy—-^ . 
That people live ^and. die, ?! knew 
An hour agQ, as well as .you. 
And if fate ft>insalS^lo»gc^ years. 
Or is ialMiftc.to tjkc the fhears; 
J know, ^we muft both fortunes tif. 
And bear ««ir-evil8, wet or dry- 
yet let the.goddefs fmilc, or frown ^ 
Bread ,wc;fliall eat, or white, or brown-. 
And in a cottage, or a court, 
.torink.fine Champaignc, or muddlM ¥ott. 
What need of books tbcfc truths to tell, 
•Which folks perceive, who cannot fpell? 
And muft we'fpeaacles apply. 
To view what hurts our naked eye? 

Sir, if it be your wifdom's aim. 
To make me merrier than I am j 
ril be all night at your devotion*—— 
Come on, friend ; broach the pleafing notion » 
But if you would dcprefs my thought j 
lour Sjifim is not worth a groat—— 
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Fbr Plkto's fancies what care 1 1 

I hope you would dot have me die^ / 

Like fimple Cato in the plajs 

For anf^ thing thai he can fay ? 

E'en let him of ideal fpeak 

To heathens in his native Greek* 

If to be (ad is ta be wife ;. 

I^do mod heartily defpife 
I Whatever Socrates has faid. 

Or Tully writ, or Wanley read. 
Dear Drifts to fet our matters rtght^ 
^ Remove thefe papers from my fight ^ 

4 Burn Mat's Det^Cart*, and Artftotle : 

Herci^ Xpi^s^^o^ JM' mafter's btttle* 
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IT 18 hard for a man to fpeak of bimfelf with any 
' tolerable fatisfa£lion or fuccefs: he can be nO 
more pleafed in blaming bimfelf^ than in reading al 
latire made on him by another : and though ht may 
jaftly defire, that a friend (hould praife him : yet if he 
makes his own panegyric, be w>M get very fevir to read 
it. It is harder for him to fpeak of his Own writings, 
ilh author is in the condition of a Culprit: the public 
are his judges: by allowing too much, and conde- 
fcending too far, he may injure his own caufe, and 
become a kind of Felo de fe ; and by pleading and af- 
ferting too boldly, be may difpteafe the court that fits 
upon him : his apology may only heighten hisaccufa- 
tion* I would avoid thefe extremes: and though, I 
grant, it would not be very civil to trouble the reader 
with a long preface, before he enters upon an in* 
different poem; I would fay fomethinigf to perfuade 
him to take it as it is^ or to eoecufe it for not being 
better. 

The noble images and refleflions, the profound 
reafonings upon human aflions, and excellent pre* 
cepts for the governoient of life, which are found in 
the Proterbs, Ecclbsiastes, and other books 
commonly attributed to Solomon, afford fubjeds 
for finer poems in every kind, than have, I think, as 
yet appeared in the Gslbek, Latin, or any modern) 



ijd PREFACE, 

language : how far they were verfe in their original^ 
is a differtation not to be entered Into at prefent. 

. .Out of (his great treafure, which Hes heai>M up to* 
gether in a confufcd magnificence, above all order, I 
had a mind to colIe£l and digefl fuch obfervationsand 
apophthegms^ as mod particularly tend to the proof 
of that great aflertion, laid down in the beginning 
of the EccLEsiAsTBS, ALL IS VANITY, 

Upon the fubjedt thus chofenj fuch various images 
prefent themfelres to a writer'^mind, that he mu(i 
find it eafier to judge, what fliQuld be reje£led, than 
what ought to be received.- The diflBculty lies in 
Rawing, and difpofing; or (as the painters term it) 
an grouping fuch a multitude of diflFcrcnt objefisi 
prcfcrving ftill the juftice and conformity of ftyle 
and colouring, t\itjimplex duntaxat et unum^ which 
HoRACB prefcribes, as requidtq to make the whole 
pifture beautiful and pcrfc£i. 

As precept, however true in theory, or nfeful in 
praftjce, would be but dry and tedious in verfe, efpe- 
cially if the recital .be long ; I found it neceiTary to 
form fome %ory, and give a kind of body to the 
poem. Under what fpecies it maybe comprehended, 
whether Didafcalic, or Heroic, I leave to the judg^ 
ment of the critics; defiiing them to be favourable 
in their cenfure \ and not follicitous what the poem 
is called, provided it may be accepted. 

The chief pcifonage or character in ^he Epict is 
always proportioned to the defign of the work, to 
carry on the narration, and the moral. Homer in- 
tended to {how us in his Iliad, that diiTentions a* 
mongft great men obftru£l the execution of the nobieft 
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enterpri2«di and tend to tlie ruin of a ftate or king* 
dom. His Achilles therefore is haughty^ and paf<» 
fionate, impatient of any reftraint by ]aw8» and arro« 
ganfin arms^ In hiffOoTSSEr^tbe fame poet en dea* 
Tours to explain) that the bardefl difficulties may be 
OTercome by labouri and our fortune reftored after 
the fevetefl afflictions. ULrssBS therefore is valiant) 
Tirtuolrs, and patient. ViRGiLVdefign was to tell us^ 
bow from a fmall colony cftabiifbed by the Trojans 
in Italy, the Roman- empire rofe, and from what 
ancient families Augustus (who was his prince and 
patron) defcended. His hero therefore was to Bghv 
If is way to the throne, (till diAinguiihedand prote£):ed 
by the favour of the Gods. The poet to this end takes 
off from the vices of Achilles, and adds- to the vir- 
tues of Ultsses ; from both perfedting a charader 
proper for his work in the perfon of ^neas. 

As ViftGiL copy'd after HoMsa, other ^^/V poets 
have copied after them both. Tasso's Gierufalemme - 
JJiteratn is dirc£lly TV^j? Tiww facked; with this tiif- 
ference only, that the two chief charaders in Homer 
which the Latin poet had joinM in one, the Ita-^ 
LiAN-has feparated in his Godfket and Rinaldo ; 
but' be makes them both carry on his woik with very 
great foccefs. Ronsard's Franciade, (incompa*^ 
rably good as far as it goes) is again Virgil's ^^ 
NEis. His hero comes from a foreign country, fettles 
a colonyand lays thefoundauon of a future empire; I 
inftanee in thefe^asthegreated Italian and Frencu^ 
poets in the Epic. In our language Spenser has not 
contented himfelf with this fubmiffive manner of imi- 
tation : he launches out into very flowery paths, which 
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KM feeta to eonduQ; htm into one great road. Hif - 
Fairy ^een (l»d it been fioiihecl)mi|ift have ended in: 
the acoounty which every knight wm to gi?e of hia 
«dTenture8» and in the accumulated pmfes of hia be-^ 
roine GLoftii^MA. The whole would have been an 
Heroic poeiD» but in another caft and figurCf tbao^ 
any that ever had been written before; Tet it is ob*^ 
ferrable that every hero (as far as we can judge by 
the books ftill remaining) bears hia d^ingniflied 
charafkery and reprefenta fome particular virtue coo^ 
ducive to the whole defign. 

■ To bring this to our prefent fubjeft^ The plea« 
fures of life do not compenfatethe miferies : age fteala 
upon us unawareai and d\eath, as the only cure of our 
ills, ought to be expe£led» but not feared. This inftrdc- 
tion is to be illuftraied by the a£kion of fome great 
perfon. Who therefore more proper for the bufinefs^ 
than Solomon himfelf ? and why may be not be fup« 
pofed now to repeat what» we take it for granted^ be 
aded almoft three thoufand years fince ? if in the fair 
£tuation where this prince was placed} he was ac* 
quainted with forrow % if endowed with the greateft 
perfeffcions of nature^ and pofieSed of all the advan- 
tages of external condition, he could not find happi* 
nefs ; the reft of mankind may £ifely take the mo* 
narch's word for the truth of what he aflerts. * And 
the author who would perfuade> that we (hould bear 
the ills of life patiently^ merely becaufe Sol e if on 
felt the famci has a better argument, than Lucee* 
Tius had ; when in his imperious ways he at once 
convinces and commands, that we ought to fubmit 
to death without repining, becaufe Epicurvs died. 
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, Tire whole poem is a foliloquy : S0L09J^on is the 
perfon tha^ fpeaks : ht is at once the hero and the 
Wthotvi but he tells us very often what others (ay 
p} him. Thofe chiefly iniroduoed are his rabbiea 
smd pbilofophers in the firft book> and his women 
amd their attendants in the fecosd : with thefe the 
Acred hiftory inention him to have conveifed ; aa 
likewife with the angel brought down in the third 
booki to help him out of his diflGlcttlties» or at leaft- 
to teach him how to overcome them* 

Nfc Dfus interfit nifi dignui vmdice nodus* 
I prefume this poetical liberty may be very juftly al- 
Ibwed me on fo folemn an occaGon*- 

In my defcription I have endeavoured to keep to 
the notions and manners of (he Jbwisu nation, as 
the time when Soi^ohon lived : and where I aUude 

< 

to the cuftoms of the Greeks, I believe I may be 
jttftiGed by the ftrifkeft Chronology j though a poet ia 
not obliged to the rules that confine an hiftorian. 
Virgil has anticipated two hundred years i or the 
Trojan Hero and Carthaginian Queen could 
not have been brought together : and without the 
fame Anachronifm feveral of the fined parts of hia 
j£nris muft have been omitted. Our countryman 
Milton goes yet further. He takes up many of his 
material images fome tboufands of years after the fall 
of man : nor could he otherwife have written, or we 
read one of the fublimeft pieces of invention that was 
erer yet produced. This likewife takes oS the objec* 
tion, that fome names of countriesi terms of art, and 
notions in natural philofophy are otherwife expreffedy 
than can be warranted by the Geography or Jftronomy 
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ofSaLaitfON's time. Poets are allowe^d the fame 
liberty in their defcriptions and cbmparifonS| as pain"*- 
ters in their draperies and ornaments r therr perfon- 
srgcs may be drefs'd, not exaA?y in the fame habitr 
which they wore^ but in fuch as make them appear 
moft • grax:eful. In this cafe probability muft atone 
foT the want of truth; This liberty has indeed been* 
abufed by eminent maflers inr either fciencc. Rit-- 
FHi-Et and Tasso have (hewed their difcretion, 
where Paul Veronese and Ariosto are to anr^ 
fwer for their extravagancies. It is the excefs, not 
the thing, icfelf, that is blam'eablc. 

I would fay one'word of the meafure, in which this,, 
and mod poems of the age are written. Htrorc with 
continued ihimc, as Donke and his contemporaricr 
ufed it, carrying the fcnfe of one verfc moil commonly 
into another, was found too diflblute and wild, and* 
came very often too near profe. As Davenant* 
and Waller coriefted, anxl DnrDEN- pcrfcdled it; 
it is too confined : it cuts off the fenfc at the end of 
every fir ft line, which* muft always rhime to thcncxt 
following: and confcqnently produces too frequent 
an identity in the foaird, and brings every couplet 
to the point of an epigram. It is indeed too bro- 
ken and weak to convey the femiments and reprc*- 
fent the images proper for Epic, And as it tries 
the writer while he compofes, it muft: do the fame' 
to the reader while he repeats; efpecially in a poem 
of any confidcrable length. 

IFftriking out into Blank Verfe^ as MfLTQN did, 
(and in this kind Mr. Philips, had he lived, would 
have excelled), or tunning the thought into Alternate 
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and Stanza^ which allows a greater variety, and ftil! 
prefcrvcs the dignity of the verft ; as Spenser an<t 
Fairfax have done 5 if cither of thefe, £ fay, be ». 
proper remedy for my poetical complaint, or if any 
other may be found, F dare not aetcrminc: tarn onl^ 
inquiring, in ord^er to be better informed ; without 
prefuming to direft the judgment of others.' And. 
while I amTpeaking-of the verfe'itfcif, 1 give all juft 
praife to many of my friend* now living; .who have in 
Epic carried the harmony of their humbers as far, 
as the natnfc of this meafure will permit. But 
once more ; he that writes in rhimes, dances in fct* 
ters: and as his chain is more extended, he may cer- 
tainly take larger fteps. 

I need make nO apology for the fliort digrcflivc 
Panegyric upon Great Britain, in the firft book: 
1 am glad to have it obfervcd, that there appears 
throughout all tny verfes a zeal {or the honour of 
my country : and I had rather be thought a good 
Englifhman, than the bcft poet, or greateft fcholar 
that ever wrote. 

And now as to the publifting of this piece, the* 
I have in a literal fenfe obferved Horace's nonum 
fremaiur in annum ; yet have I by no means obeyed 
our poetical lawgiver, according to the fpirit of the 
precept. The poem 'has indeed been written and laid 
afidc much longer than the term prefcribed } but in 
the mean'timel had little leifure, and lefs inclination 
to revifc or print it. The frequent interruptions I 
have met with in my private ftudies, and .greant variety 
of public life, in which I have been employed; my 
thoughts (fuch as they ate) having generally been 
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tzprefled in foreign language* and eren formed By a ^ 
Kabitude very different from what the beauty and ele*- 
gance of Englifli poetry requires : all thefef and fome 
other circumRsmces which we had as good pafs by at 
prefenti dajudly contribute to make my excufc in this- 
behalf very plaufrble. Far indeed from defigning to • 
pcint, I had lock'd up thefe papers in my fcritoiret . 
there to lie in peace till my executors might have -^ 
taken them out. What alterM th'is defign^ or how 
my fcritore came to be unlocked before my cc^a< 
ivas nailed ; is the queftion. The true reafon I take 
to be the beft : many of my friends of the firft quality^ 
fined learning, and greatett underftanding, have wreft— 
ed the key from my hands by a very kind and irreftible 
violence : and the poem is publilhed, not without my 
confent ihdeedi but a little againft my opinion; and' 
with an implicit fubmiflion to the partiality of tbeif 
judgment. As I give up here the fruits of many of my 
vacant hours to their amufement and pleafure \ I (hall 
always think myfelf happy, if I may dedicate my moft' 
ferious endeavours to their intereft and fervice. And 
I am proud to finilh this preface by faying, that the 
violence of many enemies, whom I. never juQly of* 
fended, is abundantly recompenfed by the goodnels 
of more friends, whom I can never fufficieutly oblige. 
And if I here aflume the liberty of mentioning my 
Lord Ha a LET and Lord Bathurst as the authors 
of this amicable confederacy, among all thofe whofe 
names do me great honour in the beginning of my 
book, in the folio edition : thefe two only ought to 
be angry with me : for I difobey their pofitive ordcr» 
whilft I make even this fmall acknowledgment of their 
particular kindncfs. 
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ZoJsouQV piking bmppimfjf /r$m knowledge, eM* 
v^nis ihi learnid men •f bis kingdoms rejuim^ 
thpm Uixpiain to iim tie various opsrathns 
and sfeSis of nature $ difeourfis rf^ vegetaiUs% 
smimalsf and mam fropofes Jome que/lions con* 
eeming the origin^ and Jituation of the habitabU 
aartb i proeeeds to examhu the Syftem t/the vr* 
Jikle heavens doubts if there may not be a phs^ 
rality of worlds t enquire f^ into the nature ofjpi' 
fits and angels s and wi/bes to b^ more fully in^ 
formed, as to the attributes sfthefupreme Betngw. 
Me is ^mperfedly anfwered by the Rabbins, and: 
doctors i blames his own cturiofity s and concludes^ 
Ufat^ as to humam/i;ience,^.ALL is TikKivx. 



TEXTS chiefly alluded to in this BO 

V 

The words of the Preacher, the fon of David King of Jerofalem. Kt^ 
clefiqfles. Chap, I. ytrfe i. 

Vanity of vaDities, faith ibe Preacher, vanity of vanities, all is vanity', 

vcr. ». 
r communed with mine own heart, faying, [6, I am come* ta great e- 
fiate, and have gotten more wifdom, than all they that have been be- 
fore me In Jerafaleni : yea my heart had grfcat espcrieace of wiiSonv 
and knowledge.' wcr, 1 6* 

He fpake of treeS| from >the cedar-tree that is in IL^banop, even -unto 
the hyflop that fpringeth out of the wall j he fpake alfo of beafist 
and of fowl,- and of creeping things, and of-filbes, z Kings^ Chap. IV.. 
ver. 33. 

I know that whatfoever God doeth, it (hall be for ever' nothing can be- 
put to it, nor any thing taken from it ; and God doth' it, that mea* 
fliould icar before him, Ecclejiaftes, Chap. III. vtr. 14. 

Be hath made, every thing beautUiol in his time; «llb be hath let the 
world in their heart, fo that no man can find out the work that God- 
mAeth from the beginning to the end; ver. 1.1 . ' 

For 'in much wifdom is mu^h grief; and' he that increaieth knowledge*^ 
increafethforrow. Chap. I. ver. 1 ft. 

And further, by the(e, my fon, be admoniflied ; of makipig many book^ 
there is no end ;, and much-Qudy is a. weaxinefs of the fleflu Chapjt^ 
•^ XIL vcr* laK, 
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YE (ons of men, with |uft regard attendi 
OBfcrvc the preacher,, and believe the fricndi.' 
Whofe ferious Mufe infpires him to ^xpjain,. 
That all we al£)»^'and all we think, is vain. » 

That in this pilgrimage of Teyenty yeafs, 
Cyer rocks of perils, and through vales of tears 
Deftin'd* no march, our doubtf4il fteps we tend^ 
Tir*d with the toil, yet fearful of its end. 
That from the womb we take our fatal (hares 
Of follies, pafiions, labours, tumults, cares ; 
And at approach of death fhafl only know 
Thetfuths,,which fromthefe penfive numbers flow, 
That wc*j)urfue falfe joy, ami fuffcr real woe.- 

Happinefs, objefX of that waking dream,' 
"Which we tall lifcy ntiftaking :' fugitive theme ' 'I 
Of my purfuLng verfe, ideal (hade,* 
NotionaV good^ by fancy only made, - 

And by tradition nursed, faltacious (ir^» 
Whofe daubing, beams miflead our fond deCr-e^ 
Caufe of our care, and eVror of bur mind : 
Oh ! hadft thou ever been by heav'a defign'd 
To Adam, and his mortah race, the boon. 
Entire had been referv'd for Solomon : 
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po-me^e psirttal lot had l^eenboftowM | 

A)id in my. cup the golden draught bad flowed* 

But Ol ere yet origtn;^ man was made; 
Bre the foundations of this earth were laid | 
It was opponent to our fearch^ ordain'd. 
That joy, ftill fought^ fliould never be attain'd;» 
This fad experience cites me to reveal ; 
JLnd what I di^iate, is from what I feel« 

Bom as I was, great DaTid's fav'rite fon^ 
Sear to my people^ on the Hebrew throne^ 
Sublime my court with Ophir's treafures bleft^' 
My name extended to the fartheft ea&t 
lAj body cIothM with evVy outward grace^. 
Strength in my limbs, and beauty in my faccy 
My fliining thought with fruitful notions crown's^ 
Quick my iuTentioni and my judgment found. 
Arife (I commun'd with myfelQ arife : 
Think, to be happy ; to He great, be wife : 
Content of fpirit mud from fciepce flow }„ 
For 'tis a godlike attribute, to know\ 

I faid; and fent my ediSt through.theland r 
Atound my throne the lettered Rabbins ftandj^. 
Hiftoric leaves revolve, loi^g volumes fpread, 
The old difcourfing, as the younger read: 
Atteht, I heard^ proposed my doubts, and faid : 

The vegetable world, each plant and tree|. 
Its feed, its namCy its nature, its degree 
I am allow'd, as Fame reports^ to know^. 
From the fair cedarf on the craggy^ brow^ 
Of Lebanon nodding fupremely tall, 
!Ba creeping mofsi and fyJlof on the- wall : . 
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"QTet jttft and confcious to myfelf^ I find 
A thoufaad doubts oppofe the fearching mind* 
I know not mhy the 4eact delights the glade 
With bough$ extended, and a rounder (hade-.; 
Whilft tow'ring^rx in conic forms arife, 
Jknd with a pointed fpeac divide the (kles f 
- Nor vhyagain the changing oak fliould flieS 
The yearly honour of his (lately head $ 
Whilft the' diftingui(hM yew is ever fecut 
TJnchang'd his brancfat and permanent his greea» 
Wanting the fttn why does. the caltia fade? 
Vfhj does thc.cyprtfs flourilh in the (hade ? 
The^f znddatt, why love they to remaia 
j[n middle ftation, and an even plain ; 
^hilein the lower mar(h the^^ttr^is found.; 
And while the hill with o/fv^-ftade iscrowh'df 
"Why does one-climate, and one foil endue 
The blufliing poppy with a crimfon hue ; 
Xet leave the Sly pale, and tinge the violet blue ? 
IVhy does the fond carnation love to (hoot ^ 
A various colour from one parent root; 
•While the (antafticr^f//i^ drives to break 
In two*fold beauty, and a parted 'ftreak? 
The tminittg^jafminef and the blufhing rofif 
With lavifh grace their morning fcents difclofe^ 
The fmelling fi/AV0/# znJtJunquete dcchrt. 
The (Irotiger impulfe of an evening air. 
Whence has thei.tree .(r^olve me) or the flower 
A variens inftinfi:^ or a diffVent power ? 
Why fliould one earthy one clime, one ilreamf puc 

breath 
Raife this to ftrengthi and ficken chat to death ? 
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Whence doc« it happen, that the plant which weH 
We name the fenfitive (hould move and feel ? 
Whence know her leaves to anfwer her commamf^ 
And with qtuck bonror fly the neighboring handi 

Along the funny hanky or wat'ty mead^ . 
Ten thoufand flaiks their various blofibmsijpread:: 
Peaceful and lowly in their native foil. 
They neither know to fpin,. nor care to toU^ 
Yet with confefsM magnificence deride 
Our JvUe attire, and impotence of pride. 
The cowjlip fmiles,. in brighter fellow drefs'd. 
Than that which veils the nubile virgin's breaft« 
A fairer i:e,d ftandii bluihiag jn (he roff^ 
Than that which on the bridegroom's veftmcnt flows* 
Take hut the modeft lily of the field ^ 
And hf our pride will to our reafon yield. 
It muft by fure compari(bn be fhown 
That on th.e regal feat gresu David's foot 
Array'd m all his robes and types of power 
Shines with kfs glory, than that Gmple flowV. 

Of fiihes next, my friends, I would enquire. 
How the mute race engender, or rcfpire.; 
from the fmall fry that. glide on Jqrd<in's ftre.an;i . 
Unmark'd, a multitude without a name, ,, . 
To that Leviaths^n, who o'er the feas 
Immenfe jolls onward his impetuous ways. 
And mocks the wind., and in the temped plays. 
How ihey in warlike bands march gently forth • 
From fretxing waters, and the colder noi(th, 
.To fo.uth.crn. climes direding their t:areer, 
Their (lation changing with th' inverted jear* 
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How^n with careful knowkdge are inda'H, 
To chufe their proper bed, and wave, and food : 
To guard their fpawn, and educate >their brood. 

Of .birds, how eacH accofdiog to her kind 
Proper materials, for herneft can find ; . 
And build a frame, which deepcft thought in jnatt 
Would or amend, or 4mitate in vain. 
How in<fmall flights they know to try their youngs 
And teach her callow <cbi Id her .parent's fong. 
Why thefe frequent the plain, and thefo the wood. 
Why ev*ry land has her fpecific brood, 
Where the tall crane^ or winding ywa/fow goes. 
Fearful of gathering winds, and falling fnows^ 
If into rocks, or hollow trees they creep. 
In temporary death confin'd to flecp^ 
Or confcious of the coming evil, fly 
To milder regions, and a fouthern (ky. 

•Of beads and .creeping infe£ls fhall we trace 
ThewondVous nature, and the. various race $ 
Or wild or tame, or friend to man or foe, 
Of us what they, or what of them we know ? 

Tell me, ye (ludious, who pretend to fee 
Far into nature's bofom, whence the btt i;- . 
Was firft informed her v<>nt'roua flig^itt toiflDcer 
Through tcacklefs paths^ and an abj^fs of air* - s 
Whence fhe fiproids the flimy marflw and;knows 
The fertile hills, where fwecjer h^roage grows, 
And honey-making flow'rs their opening buds dif- 

cloie. 
How from the thicken'd mid, and fetting fan 
Finds (he the labour qI her day is donei 



:«44 * "O ^ M S. 



"Who tau^t her againft win<b and rain to ftrfr^ 
To bring her harden to "^tbe certain hi ve» 
And through the lipoid fields again to pafa 
Duteous, and hearkening to the^founding brafa ? 

And, O tboii'fiuggard, *tell ma why the aftf^ 
^JMidft fummer'a plenty thinks of winter's want^: 
By conftantfjourntes -careful to |>repare 
Her ftorest and bringing home the corny ear, 
£y what inftrudlion does (he bite the grain, 
>Laft'hid inearth, and taking root again. 
It might elude the forafight ofher care*? 
3)tfti»£i in either infe£l's deed appear 
The marka^yf thought, contrivance,-4i0pe and fear. 

Tk thy corporeal, and internal eye 
•On the young gnaif 4ir new-engenderM jlf^ / 
On the vile wonn^ that yefterday began 
To crawl; thf fillow<i6reatttres, abje£lman! 
Lik&tfacc they breathe, they mofe, tfaey tafte,'tbey fee^ 
They (how their paffions by their a£ls, like thee : 
•Darting their dings, they previoufly declare 
DeGgn'd rcTenge, and fierce inteitt of war t 
Xiaying' their eggs, they evidently prove 
The.genial pow'c, and full tfftSt of loite. 
"Each thtn has organs to digeft hia food. 
One to beget, and one reoeive the brood : 
Has limbs and-finews, blood, ^nd heaf^^d brain. 
Life and her proper fundions to fnftain. 
Though -the whole fabric fmaller than a f rain. 
What more can our penurious reafon grant 
To the Jarge Vfbak, or caftled ^hpbant. 
To thofe enormous terror* of the Nile, 
The cscftcdyhoi^i and long^tziVdcrccwUk^ 
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Than that all dtfFer but in ihape andnamef 

Each de&in'd .to a lefsjor lasgcr Arame i 
For;ppcent oatare loves a ^rariout a£U 
7rone to enlarge, or ftudieus tacontra^ : 

Now f^tn$,het 'work.too fmall, nowiioo immeafc^ 

And fcorns the measures of our feeble fefife. 

The objefi fpread too far, or raisM too highy 

3)enie8 its x^l image to tbe-eye : 

Ti0o little, it eludes the daczled iight:; 

Bpcomes mix'd blaokoefsy or unparted light. 

W^ter and air the varied :form confound ; 

:The ftraight looks crooked, and 'the fqaaregro^ra 
round* 
Thus while with fruitlefs hope, «nd wearied pain« 

"We fe^k great natiire's«f>owV, buffeek in vain; 

£afe (its th,e goddefs in ber daf4 retreat ; . 

Around her, m^jrriads of Ideas vf^^t, 

And endlefs ihapes, wbich themyfteriou^iqUeen 

NCaii take or\quit, -can. alter ^t'^retain : 
As frpm our loft purfuit flie wills fio hide 

""Her clofe. decree, andtha/len hu main pride. 

Untam'd and fierce tfac^tig^r ftili remains ; 
He tifttS'bis^life in btttng on his- chains-*: 

'for the kind gifts of water, avid of food. 
Ungrateful, and returning ill for good, 
He feeks his keeper's' flefb, andthrrfts his blood: 
'While the (lroiig"jAi»i#/, and the genVous^^r/iCy 
R^ftrain'd.and aw'.d by nunVinfepier force. 
Do to tbe rider's will tbcir rage fubmit, 
And anf^^er totbe fpur, and own the bit^ 
Stretch thcirglad mouths to meet the^feeder's hand^ 
Pleas'd with hii weighty and proud of iU$ command* 

Vol. II. G 
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Again : the londj'/ox roamt far abroad, 
'On fecret rapine bent^ and midnight fraud; 
Now haunts the cliffy now traverfes the lawn-4 
And flies the bated neighbourhood Jot man : 
'While the kind fpanieU and the faithful h^undf 
Likcftthaty^M: in (bape^and fpeciea found, 
Refufea through the cliffs and lawns to roam; 
Purfues the noced patb» and corets home ; 
Does with kind joy 'domeftic faces meet-; 
Takes what the glutted child denies to eat ; 
And dying licks his loog*loT»'d mailer's ktt. 

By what immediate- caufeth«y -are inclined. 
In manj a£lS| ^is hard, I own, to find. 
I fee in others, or I think I fee^ 
That flcjfltheir. principles, and ours agree. 
EVil, Hke 4is«'they ihun, and covet good ; 
Abhor the poifon, and receive the food. 
LikCwUS they love or hate: like us they know 
To joy the friend, or grapple with the foe. 
v'With feeming thought their a£lion they intendf 

JVnd ufe the mcsms proportion'd to the end. 

Then vainly the philofbpher ^r'vtnf 

That reafon guides our deed, and inftinft theire. 

HoT7 can we juilly diffVent caufes framcy 

When the tStds entirely are the fame? 

ilnflind: and ceafon how^can we divide ? 

Tis tl^e fbors ignorance, and the pedant's pride. 
With the fame folly fure, man vaunts his fway:; 

If the brute bead refufes^^o obey. 

For tell me, when the empty boafter's word 

Proclaims himfelf the univerfal lord^ 
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^oes he wt tremblei -left the Ihn^s paw 
Should join his plea againft the fancyM law ? 
IVould not the learned coward leaye the chair.; 
If in the'fchools or porches (hould appear 
The fierce byaifnaf or the foaming hear? 

Thecombatant too late the field declines^ 
AVhen now the fWord is girded to his loins. 
When the. fwift^veflel flies before the wind^ 
Too late the failor views the land behind. 
And ^is too late now back again to bring 
'£nqtiiry» raisM and tow*ring on the wing : 
Forward the'ftrivcs, avcrfe to be with-held 
4?roai nobler ohjedtsi and a larger field. 

Confider with me this ethereal fpace, 
Tidding to earth and fee the middle place. 
Anxious laflc ye» how the peniile ball 
Should never drive to rife, nor £ear to fall« 
When I reflefl:, how the revolving fun 
Does round our globe his crooked journies run^^ 
I doubt of many lands, if they contain 
Or herd of beafl:, or colony of man : 
If any nations pafs their deftin'd day6 
Beneath the ncighb*ring fun*s direfter rays : 
If any fufTer on the polar coafti 
The rage of Arftos, and ^eternal froft. 

May not the pleafure of Omnipotence 
To each of thefe fonie fccret ^ood difpenfe? 
Tbofe whoamiddthe horrid regions live^ 
May they not gales unknown to us receive ; 
See daily fliow'rs rejoice the thirfty earth, 
And blefs the flow'ry buds lucceeding birth :f 
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May they not pity U6» condemn'd to bear 

The various heav*n of an obliquer fphere ^ 

While by fixM lawst and with a juft return 

They feel twelve hours that {hade, for twelve that 

bfurn, 
And praife the neighboring fun, whofe conftant flaoie 
Enlightens them with feafons (lill the famei 
And may not thofey whofe diftant lot is cail 
North beyond Tartary's extended wade; 
IV here through the plains of one^contiaual day, 
'Six tfaining months purfue their even way ^ 
And fix fucceeding urge their dtrOcy flight, 
Obfcur'd with vapours and o'erwhelm'd with night : 
May not, I aft:, the natives of thefe climes 
(As ankials may inform fucceediqgtimes) 
To our quotidian chatige- of heav'n prefer 
Their one viciffitude, and equal (hare 
Of day arni night, difparted through the year? 
May they not fcorn our fun's repeated race. 
To narrow bounds prefcrib'd, and little fpace, 
Haft'nipg'from morn, atui headlong driv'n from tkooa^ 
Half of our daily toU yet Scarcely done ? 
May they-notvjuftly to our clings upbraid 
Shortnefs of night, and penury of (hades: 
That e'er our wearied limbs ^re^juftly blel: 
With wholcfomefleep and neceiTary red} 
Another fun demands return of care, 
The remnant tcril of yefterday to bear ? 
Whiin, when the folar beams falute their fighti 
Bold and fecure in half a year of light, 
UninterruptedNVoyages they take 
To the remotefl wood^ and fartket lake^ 
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Manage the fi(hing». and purfue the courfe 
With more extended nerves> :|nd more continued force* 
And when declining day forfakes their iky ; 
When gath'ring cloudt fpeak gloomy winter nigh ; 
With plenty for the coming feafon bleft, 
Six folTd months (an age) they livC) released 
From all the labour, procef8» clamour, woe. 
Which oujr fad fc^^i^s of daily aSion^ know: 
They lights the {hipipg.l;ijmp, prepare the fcafti 
And with fuU mirth rreceive the welcome gueft^ 
Or tell their tender loves (the only- care 
Which now they fuffier) to the lift'mngfau^^ 
And raisM in pleafure, or reposM in eafe 
(Grateful alternates of^fubdantial peace) 
They*blefs the long no^urnal infiuenjee (bed^ 
On the crown'd goblet, and the genial bed. 

In foreign iilei which our difcov'rers ind^ 
Far from this length of continent disjoin'dr* 
^c rogg^ har% or fpottcd Ijinx^s broody. 
Brighten ihe vaUie^f and infeflt the wood ; 
The hungry crocQcHht and higkig/nakt 
ZiUf k in the troubled ilreftm and fenay brtk^ : 
Aiid man mitaught, aod raT^us as the beaft^ 
Does valley,, wood, and bxakcy. an4 ftream infeiL- 
DerivM thefe men and animals their birth 
From trunk of oak, and pregnant womh of eaith i 
Whence then the old belief that all begaa 
In Eden's Q)adc, and one cre^teti man ? 
Or {^ant, this pcogcuy was wafted o,'er 
By coafting boats, from next adjjacent (bore: 
Would.tjhofe, from whom we will ijapppfe.tbeyfpring» 
Slaughter to hacmlefs laads, a^d poifon bring.? 
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Would they on board or iearSf or iynxfs take^ 
Peed the (tic-addir, and the brooding yha)^^ ^ 
Or could they think the new difcover'd ifle 
Fleas'd to receive a pregnant crocodile f 

And fince the favage lineage we mud trace 
From Noah fav'd, and his diftingui(h'd race j 
How (hould their fathers happen to forget 
The arts which Noah taught, thfe rules he fet». 
To fow the glebe» to plant the generous Tine^ 
And load with gratefulflames the holy (hrine ?^ 
While the great Cre's unhappy fons are found) 
UnprcfsM their vintage, and untiU'd their groiHwt 
Struggling o'er dale and hiH in queft of food^ . 
And rude of arts, of virtue^ and of God. 

How (hall we next o'er earth and fbas purfae 
The varied forma of every thing we view \ 
That all is chang'd, though all is dill the famc^v 
Fluid the partem yer durable the frame ?. * ' 
Of tfaofe materials, which have been confe(t 
The priftine (prings, and parents of the reft. 
Each becomes other. Water ilopM gives Urtb 
To grafs and plants, and thickens into earths. 
BifFus'd it rifes in a higher fphere; 
Dilates its drops, and foftens into air;. 
Thofe finer parts of air again afpire : 
Move into warmth, and brighten into fire : 
That fire once more by thicker air overcome, 
And downward forc'd, in earth's capacious won>& 
Alters its particles ; is fire no more ; 
But lies refplendent duft, and ihining ore ; 
Or running through the mig.hty mother's veiQf>« 
Changes its fliape ; paca off its old remain»|. 
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ITiRch waifrf parts its leilbn'd force difidet $ 
Flowf into wares* and rifes into tides. 

Difparted ftreams (ball from their channels ftf^ 
And deep fureharg'dby fandy mountains Kq^ 
Obfcurely fepulchred. By beating raini 
And furious wind down to^the diftant plain 
The hill, that hides his head abore the ikies» 
Shall fall : the plain by flow degrees Qiall rife* 
Higher than erft had ftood the fummit-hill :. 
For time mud nature's great behefts flilfih 

Thus by a length of years, and change of fate^ 
Ml things are light or heavy, fmall or great : 
Thus Jordan^s waves (hall.futuie clouds appear ^^ 
And Egypt's pyramids refine to arr. 
Thus later age (hall a(k for Pifon^s flood: 
And travellers enquire, where Babel ftood« 

Now where we fee thofe changes often firil^ 
Sedate we pafs them by as natural : 
Where to our eye more rarely they appear^ 
The pompous name of prodigy they, bear i 
Let ^€L\vt thought thefe clofe meanders trace : 
Let hufman wit their dubious bound'ries. place* 
Are all things miracle \ or nothing fuch ? 
And prove we not too little, or too much ? 

For that a branch cut qS^ a witber'd rod 
Should at a word pronounc'd' revive and bud^. 
Is this more ftrange, than that the moun^InVbrow^ 
Strip*d by December's frod, and white with fnow, 
Shou'd pufli, in fpring, ten thoofand blooming buds;. 
And boaft returning leaves, and bloon^ing woods i . 
That each fucceflive night from4>pening heav'a. 
The food of aog^els fliould to man be g^iv'n % 
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Is this more tknngiSf dian tliat with commoft breads i 

Our fainting bodm^vety day are fed y 

Than thac each grai» and' feed confam'd iti earthy- V 

Raifes its ftore^. and muItipKet its birth ; 

And from the handful which the tiHer fows. 

The labom^'d fitlds rej^iee, afid future barveft ffows ?^ 

Then from whatever we can ta fenfe produce 
Common and fhwi or wotid'rous and abftrufbf 
From nature's conflant or eccentric liawsf 
The thoughtful ioiil this geft^ral inineniee draws, 
That an effe£t^ muft prefuppofe a caufe. 
And while (he does her upward flight fuflaiDy 
Touching ea^h tiijkef the eontimi^d' chains > 

At length (he is oUi^d and fdre'd to ftt 
A firft, a fottrct) altfe^^ a Deiff*; 

What has for erer been, ai^d muft fbr evor be. 
This great exiHelice thtis bf reafoir found, 

Bleft by all powV, witfeall perfeftion crown'd't- 

How can we bind or limit his deeret, 

By what our ear has heard, or eye may* fee ?' 

Say then : ir all in heapa of wtter^loft, 

Beyond the tftands, and the mid- land coaft? 

Or has that God, who gave our world its birtb^. 

Sfiver'd thofe watera b^ fome other earth,. 

Countries by future ptow-iharea t& be tori^ 

And cities raisM by nations yet unborn I 

Ere the progreflive courfe of reftlefs age 

Performt three rboufand tnnes its annual ftage y 

May not our power and learning be fuppreft s 

And arts and empire learn to eravel weft ? 
Where, by the ftrangth of this i^ cbarmV^ 

Lighteafd with glory, and wftb ra^^tttre warm'd,, 
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Jfilcends my. rpvil ? what Tees (lie white and great 
Amidft fubjedied feas? an Ifle the feat 
Of powV and plenty i ber imperial throne» 
For jufticc and for mercy fought and known ; 
Virtues fublime, great attributes of Heaven, 
From thence to this diflinguifli'd nation* giv'n : 
Yet farther weft the weftern Ifle e^ctends 
Her happy fame; her armed fleet (he fends 
To climates folded yet ffom human eye ; 
And lands^ which we imagine wave and fky^ 
From pole to pole flie hears her adls refound. 
And rules an empire by no ocean bound ; 
Knows her (hips anchor'dj and her fails unfurl'd 
In other Indies, and a fecond world. 

Long (hall Britannia (that muft be her name) 
Be firft in conqueft, and pre(ide in fame : 
Long (hall her favour'd monarchy engagq 
The teeth of enyy, and the force of age : 
ReTcr'd and happy (he (hall long remain^ 
Of human things lead changeablei lead vain« 
Yet all mu(t with the gen'ral doom comply » 
And this great glorious pow'r, tho' laft, muft die. 

Mow let us leave this earth, and lift our eye 
To the large convex of yon' azure (ky ; 
Behold it like an ample curtain fpread, 
Now ftreak*d, and glowing with the morning red ; 
Anon at noon in flaming yellow bright, 
And chufing (able for the peaceful night. 
A(k reafon now, whcnccJigbt and (hade were giv'nj 
And whence this great variety of heav'n : 
Reafon our guide, what can (he more reply» 
Than that the fun iUuminates the (ky } 
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Than that night rifcs from his afefent raf^ 
And bis returning luftrc kmdfes daj ? 

But wc cxpcft the morning red in vain i 
*Tis hii in yapours, or obfcur'd by rain. 
The noon-trdc yellow wcin vain require : 
*Ti8 hhck in ftorm, or red Jn lightening fire. 
Pitchy and dark the nigtit fometimes appears. 
Friend to our woe, and parent of our fears : 
Our joy and wonder fometimes flie excites, 
With (hrs unnumbered, and eternal lights. 
Send forth, ye wife, fend forth your laVring thoughts 
Let it return with empty notions fraught. 
Of arry columns cvVy moment broke. 
Of circling whirlpools, and of fphcres of fmokc: 
Yet this folution but once more affords 
New change of terms, and fcaffoWing of words r 
In other garb my queftron I receive ; 
-And take the doubt the very fame I gave. 

Lo I as a giant ftrong the lufty fun 
Muhiply'd rounds in one great round docs run^ 
Twofold his courfe, yet conftant his career. 
Changing the day, and finifhing the year» 
Again when his defcending orb retires, 
-And earth perceives the abfencc of his fires ^ 
The moon affords us her alternate rayt 
-And with kind beams diftributes fainter day: 
Yet kci-ps the ftages of her monthly race, 
Various her beams, and changeable her face. 
Each planet fliining in its proper fpherc. 
Does with juft fpecd his radiant voyage ftccr : 
Each fees his lamp with different luftrc crownM: 
Each knows his courfe with diffVcnt periods bound : 
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!ilnd in his pafiage thro' the liquid fpace, 
Mor hftftCRSy nor retards his neighbour's raee^ 
Now (hxne thefe planets with fubAantial ray4 f 
Does innate luftre gild their mea(ur'd days ? 
Ordo they {^s your fchemesi I think) have fliown) 
Dart furtive bean^s^ and glory not their own. 
All fervants to that four'ce of light, the fun ? 

Again I fee ten thoufand tboufand (lars, 
Nor cad in lines, in circles, nor in fquares : 
(Poor rules, with which our bounded mind is fill'd. 
When we would plant, or cultivate, or build)^ 
But (hining with fucb vaft» fuch various light. 
As fpe^ks the hand, that £orm*d them, infinite t 
How mean the order and perfe^ion foughe 
In the bed produ£); of the human thought. 
Compared to the great harmony that reigns 
In what the fpirit of the world ordains ! 

Now if the fun to earth tranfmits his ray, 
Tet does not fcorch us with too fierce a day; 
How fmall a portion of his pow'r is giv'n 
To orbs more diilant, and remoter heav'n f 
And of thofe Aars, which our imperfe£k eye 
Has doem'd, and fix'd to one eternal flcy, 
Each by a native ftock of honoiir great. 
May dart (Irong influence, and difFufe kind heat, 
Itfelf a fun ; and with tranfmiilive light 
JEnliven worlds deny'd to human fight : 
Around the circles of their ambient (kie& 
New moons may grow or wane, may fet or rife ; 
And oth«r ftars may ta thofe funs be earths ; 
Give their own elements their proper births ; 
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Divide their clime^y or elevate their p&le-; 
See their lands flourifh, and their GC«tttis roUf 
Yet tbefe great orbs thus radically brightt 
Primitiye founts, and origins of ligbtj 
May each to other (as their drfF'rent ff^erc 
Idakes or their diftance, or their height appear) 
Be fcen a noblery or inferior flar ^ 
And in that fpace, which we call air and ffiy^ 
Myriads of earths, and moonsy and funs may Ire 
Unmeafur'd', and unknown by human eye. 
In vain we meafure this amazing fpberet 
And find and fix its centre here or there y 
While its circumference fcorhing to be brought 
Ev'n into fancy'd Qjace, illudes our vanquiQi'd tboaght. 

Where then are all the radiant ww/?^/ driven 
With which your gueffes filPd tho frighten'd heav'n ? 
Where will their fiftious images remain ? 
In paper fehemes, and.the Chaldean-s brarn. 

This problem yet, this offspring of a guefs^ . 
Let us for once a child of truth confefs ; 
That thefe fair ftars, thefe obje£ls of delight 
And.terrors to our fearching dazl'd fight. 
Are worlds immenfe, nnnumber'd, ifnfinite; 
But do thefe worlds difplay their beams, or guide 
Their orbs, to fervc thy ufe, to pleafe thy pride i 
Thyfetf but duft : thy ftature but a fpan, 
A moment thy duration ; foolifh man ! 
As well may the minuted emmet fay^ 
That Caucafus w^s rais'd to pave his way: 
The fnail, that Lebanon's extended wood 
Was deflin'd only for his walk, and food ; 



F O E M & ist 

The vHeft cocklei gaping, on the coaft 

Thar romids tbe ample fea^i as well may boaftt 

The craggy rock projefis above the fky. 

That he in fafety zf. its foot may lie v 

And the whole oceaiv'^s confluent waters fwell 

Only to quench his thirft,ormoveand blanch his (hell*- 

A higher flight the ventVous Goddefs triesy. 
Iicaving material wor]ds» apd local fktes : 
Enquiress what are the beingSi where tbe fpac^ 
That formM and held the angels ancient race* 
For rebel Lucifer with Michael fought 
(I offer only what tradition taught) 
Zmbattrd cherub againil cherub rofe j. 
Did (hield to (hield, and powV to pow*r oppofe t- 
Heav'h rung with triumph ; hell was fHl'd with woes. 
What were thefe forms of which your volumes tell. 
How feme fought great-, and others recreant fell ^ 
Thefe bound to bear an everlafling load,^ 
Durance of chain» and Ijanifhment of God ^ 
By fatal turns their wretched (Irength to tire ; 
To fwim in fulph'rous lakes> or land on folid fire^ 
Whilft thofe exalted to primaeval lights 
Excefs of blefllng and fupreme delighty 
Only perceive fome little paufe of joys 
In thofe great moments, when their God employs. 
Their minidry, to pour his threaten^ hate 
On the proud king, or the rebellious flate: 
Or to revcrfe Jehovah's high command, 
And fpeak the thunder falling from his hand^ 
When to his diity the proud king returns. 
And the rebellious (late in alhes mourns« 
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How can good angels be in heaven confinM ;• 
Or view that prefence> which no fpace can bind T 
la God aboTC) beneath, or yon% or here ? 
He who made al}» is he not cv'ry where ? 
Oh how can wicked angels find a night 
So dark to hide 'em from the piercing light. 
Which form'd the eye, and gave the powV of fight^ 

What mean I now of angel, when I hear 
Firm body,' fpirit pure, or fluid air I 
Spirits to aftion fpiricual confin'd, 
Friends to our thought, and kindred to our mind^. 
Should only ad and prompt us from within^ 
Nor by external' eye bq ever feen. 
Was it not therefore to our fathers known. 
That thefe had appetite, and l^mb, and bone ? 
£lfe how could Ab;am wafh their weary'd feet f 
Or Sarah pleafe their tade with fav'ry meat ? 
Whence ihpuld rhey fear ? or why did Lot engage 
To fave their bodies from abutive rage ? 
i^nd how could Jacob in a real fight. 
Feel or rcfifl the wreflling angel's might?" 
How could a form Lta flrength with matter try? 
Or how a fpirit touch a mortal's thigh ? 

Kow are they air condensed, or gathered rays f 
How guide they then our prayer, or keep our ways^ 
By flronger blaAs (till fubje6l: to be toft, 
By tempefls fcatter^d, and in whrrlwinds loft ? 

Have they again (as facred fong proclaims) 
Subftances real, and exifting frames ? 
How comes it, (ince with them we jofhtly (hare 
The great efFeft of one Creator^s care j 
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TbaC whilfl: our bodies ficken, and decaff 
Their's are for ever healthy, yoaag, and gay f 
"Why, whiift wre ftrugglje in this rale beneath, 
With want and forrow, with difeafe and death. 
Do they more blefs'd perpetual life employ 
On fongA of pleafure, and in fcenes of joy ? 

Now when my mind has srU this world furvey'd. 
And found, that nothing by itfelf was made; 
"When thought has.rais'd ftfclf by juft degrees. 
From vallies crownM with flowers, and hills with trees^ 
From fihoakiog min^rak, and from riHng dreams ^ 
From fatt'ning Nitus, or vi£l;oriou8 Thames ^ 
l^rom all the living, that four footed move 
Along the (hore, the meadow, or the grove ^ 
From all that can with ftns, or feathers fly 
Through the aerial, or the wa try iky ; 
From the poor reptile with a reasoning fouf^ 
That miferable mailer of the whole i 
From this great objeft of the body's eye. 
This fair half-round, this ample azure £ky. 
Terribly large, and wonderfully bright 
With ftars unnumber'^d, and unmeafur'd lights 
From eflences unfeen, celeftial names, 
Enlightening fpirits, and minifterial ffames, 
Angels, dominions^ potentates, 'and thrones. 
All that in each degree the name of creature owns : 
Lift we our reafon to that Sovereign Caufe 
Who bleft the whole with life, and bounded it with 

laws $ 
Who forth from nothing called this cbmely frame. 
His will and a£l| his word and work the fame s 



1^0 W O E M St 

To wbetn a thouiand years ar« bt^t a day^ 
Who bade tbe light her genial beams difplay^ 
And fct the mooxip an4 taught tt^e fua his way : 
Who waking time» bis creaturer f(em the foucce- 
Primaeval^ ordered his prede(lio'd courfe ^ 
Himfelfy as in the hoHo^ of his hand, 
Holdingt obedient to his high coxpni^aQcU 
The deep abyfs, the long conti&u'd (lore,, , , 
Where months^ andday9» ai)d hours, andini^uteai 

pour ' : .. - 

Their floating parts, and rbeneeforth are*no more. 
This Alpha and Omega,- firft and laft> . 
Who like the potter in a mold has caft 
The world's great frame, commanding it to be- 
Such as the eyes of fcnfe and reafo;i Tee y. 
Yet if he wills, may change or fpoil t|)e whole : 
May take yon' beauteous, myftic, ftarry roll, 
And bura it, like an ufelefs p.arcbment fcroli ; 
May from its bafis in one moment poujr 
This meUed eafth— — 
Like liquid metal, and like burnirig ore: 
Who fole in pow'r at the beginning faidj 
Let fea, and air, and earthy and heav'n be made: 
And it was fo— — And when be fliall ordain 
In other fort, has but to fpeak again. 
And they. (hall be no more : of this gfcat theme, . 
This gloriQus, ballow'd, .everlalling name^ 
This God, 1 would difcqurfe— -r— — 

The IcarnM ciders fat appal'd, amaz'd ; 
And each with mutual look on other gaz'd* 
Nor fpccchthcy medicate, nor anfwer frame: 
Too plain, alasi their filcnce fpake their fhame : 
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Tnionet lawhom an oiitwtr^inien appew'dV 
And turn fnperior to the i^itgar herd) 
Began v that human learning's furtheft reaclH 
Was but to note the do^rines I could t^acb y 
That mine to fpeak» and theirs- was to obey t 
Eof I in knowledge more> than powV did fwij^t 
And tbe:.aftoniflil<l^w<^ld in me beheld 
Mibfeaectips'd, and Ji(fl«'s fon e^eird. 
Hiimble a fecond bow'd, and took the w»rd|.. 
Forefawtny-name by future age ador'd^ 
O live, f»d he^ thwr^wifeft' of the wife I' 
As none has equ^ird^ aoa« iQiall ever riie^: 
Excelling thee— -* 

Parent of Wicked, bane of hoiieft dee<b|!. 
Pernicious: fiattVy h thy.malignant feedi^> 
In an ill hour, and by^ a fatal hand- 
Sadly diffused o'er vk tue^s gleby land^' 
With rifing. pride amidft the com app^ai^ 
And ch0ak*the hopes and barveft o£ the year* 
And^now the whole perplexM ignoble crowd 
Mute to- my^ queftionsy in my praifes Ioud> 
Ecbo'd tbc word : whence thingit arofe». or hmH^ 
Tbey> thus ezift| the apteft nothtng^kaow i 
What yet.irnotv but is ordained ta be^> 
All veil t)f doubt' aparti tire dulled foe; 

My prpphetsi and my> fophifts 6nifiiSa her^:^ 
Their dvil efibrts of the verbal war : 
Not fo my^ R^bbinSf and^logtciasts ytdd k 
Retiring ftill tbey combat: from the. field 
Of open arms^ uftwiUsng they departi 
▲ad feulk bftuad the. fubacrfufic oBmU 
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To fpeaJc one thing mix'd diale£ts thej join s^- 
Divide the fimple, and the plain define ; 
Fix fancyM lawSf and-^form imagined rulea. 
Terms of their art, and}argon of their fchook^^ 
Bl'grounded maxims by falie glofs enlarg^d^ 
And captious icience againA reafon charg'd« 

Soon their crude notions with each other fought;' 
The adverfe k& deny'd, what thisliad taught ; 
And he at length the amplefttriumpfa gain'd^ 
WhocontradiQedwhat the laft maintained. 

O wretched impotence of human mind ! *> 

We erring ftill excufe for error find j C 

And dslrklmg gf ope^ not knowing we are Uiod. ^ 
Vain mani fi'hce firft the^bla{hing.fire eflay'd^ 
. His folly with conne£led leaves to (hade ; 
How does the crime of thy refembling raee 
With like attempt that priftine eiror trace f 
Too pliiii th]^.nakednef8 of foul efpy'd, y 

Why doft tbou ftrive the confcious (hame to hide > 
By ma(ks of eloquence^ and veils of pride i ^ 

With outward fmiles their flatt'ry I received; 
Own'd my fick mind by their difcourfe selievM ; 
But bent and inward to myfelf again^ 
Perplez'd, thefe matfers I revolv'd ; io vaifi'* 
My fearch ilill tir^d» my labour ftill renewMj. 
At length I ignorance and knowledge viewM, 
Impartial ; both in cqmal ballance laid \ EWeigb'd. 
Light flew the knowing feale : the doubtful beavj 

ForcM by reflexive reafon^ I cosfefs^ 
That) human fcience is uncertain g«ief». 
Alas! we grafpat cloudsi and beat the air^ - 
yexing that fpirit ve intend to clear. 
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Can thought beyond the bounds of matter climb ? 

Or who (hall ,tell me what is fpace or time? 

Ih vain we lift up our prefumptuous eyes 

To what our Maker to their ken denies : 

The fearcher follows fad ; the obje£k failer ffies* 

The little which imperfe£Uy we find. 

Seduces only the bewilder'd mind 

To fruitlefs feareh of fomething yet behind* 

Various difcuffions tear our heated brain ; 

Opinions often turn^ (lill doubts remain^ 

And who indiriges thought^ incrcafes pain?^ 

How lurrow limits were to wifdom giv^n ?^ 
Earth flie furveys^ (he thence would meafure beav'n i;. 
Thro' mifts obfcurib, now wings her tedious way.;^ 
Now wanders dazl'd with.too bright a day y 
And from the fummit of a pathlefs coaft 
Sees infinitfiy and in that fight is loft. 

Remember^ that the curs'd defire to know^ 
OiFspring of Adam> was thy fource of woe* 
Why wilt thou then renew thy vile i^urfuit^. 
And rafiily^catch at the forbidden fcuit ? 
With' empty labour and eluded (Irife 
Seekingi by knowkdget to attain to lifei 
For ever from that fatal tree debarred, 
Whidt flaming:; fwords and angry Cherubs g.vuird.! 
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/THE ARGUMENT. 

-S^ LO*«i-o N again fieking happmefs^ enqurres if 

"wealth and great nf/s can produce Jt : iegins wih 

the magnificence ef -gucntens arid 4uiiSngs^ the 

luxury df mujic und feajling / arid proceeds to tie 

''if opes arid defires of love. In two epifodes are 

\fie%)n the follies and trmubtes of that paffton. So* 

<CrOikiON fiili difaffpmnHd% fdlh under the tempta* 

tions of libertinijm and idolatry s recovers his 

.thought ^ reafons aright^ arid concludes^ that 'OS^ to 

(the purfuit of pleafurcy and fen fual delight t Al*h IS 



TEXTS thieBy alludedto in tVis BOOS. 

1 4z\d in mine heart, fo to now. I will prove thee with mittli ; theie* 

fore enjoy pleafare. Ecclepafles, Chap. II. ver. i« 
4 made me great works, I buildtd me haifes, I pUnted me vioejarils* 

▼cr. 4. 
I roade-4ne gstcdens and «rchardi; and I^lanted trees in iheni of idl 

kinds of fraics . wer. 5. 
I made me pools of water, to water tWewlth the wood that briogetli 

forth trees, ver.t. 
Then I lookc4 on all the works that my bands had wrought* and on the 

labour that I bad laboured to do^ and behold, all was vanity and vexa* 

tion of /pirit ; and there was nO;profit~underHhe lun. vcr. it» 
X gat me men fingers and women fiogers« and the deligjbts of the foot d£ 

men, as mufical inftruments, and (hat of all font, yer. 8. 
I fought in mine heart to give myfelf unto -wine (yet unaequaunting mine 

heart with wifdom) and to lay hold on folly, 'tiU 1 might fee what 

was that good for the-fons of men, which ^ey Oiould do under bcft- 

ven, all the days of their life. ver. 3. 
Then 1 faid in my heart, as it happeneth unto the fool, io it happeneih 

even unto me •, and why was I then more wife? Then £ laid In my 

heart, that this alfo is vanity, ver. ij* 
Therefore 1 hated life, becaufe the work that is wrought under che fntt 

is grievous unto me. Chap. II. ver, 1 7. 
Bead flies-caufe the ointment to fend forth a (linking flavour: fo dothe 

little folly him that is in reputation for wifdom and honour* Chap* 

X. ver. s. 
The memory of the juft ishlelTcd, but the name of the wicked (hall rot* 

"Prwtr^St Chap. X. ver. 7. 
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SECOND BOOR 



TRY then, O man, the moments to deceive^ 
That from the womb attend thee to the grave* 
7or wtaryM nature find fome apter fcbeme: 
Health be thy hope ; and pleafcire be thytheme : 
"From the perplexing and unequal ways. 
Where iludy brings thee ; from the endlefs maze^ 
Which doubt perfuades to runi forewarned recedct 
To the gay field, atid fiowVy path, that lead 
To jocund mirtfaf foftjoy, and carelefs eafe : 
•Forfake what may in{tru£t, -for what may pleafe: 
Iflay amufing art, and proud expence ; 
And make thy reafon fubjefl to thy fcnfe. 

I communM thuS4 >the pow'r of wealth I try^d* 
And all the various luxe of coftly pride. 
Artifts and plans relieved my 'folemn hours : 
I founded .palaces, and planted bow'rs. 
Birds, fi(hes, beads of each exotic kind 
i to the limits of my court confin'd. 
To trees transferred I gave a fecond birth ; 
And bid a foreign ihade grace Juda's earth. 
IFifli-ponds were made, where former forcfts grfrw:: 
And hills ^ere leveU'd to extend the view. 
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Rivers diverted from their native caurfcy 
And bound with diains of artificial force; 
'•From largC'^cafcades in pleafing tumuk roirS'^ 
Or rofe thro' figured ftone» or breathing gohl* 
'From furtheft Africa's tortjaevted womb 
The mart}] e brought, ere£ls the fpacious domcy 
'Or forms the pilUr« long«extendeU rows, 
X)n whiditbe painted grove, and penfile.gardengrovPli 

The workmen here obey the mafler^s ctfll. 
To gild the turret^ and^to faint tfae wall ; 
To mark the pavement there with various ftont 4 
And on the-jafper fteps to rear the rfirone : 
The fpreadihg cedar ^ that an age had fiood. 
Supreme of trees, and miftrefs of the wood'^ 
Gilt down and- car v'd, vmy fiiining roof adornSy 
iVtid Lebanon hrs puinM bonour mourns. 

lA thoufand artifts ^ew their running pow'r^ 
To raifc the wonders of the tv'ry^tow'r. 
A thoUfand maidens ply the purple loom, 
To weave the^bed, and deck the regal room; 
~*Till Tyre confefTes her cxhaufted flore, 
That on^ber coaft the Murex is no more; 
Till from the Parian ifle, and Libya's coaft, 
The mountains grieve ^heir hopes of marble Ibft^ 
And India's woods return* their juft complaint^ 
Their brood dccay'd, and want of elephant* 

Myfull defign with vaft expence atchiev'di 
5 came, beheld, admir'd, re£e£ted, griev'd. 
Ichid the folly of my^thoughtlcfs hafte : 
For, the worJc, perfected, the. joy was part. 

To my new courts fad thought did (liil repair ; 
And round my gilded roofs bung hov'rlng Care. 
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In vain on filkcn beds I fought repofc ; 
And reftlefs oft from purple couches rofe ; 
Vexatious thought ftill found my flying mind 
Nor bdond by limits, nor to place confin'd ; 
Haunted my nights, and ferrifyM my days j 
Sralk'd thro' my gardenSi and purfuM my ways, 
Nor (hut from artful bow'r, nor loft in winding 
maze. 
Tit tsSce thy bent, my foul; another fenf^s 
Indulge; addmufjcto magnificence: 
Eflay, if harmony may grief control! ; 
'Or pow'r of found prevail upon the foul. 
Often our feers and poets have confeft, 
That mufic's force can tame the furious beatl,; 
Can make the wolf, or foaming boar reftrain 
His rage ; the lion drop his crefted mane, 
Attentive to -the fong; the lynx forget 
His wrath to man, and lick the minftrel's feet. 
Are we, alas! kfs favage yet than thefe i 
Elfe miific fure may human cares appeafe. 

I fpake my purpofe ; and the chearful choir 
Farted their ihaces of harmony: the lyre 
Soften'd the timbrel's noife : the trumpet'^ 'found 
Provok'd the Dorian flute (both fweeter found 
When mix'd:) the fife the viol's notes refin'd. 
And evVy ftrength with evVy grace was joiri*d. 
Each nK>rn>they wakM me with a fppightly lay : 
Of openi'ng heaven they fung, and gladfome day« 
Each evening their repeated {kill exprefs'd 
Scenes of repofc, and images of r«(l: 
Tet flilf in -vain: for mufic gathered thought; 
But how une<2ttal the cfieAs it brought f 

Vol. II. H ^ 
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The foft ideas of the chearful note, 
iightly receivM» were eafilj forgot: 
The folemn violencesof the.graver found 
Know to ittike deepfandleavea lafting wouiulL 

And now reflefling, I with, grief de£crj 
The fickly Itift of the fantaftic eye ; 
How thewealc organ is with feeing cloyed, 
Fiying ere ntght wfaatns >at«iioon enjoyed. 
And now (unhappy fearch of thought!) *I fouml 
The fickle ear foon glutted with the found, 
'Confdemn'd eternal changes to purfue, 
Tir'd with the Jaftf and eager of the new* 

1 bad the virgins and-the. youth advance* 
To temper nuific with the fpughtly dance^ 
In vaiif! too low the naimic motions feem: 
What takes our bearti nnud- merit our eileetn* 
Mature, I tbought| performed too meana-pact^ 
Forming, her movements to the rules- of art ; 
And vefdl found, that the muGcian's band 
•Had b'tr the dancer's mind too great.com mand. 

I draak; I lik'd it not.: 'twas cage, 'twas noife^ 
An airy tcene oLtraafitoryJoys. 
In Vi^in I trufted, that the flowing bowl 
Would banifh forrow, and enlarge the foul. 
To .'the. late revel, and protrafled feaft 
Wild dreams. fucceededi and diferder'd reft; 
And as at dawn of morn fair reafonV light 
Brokcthid* the iumes and, phantoms of the nigbt; 
What bad ^ecn /aid, 1 aflc'd my foul, what done^ 
How .flow'd our mirth, and whence the fource begun i 
Perhaps the Jeft that charmM the fprightly cxo^d^ 
Andoudd i% jovial, tabic laugh fo loud> 
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To fome fdfc notion owM its poor precence» 

To an ambiguous Word's perverted ftnfei 

To a ^iid ionndt) or -a Wailton iir» 

OflFence and torture to the fober ear. 

Terbvpsy tdbis ! the pieafing fiream was brought 
From this man's error,«from another's fault ; 

'From topies which good^nature would forge^ 

-And prudence mention wkh the lad regret. 
Add yet unnumbePdnlU, that Heunfeen 

'*In the pernicious draughty the word obfcenej 
Or haKhy which once- ehinc'd mtift ever Ay ^ 

irrevocable ^ the too prompt reply^ 
Seed of fevere diilruft, and fierce debate ; 

lIT'hat we (hould {h«n>«nd what we ought to hlte/ 
Add too the blood impoverifli'd, and the eourfis- 

*0f health fupprefs'di by wine's continu'd force. 
"Orihappy man ! whom for row thus and rage 
To difFVent 'ills alternately engage* 
^ho drinks, ahsl but to foi^et : nor^ees^ 
That melancholy floth, fevere difeafe, 
Mem'ry confefs'd, and interrupted thought, 
Death^s harbingers, lie 'latent in the draught: 
And in the flow-rs tbat wreath the fparkliog boWl, 
^ell adders bife, and pois'nous ferpents roll, 
jlemains there ought untry'd, that may remoYe 
-SickneTs ofmind^ and heal the bofom ?—— ^love^ 
d«ove yet remains: indtflge'his genial fire, 
-Cfaerirh fair hope, folicit ^ouhg defire, 
And boldly bid thf anxious foul explore 
This laft greatremedy's myfcerious pow'r. 

Why therefore heficates my doubtful breafcf 
Why ctafts it one moment to be btefc J 
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Fly fwift, my friends; my fcrvants^ fly; imploy 
Tour inftant paina to bring your mafter j«y. 
Let all my wives and concubines be dreftt 
Let them to-night attend the royal feaft ; 
All Ifrael's beauty,, all the foreign fair ; 
The gifts of princes., or-tbe fpoiis of war. 
Before their monarch they fhall fmgly pab^ 
And the mod worthy fliall obtain the grace. 

I faid : the fead was fcrv'd:'fhe bowl was crown'd^ 
To the king's pleafure went the mirthful round : 
The women , came : as cu&om willS) they paft^ 

, Qn one (0;that diAtnguifhM one 1) I caft 
The favVite glance: O! yet my mind retains 
T-hat fond beginning of my ii^fant paint. 
IMature the virgin was of Egypt's race: 
Grace (bapM her Umbs ; and beauty deck'd her facet 
Eafy her motion feem'd, ferene her air ; 
fully though unson'd, her^bofom rofe; befrbair 

^iXJnty'di and ignocant of artful aid, 
Adown her fhoulders loofely lay difplay'd ; 
And in the jetty curls t«n thoufand Cupids play'd. 

Fix'd on her charms, and^pleas'd that I could love^ 
Aid me my friends, contribute to improve 
'Your morj^cch's blifs, I faid; fre(h rofes bring 
To ftrow my bed ; *tiii the impovVifli'd fprir\g 
Confefs her want; around my amyous head 
Be dropping myrrhe, and liquid amber (hed^ 
'Till Arab has no more. ^ From the foft lyret 
Sweet flute, an4 ten*ftring'd inftrument require 
Sounds of delight: and thou, fair nymph,. draw nigh ; 
^hou in v^ofe^ra^efttl form. and potent eye 
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Thy maftcr's joy Icnif fought at Iwigtii h found; 
And as tby brow, let my ctefites^e crown'd ; 
O fav'ritc virgin, th»t* haft warm*d the brcaft, 
Whofe fov^iteign di£kates fubjvgate dh« eaftf 

I fald; and fuddenfmAi tt^e goldtn throne^ 
With a fubmiffiw ftep I bafttd d«vm. 
The glowing. gariand fro«i my hair I tookj 
£oveinfny bearti obedience ih my look; 
Prepar'd to place it on her comely h6ad ; 
O favVitc virgint (yet again I faid) 
Receive tb< honours <deftiA*d t6 ^y brow 3^^ 
And O aboTe thy fellows happy t^ou^l 
Their doty rn^^ift thy fof'feig» Wofd obey, 
Rife up, my love ^ ttij fair one, come away. 

What paag» atas ! what extacy of fmiirt 
Torevp ny fenfes, and transfixed my heart;' 
When fhewithmodeft fcornt^e wreath return^J, 
Reclin'd herbeauteout neek, and inward mou^n'd ? 

Forc'd "by my pride, I my ooneern fupprefs'd, 
l^retendcd drowfinefs, and wifh of reft ;-- 
And4ttllen I forfook th* imperfed feaft : 
Ordering the eunuchs, to whofe proper care 
Our eaftera grandeur gtres th* imprifonM fatri 
To lead her forth to a diftinguini'd bow'r, 
An^ bid her drefs the b^d, and wait the hour* 
Reftlefs I followed this obdurate maid, 
(Swift are the fieps thar love and anger tread) 
Approach*d her perfon^ Courted her embrace, 
I^newM my flame, repeated my difgrace: 
By turns fiut on the fuppliant, ^nd the lord : 
Threatcn'd this moment, and the tttxt implor'd ; 

H 3. 
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Offered again: the^ w^iCCCpHd mtttuhi . ' 
And choice of happy love^ or inftant deatb^ 

ATcrfe to all beffam-roua li&g defir'dj' 
Far ai (he might, (hrdecentlj. retired: 
And daf tiog fcorn, and foriow from het tjs^, 
What mean^f fald 0ie,Ki«ig SoIoibmi tbe vife ?/ 

This wretci^ied body trembkt at yoiir^pow-r;. 
Thna far could fortune : but Ike^an no nKNrc. 
Free to ber&lf my potenMniiid remaiiit ;. 
Nor fears the vifieuV ragei nor (eehhis cbaint* 

Tis (aid that than can'll p}a«i0bly (Mpote, 
Supreme of /eerSy of mangel, maa^and brute ; ^. 
Can'ft plead with fubtle wit and fair difeourf(^; '. 
Of paffion's folly, and of reafon^'s force« 
That to the tribes attentive^ thou can^ft (bow 
Whence their OQisfortuni^Stf or their blcffifBgs. flowv 
That|boii in fcieQac>.as in pow^Vart grea^ 
And truth and honour on thy edt&s water 
Where id that knowledge now, that regal tfaougb^ 
With juft advice, and timely oounfel fraught? . . 
Where now,. O judge of Ifpfliel, does it rove ? ^ ^ 
What in oaie moment dolt thou offer ? love-*-. 
Love ? why 'tis joy. or foi;row, p^ce or ftrife^ 
^^ts all.tbe ^colour of rcmaiQiBglife ;. 
And buQian mtsfry muft begin or end^ 
As he becomes a tyrant^ or a firi«nd. 
Would Davxd's ^oHf r^igious^ juft and grav^t 
To the firft bride*bed of the world recorre 
A foreigner, a heathen* aod a- (lave f 
Or ^ranutby pal&on h^^^thefe mimes daflroy'iLi 
That lovoy like deatb^ makea aU diftinCkioa void > 
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Tet inr bis empire o'er thy zhjtSt breafty 
His flames aod cormeritt onl j are expreft r 
His rage can in my imik^ alone relent : 
And all hia joys foK^ my conrent, 
SofcloT^ fpontaneotis tre^ its parted root' 
Mud from two hearts with ^q«al vigour (hoot;:: 
Whilfr each delfglifed> and delighting, gives 
The pjeafing extacy^ which each receives : 
Cheriih'd with hope» and fed with* joyit grows; 
Its chearful buds their opening bloomr- difclofe; 
And round the happy foil dfffcifive odour flows. 
If angryvfate that tnutoal care denies | 
Tji** fading plant bewails its due fupplies ; 
Wild with defpairi or fick with griefi it dies. 

By force^beafts a^^andareby force reftirain'd^ 
The human mind by gentle*means is gained. 
7fay ttfelefs ftreagth, miftaken king, emph>y t^- 
Sated with rage^ aad ignurantof joy> 
Thou (halt not gain what Tdeny to yieM ; * 
Npr reap the harveft) tho' thou fpoil'ft the field. -^ 
l^aow, Solomon, thy poor extent of fway ; 
Contcaft-thy brow^ andlfrae) fliajl obcy^ 
But wilful. love thou muft with fmiles apfeafe ^ 
approach 4iis awful throne 4>y juft^ degrees ; 
And iftthou- wouldtl be happy, learn topleaie*. 

Not that thofor arts can here fuccefsful prove t 
Sor I am deftin'd to another'slove. 
Beyond the cruel bounds of thy«ommand». 
Tamy dear equal, ki my/native land,' 
My plighted vow I gave; I bis received t 
Badi frorewith truth : with pleafure each 4>el]ev*tfi 

H,4. 
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The mutaal oontrzCk was to heair^n conrey'd^^ 
In equal fcales tli« buff aagids weighed 
Its folemn fosce*. aad dapM tbeir wingSi and fpread" 
The lading roll, recording what we faid. 

Now in my heart behold thy poniard ftain'd }. 
Take tb£ fad life which I have long difdain'd j 
£nd| in a dying virgin's wretched fate^ 
Thy ill-ftarr'd paffion, and m^^ ftedfaft hate. 
For loni;. as blood informs theCt cireHng twina^, 
Or fleeting breath its lateft pow'r retains : 
Hear me to Egypt's vengeful gods declare^ 
Hate is my parx; be tbine, O King, defpur. 

Now ftrlke, ike &id» and open'd bare her breaftc^ 
Stand it in Judah's cbmaides^ eonfefty 
That David's (on, by hnpkMis paffioa niov^f. 
Smote a (he^flave, and 'murder'd what he lov'd* 
A(hamed, confus'di I ftarted from the bed}. 
And to my foul yet uacoUedied iaid : 
Into thyfelf, fond Solomon, return^^ 
Rcfled again, and thou again (halt mourn. 
When I through numbered years have pleafarefougbr^ 
And iti vain hope the wanton- phantom caught^ 
To mock aiy fenfe, and mortify my pride, 
Tis in another's pow'r, and is deny'd* # 
Am I a king, gr^at Heav'nl does life or deaths 
Hang aa< the wrath, or mercy of my breath i 
While kneeling 1 my fervant's fmiles implores 
And one mad damfel dares difpute my pfow'r P 

To raviih her i that thougbt was foon deprefsM, 
Which mufl debafe the monarch to the beaft. 
T^) fend her back ? O whither, and tO whom^f 
To lands where Solomon muft never come ^ 
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To that infttltiiig rival's htippf tttnif 

For whom, difdaiiiing Mtf (he k-eeps her charftis. 

FantaftiC tyrant of the am'rous heart 5 
How hard thy yokel how cruel is thy d^rtl 
Thofe 'fcape the anger, who ^efufe thy fway 5 
And thofe are puniihM mofti who mofl obey. 
&e Judah's King revere thy greater pow'r: 
What can'A thou covet, or how triumph more? 
"Why then, O Love, with an obdurate ear. 
Does this proud nymph rcjofl a monarches pray'r ? 
Why to fbme fimple (hcpherd does (he run, 
From the fond arms of Datid's favorite fon ? 
Why flies Che from the glories of a court, 
Where wealth and pleafure may thy reign fupport, 
To fome poor cottage on the mountiaih's brow, 
Now black wttK winds, and covered now with fnow: 
Where pinching want muft curb her warm difires, 
And houfboid cares fupprefs thy genial fires ? 

Too aptly the affli£led heathens prove 
The force, while they ereft the (brines of love. 
His myftic form the artrzans of Greece 
In wounded done, or molten gold exprefs : 
And Cyprus to his godhead pays her vow t 
Faft in his hand the idol holds his bow & * 
A quiver by his fi^e fuftains a (lore 
Of pointed darts ; fad embfems of his pow*r : 
A pair of wings he has, which he extends 
Now to be gone j which now again he bends 
Prone to return, as bed may ferve his wanton ends. 
Fntirely thus I iind the friend pourtray'd, 
Since firftalas ! 1 bw the beauteous maid : 
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I feft Km flrike ; Md now^I fee bim fly r 
Cur»'d dafemofr! 6 1 for erer broken lie 
Tkofe fatal (hafit, bf wiikh I inward bleed i 

r can »f wiihes jtt o'eruke tbf (jpeed ! > 
Tir'd may'ft thott pant and hang thy flagging wing; 
Except tfaon turn'ft thy courfci r^lv'd ta bHng 
The damfel back> and lave the love«Gcfc king. 

My foul that ftruggKfig in the fau{ net^ 
Unable to enjoyy or to forget f 
! rcafon'd mucin alas ! bat mote I k>?^d ^ 
Sent and recaU^d, ordainM and di&pproT'd r 
'Till hopclffs plung'd itt-an abyfii o£'grief9 

1 from neceffity received relief , 
Time gently aided to aSuage my pain ^ 
And wifdom took once more the flackeaM rdnw 

But O how (hort my interval* of woe 1 
Oui: griefs how fwtft; our remedies how ilowi^ 
•Another nymph (for fo did Heav^ ordaioy 
To change the manner) but renew the pain). 
Another nympbi amongft the many fair* 
That made my ibfter hours their folemn care^ 
Before the reft zffcStcd ftiil to ftfuod $ 
And watched my eye, preventing my comOMind*. 
Abia, (he fo was call'dj did- fooneft hafte . 
To grace my prefence ; Abra went the laft: 
A bra was ready ere I calN her name ) 
And though ] call'd another, Abra came. 

Her equals firft obfcrv^dher growing zeal; 
And laughing glofs'd that Abra ferv'dfo welL 
To mc her anions did unheeded die. 
Or were remark'd but with a common eye ; 
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Til! more ^^rizM of wkat tho rumour faid^. 
More I obferr'd peculiar in the maid* 
The fun dedin'd had fliot bia w^ftcrA-fayj^' 
^bentir'd vith bufinefs of the folenm day^. 
r^purpos'd CO unbend the ev'ning boura» . ' 
And banquet private ia the women's bow'rsr 
I call'd before I fat to wa(h my hands ^ 
Ibr to the precept of tb< laJir commands.' 
Love had ordaiuM* that it was Abra's Uirit 
To mij^ the -fweetSi and miniderthe urn. 

With awful homage^ and fubmifllTe dfead> > 
Ttie cnaid approach'd, on my declining head 
Tb pour the oils : flie trembled as (he poui'd ; 
With ,aii unguarded look ibe now devour'd 
My nearer hcci and now recall'd her eye. 
And heaiMi and flfove to hide a Xudden figh* 
And whence^- faid I^-can tbou have tiread^oi:^ p;jiin i ' 
What can thy imagery of fonrpw mean I 
Secluded fcoon^the worldi and all its care. 
Haft thou to grieve or joy, to hope or fear l" 
Fbr fure, I added, fore thy Jittie heart 
Ne'er felt Love's. anger, .or teceiv'd his dart.- 
A)>a(hM(he Uufli'd, and wubr diforder fpoket: 
Her rifing Ibame adocA'd tbe words it broke^*. 

If the great matter will defcend to hear* 
The humble feries of .'his htadmaid's x:aie; . 
O ! while (be telU it^ let him not pot on 
The look, that awes the nations from the throne ; . 
0\ let not death feverein glory. lie 
In the king's frown, and terror. of bis eye.. 

Mine to obey :..tby part is to ordain i . 
And tb^'ta mention, be to fuffer pain^ 

H d 
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If the King faittes> whilft I my woe reeite; 
If weeping I find favour in his fight ; 
Tlow fad my tears, full rifing his delight. 

O! vritnefs earth beneath* and hea?'n abovei 
For can 1 hide it ? I am fick of love: 
If madnefi^may the name of paffion bear^ 
Or love beealPd, what is indeed defpain 

Thou SovVeign PowV^ whofe fecret will controlls 
The inward bene and motion of our fouls I 
Why had thou placed fuch infinite degreet 
Between the caufe and cure of my difeafe t 
The mighty objeft of that raging fire. 
In which unpityM Abra muft expire. 
Had he been born fome fimple (hepherd's heirr 
The lowing herd; or fleecy (heep hie caie. 
At morn with him I o'er the hiUs had run, 
f)Cornful.pf winter's frofts, and fummer's fon. 
htill alklng, wherche made his flock to reft at noon. 
For him at night, the dear expe£ked gueft, 
I had with hady joy prepared the feaft| 
And from the cottage o'er the diftant plain, 
Sent forth my longing eye to meet the fwain ; 
Wav'ring, impatient, tofs'd by hope and fearj 
Till he and joy together ihould appear ; 
And thelovM dog declare his imafter near« 
On my declining neck, and open breaft, 
I fhould have lull'd the lovely youth to reft ; 
And from beneath his head, at dawning day» 
With fofceft care have ftoln my arm away; 
To riTe, and from the fold releafe the (beep, 
Fond of his flock, indulgent to his fleep. 
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Or if kind Heaven propftioua to my flime 
fFor fure from- Hcav'n the faithful ardour came) 
Had bleft my {ife, and deck'd my natal hour 
With height of tidei and extent of pow'r : 
'Without a crime my pailion bad afpir'd» 
Found the lov'd prince,, and told what I defir'd. 

Then I had coraei preventing Sheba's Queen^ 
To fee the comelieA of the fons of men $ 
To hear the charming poet's amVous fong, 
iknd gather honey falling from his tongue; . 
To take the fragrant kifles of his momhi 
Sweeter thap breezes of her native fouth; 
Likening his grace, his perfon, and his mien 
To all that great or beauteous I had feen. 
Serene and bright his eyes, as folar beams 
Refledting tempered light from cryftal dreams; 
Ruddy as gold his cheek; his bofom fair 
As filver; the^curl'd ringlets of hia hair 
Black as the raven's wing ; his lip^more red, 
Than eaftern cocal, or the fcarlet thread; 
Even his teeth, and white like a young flock 
Coeval, newly (horn, from the clear brook 
Recent, and blanching on the funny rock. 
Iv*ry with fapphires interfpers'd, explains 
How white his hands, how blue the manly veins. 
Columns of poli(h'd marble firmly fet 
On golden bafcs, are his legs and feet* 
His ftature all majeftic, all divine. 
Straight as the palm-tree, firong as is the pine* 
Saffron and myrrhe are on his garments (bed: 
And everlai^ing fweets bloom round his head« 
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What utter I ? where am I ? wretched oiaid P 
Die,.Abra» die: too {dainly haft thou faid 
Thy fool'^s defire tO'Riect'bis high embraces . 
And blefliags ftamp'd upon thy future race ^- 
To bid attentive nMons biefs thy womb^ 
With unborn montrchschargViyand Solomons toeeme*-^ 
Here o'er her ipeecfa her flowing ejta prevath. '' 

fooli(h maid'l and O Unhappy tale t 
My fitff'ring heart fo^iover (halt defy 

New woundS) and danger 'from a^futvreeye; 
O ! yet my torturM fenfesdeep^ retain y 

The wretched mcmVyof my former pain, v 

The dire affront, and my Egyptian cbain^^ J^^ 

As time, I faid, may happily efface 
That cruel image of thekini^s diigrace;:- 
Imperial reafon (hall refsme her featf. 
And Solomon once fall'n, again be^fcat. 
Betray'd by paflibn, as fubduM in war. 
We wifcly^fliould exert a double care, 
Kor ever ought a fecond time to errtr 

This Abra then— ^ 

1 faw her; 'twas human ityf- it gave 
Some rcfpitC'to the forrows of my ikve. 
Her fond excefs prcclaimM her paflfion true^. 
And generous pity to that truth was due* 
Well I intreated her, who well ^efehr'd i 
I call'd her often ) for fhe always fee v'dd^ 
Ufe made her perfon eafy to -my figbt-^^ 
And ea£e tnfenfibly produc'd delight.' 

Whene'er i rcveird in the women's bowVs^ 
(For firft 1 fought her but at loofer ho»r») 
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iSeapfdes file bad gatherM fmeli moft Tweet: 
The cake ihe kneaded wae the f»r'ry meat : 
But fruits their cKtourlaftt and meat their taficf^ 
If gentle A.bra bad notdeck'd the feaft. 
Diflionour'd did the ^larkliog^^goUet ftand r 
UnIeis-receivM from gende Abra's hand : 
And* when the yirgina formed the er^ning choirs 
RaiGng their voices tp the mafterr tyre i 
Too flat I thought th^ yotce, and that too {hr*My ' 
One (how'd too muchy and one too little flcill i^^ 
Nor could my foul appFore the nH»GcVtone 9 
^ill all was hufli'd^and Abra fti^ng alone. 
Fairer (be feem'd, dtdinguilhM from the reft^ 
And better mien dr(clod*d| as better drtA. 
A bright tiura round her forehead ty'd^ 
To jufter bounds confined its rifing pride s 
The blufliing roby oa her fnowy breafli 
Rendered ks panting wbitenefs more confefsM : 
Bracelets of pearl gave roundnef» to her arm i 
Jktkd ev'ry gem augmented ev'ry charm* 
Her fenfes (leas'd^ her beauty fiHl improved f 
And ihe more lovely grew, as more belov'd» 

And now I could. bebold>aj»d vow, and blame 
The feveral follies of n»y former flame; - 
Willing my h^art for recompence ta prove 
The certain joys that lie in profp'ro\is love. 
For what, faid I, from Abra can I feari 
Too humble ta inCult, too foft to be fevere f 
The damfel's fole ambition is to pleafe : 
With freedom I may like, and quit with eafe $ 
She foothsy but never can enthral my mind : 
Why may not peace and love for once be joinM ? 
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Great Heaven! how frail thy crcatore man is marfet' 

How by himfelf infenGbly betray'd! 
In our own ftrengfth uohappily fecurCf 
Too little cautious ot the adverfc pow'r i 
And by the blaft of felf opinion mov'd^ 
We wifh to cbarm» and feek to be belovM* 
On pleafure's flowing brink we idly ftray^ 
' Mafters as yet of our returning way: 
Seeing no danger, we difarm our mind: 
And give Qurcondudl to the waves and wind t^ 
Then in the flow'ry mead, or verdant (hade 
To wanton dalliance •negligently laidi 
We wave the chaplct, and we crown the bowl ;. 
And fmiling fee the nearer waters roll : 
' 'Till the flrong guds ot raging paffion rife ; 
'Till the dire temped mingles earth and (kies^;* 
And fwift into the boundlefs ocean bornt 
» Ourfoolifl) confidence too late wc mourn : 
Round our devoted heads the billows beat. 
And from our troubled view the leflen'd lands retreat. 

O mighty love! from thy unbounded pow'r 
How (hall the human bofam reft fecure ? 
How iliall our thought avoid the various fnare ? 
Or wifdom to our caution'd foul declare 
The difF'rent (hapes, thou pleafeft to employi 
When bent to hurt^ 2tnd certain to deftroy ? 
The haughty (lymph in open beauty dreft, 
To-day encounters our unguarded .breaft : 
She looks with majefty, and moves with ftate : 
Unbent her foul, and in misfortune greati 
She fcorns the worlds and dares the rage of fate. 
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Here whilfl: we take ftern manhood for our guide^ 
And guard our coQdu£): with becoming pride ; 
CharmM with the courage in her a£lion fhowny^. 
We praife her mindf the image of our own; 
She that can pleafe is certain to perfuade: 
To-day belov'd, to-morrow is obey'd. 
We think we fee through reafon's optica right> 
Nor iindi how beauty's rays elude our fight ; 
Struck with her eye^ whilft we applaud her mind;. 
And when wefpeak her great, we wiih her kind. 
To-iporrowy cruel powV, thou arm'ft the fair 
With flowing forrow, and difheverd hair j. 
Sad her complainti and humble is her taie» 
Her fighs explaining where her accents fail. 
Kfer gcn^j'ous foftnefs warms the honefti breaft*r 
We raife the fad, and fuccour the diitrefs'd : 
And whilft our wifii prepares the kind rdief ^< 
Whilft pity mitigates her rifing gxvti : 
We ficken foon from her contagious care-; 
Grieve for her forrows,. groan for her defpair y 
And againft love too late thofe bofoms arm. 
Which tears can foften, and which fighs can warm^ 

A^gainft'this neareft crueleft of foes. 
What ftiall wit meditate, or force oppofe f 
Whence, feeble nature, (hall we fummon aid y 
if by our pUy, and our pride betray'd ? 
External remedy ftiall we hope to find. 
When the dofe fiend hasgain'd our treacherous mind; 
Infulting there does reafon'id pow'h deride ; 
And blind himfelf, condudls the dazzUd guide ?. 
My. conqu'ror noW| my lovely Abra, held 
fiLj freedom in her chains ; mf- heart was fiU'd 
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With ber,. with her alone : In her alone 
It fought its peace and joy : while (he was gone^ 
^ figh'd, and griev'dy impatient of her ftaj : 
lteturo'd» flie chas'd thofe figh8» that grief away : 
Ker abfenoe made the night : her prefence brought < 
the day. 

The-ball» tfaeplayy the maflc by turns focceech 
For hec I make tbB fong : the dance witfaf her I le^d* 
I^ court her Tarioos in each ih'ape asd'drefs^ 
That Ittxury may form, or thought exprefs. 

To-day beneath riie palm-tree-on tte plaina- 
fti Deborah*! arms and habit Abra reigns : 
The wreath denoting conqueft' guides berbrow^^ 
And iowy lihe Barak» at her feet I bow* 
The mimic ehortia fings her profp'rous hand;.: 
As (he had llain the foe, and far'd the land. 

To-morrow iho approves a fofter air;. 
Ibrfakes the pomp and pageantry of war ; 
Tjie.fonn of peaceful Abigail afltimes^ 
Atid from the vtUage with the prefent eomes s : ' 
The youthful band depofe their glittering arms ^^ 
ReceiTe her bounttes, and recite her charms--;. 
Whilft I affiime my fatbei^a- ftep and mieni.. 
To meet with due regard my- future- queeav 

If haply Abra's will be now inclinM^ 
To range the woods, or chace the ffying hind^v 
Soon .as the fun awakes^ the fprightly court 
Leave- their rcpofe, and haften to the fport. 
In leflen'd royalty, and humble ftate. 
Thy King, Jfrufalem, defoendsto wait, 
Till Abra comes. She comes •: a-mHk^wfaise fteed^, 
Mixtuce of Fcr6a*j» and Arabia's breed^^ 



»« 
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Siiffains the nympV : her gtrmentf flying Io»fii 
(As the Sydotinn maida) or Tbracian, itfe') 
And half -ber kneet and half her bfeaft appear^ 
By arti like negligence, difclos'd^ and* bare. 
Hbr left hand gntdea the burning coorfer^ flight^; 
A filver ba«i'fl)e carrits ia hfer right : ' ^ 
And from the gipI4«n q«tf>er at berfide^ ^ 
Roftlcs the ebonafffoir'a* feather'd- prid^« 
Sappbirerand«dtafl(i(mdf on bar kont'^iVphf^- 
An artificialfmo«n'lin€reaiMigTay« 

Dianai . biintre£i». miilreft of the gtnteSf 
The fav'rite A bra fpeaks, and')ook!»| and^MOveSi 
Her,. at the prcfent goddefs, I obeyr 
Beneath, her feet the captife game I Fay.. 
The mingled cboftts fings Diana's feme : 
Clarions and b<>rnr- in louder peals proeKiim* 
Her my^crpraife : the^vocal triumphs bouncF' 
A-gainft the bilb; the hilb reffed' thfe iiHiUd. 
1^ tir'd this evening with the hunted ^o^dH^ 
TOfthe large fiik pools, or the glafly floods 
Her mind to*morr(M» points^ a tboufand hand% 
To*night3empIoy'd» obey tho- kingV co(hmanda« 
'^pon the wat'lEf beacb an artf»l ptle 
Of phnks it join'd^ aaid forms » moving ifl^^ 
A golden chariot in the midft is fet; 
And fiifor eygnets feem K> feel its weights 
Abra, brigjit Queeni a&ends her gaudy throne^. 
Id femblance^of 'febe Grecian Venus- known : 
Tritons and* fea* green Nai^s rounds her mo?e^. 
And fing in moving ftratns the force of love : 
WbUft as th'' approaching pageant does appear. 
And ecboing. crouds fgeak. mighty, Venus neari. 



I, her adoreFf too deiHHiily Ibnd 
Faft on the utmoft mirgm o£ ihe Ift«d» 
'With arois aftd hapes ei^endicd^ jo receive 
The fancy'd godde£s rifitig frjom the vrMre;^- 

O iiibjeft reafon I O ioBrpertovs Jk>Te ! 
'Whither yet further would my Mlf sawct 
Is it enoughf tbja& Abca^ OtOtild^ be great' 
In the wall'd palace ortbe rithil-feati 
That mafcing habits^ and a bbrfow^d darner 
Contrive to hide my pleoitude of fliame? 
No» no: Jerufakm connbia'd muft toe 
My OfKA fwlu 3»d regal: ivhrnfi 
Solemn a month it deftio'd. for :the fediV 
Abra invites : the nation is tb^ giieft. 
To have the boaour of each day ftiiajo'd^ 
The woods are travers'd : and the lakes are dnmVl t 
Arabia's wilds^ and Egypt's, are explored: 
The edible creation declcs the board u 
Hardly the Phcni* 'fcapcs— — 
The men their lyres, the maidi their voicea raifi^ni 
To fing my happin^fsy and Abra^s praife ; 
And flaviih bards our mutual loves rehearfe. 
In lying drains, . and ignonunioas verfe : 
While fjronil the banquet leading forth the bridet 
Whom prudent love from poblic eyes (hoald hido^ 
1 (how her to the worlds confeisNi and known' 
Que^n of my heart, and partner of my tbronfc.. 

And now her fiieoda »id flattVera fill the -court's 
From Dan, and from BeeHhiba they refort : 
They b;irter placet, aoddilpofe of grants^ . 
IRhoIe provinces, uncqus^ to thdr mrats*. 



They teach b^r to recedcy or to debate ; 
With toys of love to mix aiairs of ftate ; 
By praftis'd rules her empire to fecure ; 
J^nd in my pleskfure make my rain Aire, 
They ganre, and (he traiksfer'^d the.cofs'd advice, 
That tnonarchs fiiQuId their inward foul difguifci 
-Diflemble and C09imaad| be lalfe and wife ; 
Sy ignominious arts^r fervile ends 
Should compiioaefit their foeS| and (bun their friends. 
And now I leave the true and. juA fupports 
Of kgal princes, and of honeft courts, 
Barzillai^s, and the fierce ^Benaiah's heirs ; 
"Whofe^ fires, grfat partners in my father's caresj 
Saluted'theit young king at Hebron crownM, 
Great by their toiU and glorious by<their wound* 
And now, unhappy iCoimfel, I prefer 
Tbofe whom my ioiUeo only made me fear, 
iCld Corah's broo4» aad taunting Sbimei's raee ; 
Mifcreants who ow'd;theii: lives to David's grace;, 
Though they had fpura'd bis. rule, and curs'd him 
to his face. ' 
Still Abra^^powV my fcandal fttil tncreasM ; 
Jufiice fubmitted to what Abra pleased : 
iier will aloioe could fettle or revake ; 
And law was fix'd by what ft&e latcft fpoke. 

Ifrael negle£led, Abra was my care : 
1 only a£]ked, thought, and livM for her. 
I durft not reafon with mf wounded heart. 
Abra pofiefs-d ^ (he was its better part. 
O I had I now reviewed ehe famoua caufe. 
Which gave my righteous youth fo jaft* applaufe ; 
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4n Tain on tbe dHTcmUed mot^ber's tonfwe. 
Had cunning «rt» fuui 4I]r periMion hang» 
And real careen Ttiny and natife love ^ 
f n the tnietpasent's panting breaft^had ftrore^ 
^btle both deceived had fees tbe deftinM chiM 
Or flain, or far'd, aa Abra frewti^, or fmil'd* 

'Unknowing to commandi proud to bhcj^ * 
A lif clefs king* a royal (hade 'I lay, 
Unheard the kijurM orpbani now complaint 
Tbe widow'a cries addreb the throne in Vain. 
'Caufea upjudg'd diigrace the loaded file ; 
Andfleepiag laws the kiiig'« neglcd rcTiIe. 
Ko OAore the-elders'threng'd around my throneit 
To hear my maxima, and reform their own« 
No more tbe young nobility wefe caught. 
How Mofea govera'd, and bow David. fought, 
li^oofe and -Ondifciplin'd the foldier lay ; 
Or loft ia-drink and game the folid day : 
Porches and fcbods, defignU for public good, 
Uncovei'd, and with fcaffblds cumberM-ftood, 
Or nodded, tbreatning ruin — * — ■ 
bHalf pillars wanted their ecpeded ^height ; 
And roofs imperfe£lprqudicM the fight. 
The artifts gri^e ; the laboring people droop ^ 
My father's legacy, my com i t ryV hope, 
"God's temple 4ies un&itfli'd'^*-^^^ 

Tbe wife and grave deplorM their monarches hto^ 
And futnremifcbief of a finking fts^e. 
Is this, the fertoas (aid, isthts^hetnan, 
.Whofe a£kiye^4bttl through evVyYcience rtfn ? ' 
Who by jttft rule and ^evated ftill 
Frefcrib'd the dubiotts bounda of good *and 'ill f 
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"^bofe goMen fayings, and immorul Wity 
On large Pbylafteries exprefiive wric^ 
Were to the forehead of die Rabbins tyM, 
Our yotttE's inftru&ion^ 4ind<ottr age's pride f 
*Could not the wife his wild defires redrain; 
Then was our hearingi and his pr<ea€hing vain 1 
What from tiis life and letters were we taught^ 
But that bis knowledge aggravates his fault f 

In lighter mt>od the bumorous and the gay 
'{An crown'd with rofes at their feafts they lay) 
Sent the fi^H goUcts, .charg'd with Abra's nam^ 
And dharms ii^perior to their matter's fame : 
Xaughing fome pvaife the king, who let 'em fee^ 
How aptly luxe and empire might agree-: 
Sfune glofs'dy how4ove and wifdom were at ftrife; 
\Aiid brouglit m^y prov«fbs to confront my life. 
Howevert friend, here's to the 4ing» one cries4 
To him wIto was the king, the inend replies. 
Tke king, for Judab's, and ior wifdom's curfe. 
To Abra yields : could I, or thou do worfe i 
Our loofer lifes let chance or folly (leer.; 
If thusthe prudent and determined err. 
Let Dinah 'bind with .flowVs her flowing faair^ 
And touch the lute, andjbund the wanton air: 
Let us the blifs without the ftlng recetve^ 
f reCf as we will, or to eirjoy, or leave. 
Pleafurts on levity's fmooth furfaee flow : 
Thought brings the weigbt,that finks the fool to woe» 
N*w be this maxim to the king-con vey'd« 
And added to tbe4boufand Jie has made* 

Sadly, O Reafon, is thy ppw'r exprefi*d| 
Thou gloomy tyrant^of the frighted breaft 1 
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And haFfli the rulett which w«'from theereceive} 

If for our wifdpm tre our pleafiire give ; 

And more to think be only more to grieve. 

9f Judah'8 King at the tribunal try'd, 

Torfakes his joy, to vindicate his pride ; 

And changing forrows, I am only found {bound* 

JLoos'd fcom the chains of Iove,^in thine more ftri&ly 

But do i call 'thee tyrant, or complain, 
How hard thy laws, how abfolute thy reign? 
While thou, alas! art but an empty name. 
To no two men, who e'er difcours'd the fame^ 
The idle product of a troubled thought, 
In bonraw'd fhapes, and airy colours wrought | 
A fancy'd line, and a reflected fliade ; 
A chain which man to fetter man has made, 
By artifice impos'd, by fear obeyM. 

*f et, wretched name, or arbitrary thingf 
Whence e%cr I thy cruel eflence bring, 
I own thy influence ; for I feel thy (ling. 
R«]u£lant I perceive thee in my foul, 
Form'd to command, and deflinM to controul* 
Yes ^ thy infulting di£iates fliall be heard : 
Virtue for once (hall be her own reward: 

Yes 'y rebel Ifrael, this unhappy maid 
Shall he difmife'd : the 4:roud (hall be obey**d : 
The king his paf&on, and his rule (hall leavc^ 
No longer Abra's, but the people's <(Iave. 
My coward foul (hall bear its wayward fate^ 
I will, alas 1 be wretched, to be great. 
And (igh in royalty, and grieve in (late. 

I faid: refolv'd to plunge into my grief 
At once fy far, as to expc& relief 
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Trom my dcipair rfjwic-*-— 

3 chofe tQ write tbiC thiag ( 4«|ft 90t ^eak^ 
To her I lovM ; to. her rmuftfor&ke. 
The har(h epifite laboftc'd macb to proves 
How inconGQeAC msyeftyi. aad/lciv^. 

4 always, (hould^ tt fiu4» ^fte^oft- ber w«U.; 
But never fee her mose : it bid her (eQl 
Vo future pain for me-; but iaftant wetl 
^A lover more proporciqn'd to her beds 
And quiet dedicate her r€mnant life 
To'.the^uft duties, of aa hmnWe wife. 

She read 4 smd^ortb to me (be wildly ran^ < ^ ' > 

To me^ the eafe of all her fornier pain. i 

'Sh^neel'df intreated, ftruggled^ threatened,. ery^dt ^ 

^nd vitb alternate paffipa iiv'd and dy'd i 
Till now deny'd the liberty lo mottm^ 
And by rude fury from my- pnefejice 6>rn, 
This only objefk of my real. carc» 
Cut off from hope, abandou'd to defpair^ 
itk fome feW'poftmg fatal hours is hivrd 
^rom wealth, ^from pow'r» from Iov«,^nd from the 
world. 

Here tell me, if thou dar^ft^ my^ confctous^oul, 
"What diff'rent forrows did withis thee roll? 
^hat pangsi what fires, wbatraeks dtdft tho« fiiftain'? 
What iad vlciiTuudes of -Parting pain ? 
How oft from pomp and flate did I remove. 
To feed defpairy and xsherifii hopdefs love ? 
How oft^ all 4ay> recaU'd I Abrafs charms, 
Her beauties pre&*d, and panting in my arms'? 
How oit| with figblf "viewM «y*ry female face. 
Where minaiGfalK^y qiight. her Ukei^£i*t»yef ' Vx 

VoL.IL 1 
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How oft defirM to fljr fiom IfraePt thron^Cf 
iVnd live, in (hades with her and lore alone ? 
•How oftf all nighty purfoM her in my dreams* 
O'er fiow'ry vallies, 'and through cryftal ftreams:; 
And waking, riew'd with grief the riiGng fun* 
And fondlyonottrnM the deardeltifion gone ? 

When thus 'the gatherM^onns of wretdied lore, 
fn my fwoln lK>fom9 with long war had ftrove ; 
At length they .broke 4heir bounds t M length their 

force 
Bore down whatever m«t its ftronger rourfe : 
Laid all the ciril bonds of manhood wafte : 
And fcatter'd Miin* 4is the torrent paft« 

Sa from the hills, wbofe hollow cares contain 
The congregated ihow, andfweHing rain \ 
Till the full (lores their -ancient bounds difdain ; 
Precipitate the fiirious torrent flows ^ 
In vain would fpeed avoid, or ftrength ^ppoTe ; 
Towns, foreils, -berds, 4iad men <promifcuous 

'drown'd* 
'With one great death deform tbe dreary -ground : 
The echoM woes from dtftant rocks refonnd* 
And. now, what impious ways my wiihes took ; 
How they tbe monarch, and the man forfook ; 
And how i (oUdwM 4m abandoned ^ill. 
Through crooked paths, and fad retreats of ill % 
How Judab's daughters now, iiow foreign flaveSf 
By turns my proQituted bed receives : 
Through tribes of women how I loofely ran^d 
Impatient ; lik'd to-nigh^ to-morrow chang^ } 
And by^hQ inftin£t of capricious luft^ 
JEnjoy'd^. d^dain'df wasgfatcfuly or unjuA^ 




I 
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1>e thefe 'fcenes from hirinan eyen coticczVS^ 

In clouds of decent fitence juftly veiled ! 

t>9 be the wanton innges conveyed 

To black oblivion, and eternal ffaade 1 

Or let their fad *epffoiHe alone. 

And optwtrd lines to future agt be known, 

£nough to propagate 'the fure belief, Cg^icf. 

That vice engender* (hame ; and folly broods o'er 

Bury'd in floth, and loft in eafe I lay : 
The night i revelPd ^ and I4ept the day. 
Ntw heaps of fewel damp'd my kindling fires>; 
And daily change extinguiih'd yoang deHrei. 
-By its own force deftroy'd, fruition ceasM ; 
And always wearyM, I was never pleas'd. 
No longer now^ does my negleded* nvind 
Its wonted ftores, and old 'ideas -find. 
Fix'd judgment there no longer does abide. 
To take the true, or fetthc'falfe afide. 
No IcNiger doesfwift mem'ry trace the celts, 
Where fpring^ing wit, or young invention dweHs. 
frequent debauch xo habitude prevails : 
Patience -of toil, and lov^ of virtue fails. 
By fad degrees impairM tny vigor. dies ; 
Till I command no longer ev*n in vice. 

The women^on ray dotage build their fway-: 
They a(k-; I grant: they threaten ; .1 o'bey. 
In regal garments now i gravely ftride, 
Aw'd by the Perfian damfd's 'tiaughty prided -\ ■ 
Now with the loofer Syrian dance, and (irrg, 
In robes tuck*d up, opprobrious to the king^^ 

CharmM by their eyes, their mannei^s 1 aC({«ire^ 
And (hsgpe my foolilhtiefs to their defirc>. 

'."la. ^ ^ 



1^ F O £ M 8. 

SeducM andawM by Ae PhiliOifie daiM, 
At Dagon*8 (hrine I kindle inipious flame* 
With the Chaldean's ebarms her rite» prevail 4 
And curling fraokinccnfe aicesd* to Baal. 
To each new harlot i new akart dre^ 4 
And fer4re her gody wfaofe perfon I care& 

Where, my deluded vfcnfi^ «wa6 flown f 
Where the high maj^fty of Dsvid's throne i 
Where all the maxims of eternal truth) 
With which the living Goo •inforin'd my youtli^ 
When with the lewd Egyptian i, adole 
Vain idolst deities that ne'er before 
In IfraePs land had fix*d their diiie abodeSi 
Beaftly divinities, and drovcs^of gods 3 
Ofiris, Apis, pow'rs tl|at chew the cndy 
And dog AnubiS) flatt'rer'for bit food : 
When in the woody hill's forbidden fliade 
I carv'd the n^atble, and invpk'd hi| aid : 
When in the fens to faakea and flies, wjth zeal 
TJn worthy human thought^ I proftratefeU; 
To (brubs and plants mj vile devotion paid 4 
And fet the bearded ]eek» to which I pray'd : 
When to all beings facred lites were gi/n } 
Forgot the Arbiter of earth and heav'n. 

Through thefe fad fbadee, this cka^s in my ioalj 
Some feeds of light at length began to rolL 
The rffing motipn of an infant ray 
Shot gli(nmVing thro' the cloud, andpromts'd day« 
And now one mQment abk to rcfle£l» 
I found the king aban^pn'd to negkft* 
Seen without awe, af)d ferv'd without refpeA* 
I found my f^il^e^l^ ap^icahly join» 
To leflen their defe£b by^ citing mine. 
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The prieft wit* pity prayed for DairW*i ract ; 
And left bis text) to dwell on my difgVace. 
The fathdr^ whitft ht warnM his erring fon^ 
The fad examplet which fae ought to ihtin$ 
Defcrib'd, and only nailiM not Solomon. 
Each bard, each Cut did to his pupil fing^ 
A wife child better Hian a kfoUib Mng. 
. Intd myfi^lf my tHttOifb tft t tiirn'di 
And as I much refleliitd, mnch I mournM« 
A mighty king I am^ an earthly g6d : 
Nations obey my word, and wait my nod^^ 
I- raife or fmkf imprifon or ftt free ; 
And Kfe or death dependa on my de^ret. 
Fond the IJea^ Mi tht thdnght ii tain : 
O'er Joiiah'a kirig^tcihtbotifand tyrants rtign^. 
Legions of luft| and various pow'rs of ill 
Iiifult the mafter*8 tributary will : 
And he, from whom tbt nlations fiiouldfeeeiti^ 
Jliftice and^ freedom^ lies Mmfelf a {|^ve» 
Tortur'd by tmel change of wild defires, 
Lath'd by mad rage, and fcorch'd by brutal fires. 

O Reafon I onc^ again to thee t call : 
Accept mf (brroWt and retrieve my fail. 
Wifdom, thoii fay^^ frortt beav'n receitM her biflb^- 
Her beams tranfmitted to the fttbje£l earth* 
Tet this great emprefa of the human fotsi 
Doca only with imagined p^w'r ^nh-dut ; * 
If reftlefs paffion by rebellious f^ray 
Compels the weak iifarp^r to obfey* 

O troubled 4 Weak) and e6#krd, as thou ^fC I' 
TRkkottAj poor advice t^^ IkWtng heart 

^3 
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To worfe extremes with fwifcer fteps wouIcTruDv 
Not favM hf virtuet yet by vice undone. > 

Oft have I (aidf. the pnife of doing wtll* 
li to the ear, as ointment to the foiell. 
Now if fome flies perchance, however foiall,. 
Into the alahaiier urn (hould fall ;. 
The odours ef the fweess inclosM,. would die ;. 
And flench corrupt (fad change!) their place fuppljk^ 
So the leaft faults, if mi&M with faircft deed,. 
. Of future ill beeome the fatal feedt 
Into the balm of pureil vir-tue cart, 
^nnoy all life with one* contagious* blaft^ 

Loft Solomon.i purfue this thought no more t^ 
Of thy paft errors recoiled; the ftore t 
And filent weep,, that while the deathlefs mnfe^ 
Shall Cng the juft '^ (hall o'er their head diffufe 
Perfumes with lavifh hand ; fho (hall proclaim 
Thy crimes alone ^ and to thy. evil fame 
Impartiali fcatter damps and poifons on thy name. 

Awaking therefore,, as who long had dreamMf. 
Much, of my women^ and their gods afham'd, 
From this abyfs of exemplary, vice 
Refolv^d, as time might aid my. thought^ torifis^ 
Again I bid the mournful' goddefs write 
The fond purfuit of fugitive delight ^ 
Bid her exalt her melancholy wing, 
And rat|'d from earth, andiav'd from paflion ^ngt 
Of human hope by crols event deliroy'd. 
Of ufelefs wealth, and greatne£s unenjoy'df. 
Of luft and love, with, their fantaftict jtraio, 
Their wi(hesj fmiles^ and l^oks dcceit£ul| aU ia nii^ 
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THE ARC U M B N T. 

Solomon cmfidtn man throu^ the feveral fldgef 
and conditions of life t and' concludes, in general^ 
that we are all miferable^ He reflets moreparti*' 

. ciiiarly upon ihe trouble and-uncertainty of great^ 
nefs and powet ; gives fome inftances. thereof from> 
Adam down tohimfelf ; andjlilljconcludes that alt 
if VANITY. He reqfons again upon Rfe^ deaths and 
a future being : finds human vjifdam* t^ imperfect 
te. refolve- his doubts ; has recourfe to religion $ is 
informed by an angely what fbaU happen to bimfelfi 
his family f and bis kingdomt till the redemption qf 
Israel : and, upon the whole, refolves to fubmit* 
his inquiries and anxieties to^ the wiil <f his. 

' tor* 
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Or e«cr the Hlv^r cor4 be loofed, orth« gplien bowf^bi broke*, or th» 
pitcher be broken ac the founuio, or the whetl brofeen at the dftcrD« 
Et(i^fiti,Gtff, XII. wr. «, 
The Am-arifcth, an4* the run go«th do«B» ■ii4 Mlcth to hit pltc» 

%rhcre he arofe. Chap. I, ver. f* 
The wiod goeth towards the Snath, and tniiieth abont luieo the< North* 
»-£ It whtrlech abonr oontinuaUy ^ aod the wind retomcth again, accord* 
' to^to his circttits, ver. 4» 
AU the riversgron Into the fea, yetthe fta if not Ihtt. Unto the plac» 

fiom whence the riTcri come, thither tbey^retttm afdn*^ ver. y» 
Then OuU the duft Mtwrnto the earth, es it was ; MMl^e l^iiU flnll. 

ictnrn unto Gad who gave it. Chap Xfl ver. 9. 
Mow when Solomon had made an er»d-of prayiogt the ire caMe dowir 
from heavA, atod coofofned the Iniuit-oileriBg, and the facrificei ; 
and the glory, of the X<9rd filled the honft, II. Chnmcle$i Chap. VII. 
v€r. i« 
B7 the rivers of Babylon, there we hi downt yea, we wept, «he« we^ 

remembered Sion, dtc. J^aim CXXXVII, ver. i. 
1 iliu) of ku^ter» it is mad ; and of mirth, what doeth it ? Sceiefifiif^ 

Chap. IJ. ver. a* 
Ho man can find out the work that God nakelh, from the beghi&ing* 

10 tile end. Chap. Ill, ver, 1 1. 
*Wbatibevcr God doetln it (baU be for ever; nothing can be pot to 
it« no^ any thing^ ukan from it ; and God doetb st, that men (boald 
fear before him. ver, 14* 
Let HI hear the concluiion of the whole matter;. fear- God, and keep 
• i)is commandmenti } foe this is the whole duty of roan* Cha£« XII* 
vet. 13,, 
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COME then, my ftal : I call ibee by that ntm*, 
Thoo bnify thing from whence I know I am^i 
For knowing that I ani» I know thoo am 
Since that muft needs exift, which can impart, 
But how ri)Ott eam^ft to be, or whence thy fpring : 
For Tarious ei thee priefts and poets fiiig. 

Hear'ft thou fubmiffive, but a lowly birthf 
Some fepVate partides of finer earth, 
A plain cffe£k wJvich nature mud begttt^ 
As motion, orders, and as atoms meet } 
Companion of the body's good or lU v 
From force of snfttn£i more than cfcoice of will ^ 
Confciotts of fear or takiu'r,. py or pain,.. 
Am the wiMdHirfes of the bh)od ordain ; 
Who as degrees of h^eac and cold prevail. 
In youth dofl fiourrfh, and with age doft fail *, 
^ill mingl'd with thy partner's lateft breatb 
TkcHi fty'ft dffibU^d in air^ and loft in death. 

Or if thy great exiftence would afpire 
Ttf ctules more fablime ; of beaY'nly .fire 
Wert tbois a fpark (Iruck off, a fepVate ray, 
OfdainM to mingle with'terreftiial day > 

I s 
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With ic condetnaM for cercaiti years t|»*dwelT^ 
To grfeve ks frailties, and its pains to feel v 
To teach it good and ill| dtfgrace or fame ;• 
Pale it with rage, or redden it with (hame : 
To guide ks aAions with informing care. 
In peace to jui^e, to con<iuer in the war i 
Render it agile, witty, valiant, fage. 
As fits the various courfe of human age ; 
^Fill as the earthly part decays and falls, 
Uhe captive breaks ber prifon's mouldering walls ^ 
Hovers a wlitk upon the fad remains. 
Which now the pile, or fepulchre contains ^ 
And thence with liberty uribounded flics. 
Impatient to regain her native (kies. 

Whate'er thou art^ where-e'er ordain'd to go> 
(Poin'ts which we rather may difpute, than know) 
Come on,, thou Uttle inmate of this'breaft, 
"Which for thy fi^e from paffions I diveft: 
For thefe, thpu fay*fi, vaife all the ftormy ftrife^, 
'Which hinder thy repofe, and trouble life. 
Be the fair level of thy anions laid, 
As tefnp'cance wiU8» pud prudence may perfuadet 
Be thy aifef^ions undifturb'd and cleart 
Guided to what may great or good appear ;. 
And try if life be worth the liver's care. 
Amafs'd in man there juftly is beheld 
What thro' the whole creation hats excellM : . 
The life and growth of plants, of beads the fenfe^ 
The angel's forecaft and intelligence : 
Say from thefe glorious feeds, what harveft flowa; : 
Recount our bleflings^, and compare ouf wofS. 
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El its true light let cleareft reafon fee 
The maa dragg'd out to zCt, and forc^ to be i 
Helplefs an4 naked on a woa>aQ*a knees 
To be exposM or reared as (be may pleafe $ 
Feel her neglei£);» and pine from. her difcafe* 
His. tender eye by too direSt a ray 
Wounded, and flying from. unpractised day|. 
His heart aflauUed by invading air. 
And beating, fervent to the vital war ; 
To his feafe bow various foims appear: 
That (Irike bis wonder and excite his fear ?: 
By his diftortions he reveals his pains ^ 
He-by bis tears^ and by his fighs complains ^, 
Till time and ufe afiift the infant wretch. 
By brol^^n >rords^ and rudiments of fpccch^. 
His wants in plainer characters to fliow» 
And paint more perfect. figures of his woe,. 
Condemned to^aerifiee his ehildiQi years 
To babliag ignorance, and to empty fears } . 
To pafs the rip«r period of his age, 
Adtiog^ his part upon a crowded (lage } . 
To lading toils cxpos'd,. and endlefs cares,. 
To open dangers, and to fecret^fnares ;. 
To malice whlcb the vengeful foe intends^ 
And the tM>re dangerous love of feeming fcienc{9» 
His deeds examined by the people's will. 
Prone to.fprget the good, and bkme the ill : 
Qr fadly cenfur'd in their cu^ft debate. 
Who in the fcosner's or the judge's feat 
l}are to condemn the virtue which they hate. 
Or would he rather have this frantic fcene ; 
And trees Mad beads prefer to courts and mea 
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In the remoteft wood «xd lonely grott 
Certain to o^eet the irorll ef evilsi thought ^ 
Diff'rent Lhas to hit mem'rj brought : 
Borne intiricate, as are the pathleb woods v 
impetiiousYome, as the defcendhig floods : 
With anxious doabu» wkh raging paSons tort^^ 
No fweet companion near with whom to mourn > 
He hears the echoing rock return hrs figbs ; 
And from himfelf the frighted hermit flies. 

Thus, thro' what path foe'er of life we roter 
Rage companies our hate» and grtel our love : 
Vex'd with the prefent moment's bemry gloonf^ 
Why feek we brfghtnefs from the years to come ^ 
DiAurb'd and broken like a fiek nuin^s fleep^ 
Our troubled thoughts to diftant profpeds leap-r 
I>efirou6 (lUl what flics- us to e*eriaket 
For hope is but the dream of thofe that wake : 
But, looking back» we fee the dreadful> train 
Of wce3| a-new which were we- to fuAain^ 
We (hould refufe tp tread the pail^ again* 
Stili adding griefp AM counting from the firft ^ 
Judging the hteft evils flfli the worft \ 
And fadJy finding each progrefii've boor 
Heighten, their number^ and augment their powV 
^rill by one counilefs fum of woes oppreft^ 
Hoary with eares, andjgnorant of reft. 
We find the vital fprings reUsk'd and wora*: 
Compeird our common impotence to viiiotirn» 
Thus, through the round of age to ehrldhood we 

return : 
Refle£ling find» that naked from the womb 
We yeftef day came forth ; that in the tomb 



Naicd again we muft to-morrow lie. 

Born to lament) to IzboWf ancFtodie. 

Fafs we the iils» which eaeb mtii^feel^or dreadi^ 

The Ireiglit or ftti'tiv or banfifig o'er our heads $ 

The bear, the lion, rerrora of the platn^ 

The (heepfold fcatter'd^ and the Ibepherd fltun^ 

The Sequent errort of the fMhleft wood, 

The giddy prcdpicey and the dangerous flood ^ 

The noifom peft'Iencci that in' op«n wat 

Terrible, marches through the mid*day air» 

And fcatters death ; the arrow that by night 

Cuts the dank miftr and fatal wings^the ftight;. ^ 

The billowing fnow» and violence of tbrfhowV, 

That from the hiiirdirperfe their dreadful ftore. 

And o'er the vales colleAed ruhn poin- } 

The worm that gnaws the ripening fruit, fad gutft» 

Canker or kcirft hurtful to tnfeft 

The bhide $ while huika elude the tiller's care-) 

And eminence of want dtftinguiChes the year. 

Pafs we the flow difcafe^ and fuhtle pati>, 
Which our weak frame is deftin^'d to fuAaiiiNi 
The cruel (lone with congregated war 
Tearing his Uoody w»y$ she cold catarrh, 
With ffequent in^pdfe, and continued ftrife. 
Weakening the wafied feats of irkfom life % 
The gout's fierce rack, the burning fever'a rage^ 
The fad experience of decay | and age, 
Herfelf the foreft ill 4 while death, and eale^ 
Oft and in vain invoked, or to appeafe. 
Or end tbe grief» with hafty wings recede 
From tbe t ex'd patient, and tbe fickly bed* 
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Nought ihall it profit*' that the cbarmihg fair/. 
Angelicf fofteft workrof h«aT'iH draws near 
To ihc cold ihaktng.para^tic liand, 
Senfekfo o{ bei^uty's to^eb^ of love's comma iid^' 
Nor longer api» or able to fulfiil 
The di&ates of its feeble mafter's will. 

Nought QiaU th< ptittty^ and tbe harp arail^ 
The ploafing fongt or well- repeated tale ; 
When the quick fpirits their warm march- forbear; 
And numbing coldnefs has unbrac'd the ear. 

The verdant rifing of the fiowVy hill* 
The vale enameli'd* and the cryftal rtllf. 
The ocean roUingt and theihcily (hbre» 
Beautiful objefls* (hall dejight no more ; 
"When tbe lax'd iinews of tbe weakened eye- 
In y^at'ry damps^ or dim fuffuiiott Ue. 
Day follows night \ tbe clouds return again ^ ' 
After tbe faUingof tbe latter rain ; 
But to the aged blind Cball ne^er return 
Grateful vicifiitude.: he ftill muft mourn* 
The fun^^ and moon/ and ev'ry &urry light- 
Eclips'd to him, and lofl in everlafting night* 

Behold where age's wretched vi^im It^s : 
See his bead tremblingi and bis half* closed eyes -r 
Frequent for breach his panting bofom heaves : - 
To broken fleep bis remnant fenfe he- gives ; 
And only by his pains> aw:lking finds be lives. 

Loos'd by ^^vouring time tbe filver cord 
Diflever'd lies ; unbonourM from the board 
Tbe cryftal urny when broken^ is thrown bf *^ 
And apter.vtenfils their place fupplyw 



F O* E M S. 20f 

Tfiefe thihgt and tbouisxiuil fliire an equal Iot> 
Die^ and be lofty Gorritpt and be forgot ^. 
While (lilt another^ and another race: 
Shall now: (appl]r» and now give up the plaee. * 
From earth all came, to earth muftall return^ ^ 
Frail as the cord and brittle as the urn. 

BVit be the terror of tbefe»ills fuppreA^d ! 
And view we ttma with hes^h and vigour bleft'ck 
Home he returns sipith the decHning fun^ 
His deftia'd ts& of labour hardly done y. 
Goes forth agata with die afcendiog ray-^ * 
Again his tiavel for his bread to pay. 
And find the iU/nfiicientta the dajF. 
Hap'ly at night be does with horror (htm 
A widowed daugbiery or a dying fon : 
His neighbour's offspring he to-morrow feest 
And doubly feels his want in their increafe t 
The next day, and the next he muft attend 
His foe:tr]«mpbant> or his buried friend. 
In evVy zBt and.uira of life be feels 
Public calamities, or houihold ills &- 
The due reward ^juft defert refus'd : 
The truft bettay'd^ the nuptial bed abus'd : 
The judge corruptt the l«ng depending caufe» 
And doubtful ifibe of mifconftruM laws. 
The crafty turns of a diihoneft ftate, 
And violent will of the wrong*doing great i 
The i^nomU toogue injurioas to his fame. 
Which nor can wi£dom (hun,nor fiuradvanceiedaim. 
' Efteem we thefe, my friends, event and ^hance»' ^ 
Produced as atoms form tl^ir fluti^ring dance i 
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Or higber yet their efleiice may w« ixuw 
From deftin'd order, »nil eternal law f 
Again, my mufe, the crsel^lattbr repeat : 
Spring tbeyi 1 Cajp from acekUsnt, ot iate ^ 
Tetfuohf we 6ttd» tkey are, aa^ean controui^ 
The fetTile afHont of our wavVing ibul ; 
Can fright, can alter, . or can cbata the will ^, . 
Their ilU ail bttiit on life, chat fandamental tlU 

O fatal fearcM in which the lab'-ring mindy 
Still prefft'd with weight of woe, ftill bopea to find^ 
A (hadow of delight,, a dc earn of peaee. 
From years of pain». one moment of reteafe ; 
Hoping at leafl (be may herfclf deceive^ 
Againft experience wiliing to believe,r 
Hefirons to rejoicci eosdemn'd to grievev 

Happy the mortal man, who now at laft 
Has through this doleful yale of aia^ry peft ^ 
Who to hia deftia'd age haa carry'd on 
The tedious load, and laid hia buaden down ; 
Whom the cut brafs, or woundei macUe fiiow^ 
ITiflor o'er lile, and all her train -of woes*- 
He happier yet, who ptiviledg'd bffcte 
To (horter labour, a«d a ligbter weighty 
Receiv'd but yefterday the gift of breach^ 
Ordered to*moriow te retttrn to dkaib. 
But O I beyond dcfeription happieft he^ 
Who ne'er muft roUon life's tnmoliwoea fea«^ 
Who with bleft fieedom from the goB'ral doom 
Exempt^ mixft aevex force ebe aeemtng fionib» 
Nor fee the fuo, nor iiok into the tvmb» 

Who breathes, miift fufftr ; and who thinks muft 
And he alone was bleft, who ne'er waaborn. ^mouini 
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^ Yet in Ay turn, tliM ft#whti^ preach hear^ 
^ A re not diefe igentul WfsAStiiiB ^ooi Tettre f 
*< Say s; caniioc pow'f ftciil-c ks oiTner bftfi^^? -n. 
** And U net wealth tlit potest 8feof peace T C 
^ Are viiOora^ bldft wkh fiittie» or kings #ith eafe ? > 
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I tell tbee life it km oHe wmtiiM out t 
And man waabMRteo Mfetandtd^l^ri 



** Sttt ta no tMti iioAaMM, iM^^leg^e ^ 
^ from thii^fiOMigtoiift taint h)! lbrro# freeP*^ 

; . . • 

llpim Ittttrtart avtet yer ki « Mtftf ^Mifd» 
X^ ocie this mthiidudy triab mtaHim< 
Bttt hesccj ye worMfi alKl pfff^ne*, Mite t 
Tor 1 achpt my Totce, aad iatfe«i»y lyns 
To notions. not by vulgtr ta? reoelf '^ t 
Te ftill mnft cOvet Hfe, And te dteeit*'^ i^ 
Tour very fear of ikatb OiovM wkke ye frf 
To catch the ihade of immoitdity % > 
WiOiing. oa earth to linger, ami to fiiirfr^ ' 
iPart of iu prey from the deroiiHng gfat^e i^ 
To thofe who may turrrvr ye> t6 beneath 
Something entire, in fjnte of time and death |i 
A fancy'd kind of bc^if^io rcttiQroi; - 
And in t bookv or fiwa:l»teiMGnf Kt«. i ' 

Talfe hope I T«iii iaboor I hk ibme a^ fly i 
The dome fliaUonoiildegt Md the ^fokitne Ait i 
Wretches^ Ml taughti flill m'M ft think it ftran^r 
That all the parts of this grekfr fiAtk change ( 
Quit their old ftatioi^ mndifrriMtekl frame;. ' 
Aad lofis their ibagCf their eOkiieei, and tihdk: mfM H^ 
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Reduce tbeToipig ; our jh^esy: oar joys are yafn r 
Our lot is forrow i aiid our portion pain. 

What paofe from wpoi what hopes of comfort bring 
The nam,e of wifaor great* of judge or king f 
"W^at is a king) a.man condemn^ to bear 
The public burden of the nation's care ; 
Now crowA'd-fome angry ia£kton toappeafc ^ 
Now falls a vi^^m^ to> the peoplei's eafe :. 
From the firft blooming of his ilNtaught youth^. 
Nourifli'dinflatt'ryt and eOcangU from truth : 
At borne furcouaded by a fer.vile croud*, '. 
Prompt to abufe, and in detra&ion loud : 
Abroadiitfgirt #ilhjVEcn> andfwsrdst aad IfcarsV 
His f ery date acknowledging bis fears : 
Marching amidft a tbottfanct;gliards, be^owa ' 
His fecret terror of atboufimd foes t 
In war however prudentv great*, or bravie*. 
To blind events, .tBid fiiUe^cbance a Have ::: 
Seeking t^ feuk what for ever flits p 
$ure of the toil, uncertain of the prize. 

But he returm with; conqueft ost bis brow f 
Brings up the trittfiiph# and ablbfares the tow : 
The captive geji'rals to his car are ty'd : 
The joyiiil citiaeps . tumultuous tide 
Echoing his glory^; gratify .bis pride. 
What is this tWtfiifA ^ madnefr* ibouU and noifea^ 
One great colle^kioii of tbt people's voices 
The wretches b« brings back^ in chains rehtCf 
What may to-morrow be tbe victor's fate. 
The fpoils and tr|)piMes bom before bam^. fiiow ^ 
National; lofst .Ati4 iqM4omia woei V 

y^mm 4iftBe(%.. yfhkhr be add bia may haom* > 



p e E M 8» tw 

Does ko not mourn the ▼aliant thoufiinds iUw| 

The heroes, once the g)ory of the pliun^ 

Left in the confli£): of the fatal da]fs 

Or the wolf's portion^, or the yultore's^ prey f 

Does he not weep the lawreU whicb he wears^. 

Wet with the foldier's Uopd^ and widow't. tears h 

See> where he comesy tbedadtog of thewari' 
See millions crouding round the gilded ear;: 
In the vaft joys of Uiis^ exftatic hQOv,- 
And full fru^tloqpf.fuccefs£ul pow'r» • - 
One moment and one thought nvigh^ let him fcam 
The various turns of life^ and fickle (latQ; of; maob 

Are thft dire images of fad dtftruft^ 
And populac change, obfcor'd amid the d^iflv. 
That rifes from the vidor's rapid wheel ? 
Can the loud ciarian, pc.iluiU fife.repcl . 
The inward cries of care ?• can nature's Toice- 
Plaintive be drowi^'d, or leflen'd in the aoife;* 
Though ihouts as thunder loud affli&tbe airy 
Stun the birds now releas^d^and (hake theiv'ry chair i 

Ton* croud (he might iu;fle£t) yoa* joyful ctawdy . 
Fleas'd with my honoursy in my. praifes loud. 
(Should fleeting viAory tOtthevanquiOi^d gov .. . ; 
Should (he deprefs my arnast and raife tbe^foo): i. i 
Would for that foe with ^qual ardour wait 
At the high palacei or the crouded gate$ 
With reftlefs rage would pulLaiy.ftatuos da#D^ 
And caft the brab a?new. to his renown* 

O impoiLent de(ire of worldly fway I 
That It who. ma^e the. triumph of tordajy^:,. 
May. oC tDtmQiT0w.!k fomp oiie gart. appear*;. / ' i 
Ohaftly witk woundsi. and Itf^iii ^n ^ bier 1^/. . :i 



Then (Tiieneftdf ni»n%tli<] !) ttieb of all tfeefifj. 
Whom my diluted tye nvith hbotir fees, 
Would one, alat^ repeat me good, or greaf^ 
Wafli ttij pale ^y, br bfcwail my fate ? 
Or, march'd I ckam'H behind the bo&ile car^ 
The ?iADr'6 paftimfc, knd tht fporr of war ; 
Woiiid one, wotAd end hh piry^n^ forrow lend^. 
Or be fo :poor, to own he Waa hny friend f 
Avails it then, O Reiilbn, to be ^i(t i 
To fee this cruel (bette with quicker eyes f' 
To know with more diAinAton tb complain^ 
ilnd have fuperior fenfe in feeling pain i 

Let us revolTt that rell with ihlCteft ejre, 
Where 4afe from time diftinguiffi'd dfkiooa tie^ 
And judge if gfettndil be eatempt from pzltXp 
Or pleafure ever may with pow'r remiin. 

Adam, great typiy for vrfaibtti the world wai tnadc^ 
The faireft bleffing to his ^rms convey^^d, 
A charming wife ^ and aif, ^tiA fea, and land^ 
And all that move therein to his command 
Ketider'd obedient : fay,, my penfive mufe». 
What did thefe golden promifea produce t . 
Scarce Calling life^ he was of joy bereavM : 
One day, I think, ih Paradife he livM ; 
DeRiftM the Aeit hi» jonrney fo porfue, 
Where wounding thbms, and curfed thiftler grew» 
h'tr yet be earns bis b»ead» adoWn bis^ bfow, 
Inclined to eartb| his labVIng fweat muft flow : 
Bis limbs muft ftke, with daily toils oppreft ^ 
E'er long'wiA^ night brings neceflkry ittti 
Still viewing wifb regret Hikdariing Eve, ' 
Ue M iMfi fidKei^ and his own ifittft giieV6* 
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bewailing ftiU a-fr«(h their haplc^ cbotce ; 
His ear oft frig^lvted with the imag'4 voice 
^{ Heav'n» when firft itthttnder'4; oft hhview / 
Aghaft, as when th,e infant lig[ht'ning flev.| 
And the ftern Cherubs {lop'd the fatal ,road> 
AcmM with the flames of an avenging Gob* 
His younger fon on the polluted gtoond, 
firft fruit of death, lies^ plauiiiff of a woun4 
Gi?'n by a brother^s hand ; his eldeft birth 
flies, inark'd<by Heav*Q, a fugitive o'er eartb« 
"STet why thefe forrows heap'd upon the tt^| 
Becomes not man, aor angels to ea(}uire. 
£ach age finh'd on^ and guilt ad v.a(nc*d w^tl| time: 
The fon QUI added to theiather'a crime.; 
"M^ill God arofe, and great in s^jiger iaid : 
Lo ! it repentetb ine, that mat), iicas made* 
Withdraw the light, tho^ f^n ! he dark^ ye flckft^ 
And from your deep abyfs, ye wateca, rt£e t 

The frighted angels hea^d the Alniigbty Lord^ 
And o'er the earth from wjaihful «iols pour'd 
Tempeft and dorm, obedieat to his word* 
Mean time, his providence to Noah gave 
The guard of all, that he defign'd to feve* 
Exempt from gepVal doom the paviaf ch (lood.; 
Contemn'd the waves, sKid triumpb'<^ «'cr the flood* 
The winds fall filent.; and the waves d^creaie : 
The dove brings .quiet, and the olive pea^^ 
Yfit ftill his heart does inward forrow feel^ 
Which fai(b alone forbids bim to reveaU 
If on the backward world his yiew,s arexaflt; 
^ris death diflfus'di and univerfal wade. 
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Prefent (ftd profpe£l!) can he ought detcffj 

But (what affeAs his melancholy eye) 

The "beauties of the ancient fa1>ric1oft, 

fn chains of-craggy hiH, or lengths of dreary coaftf 

While to high heaven 'his pious 1)reathings turii'd^ 

Weeping'be hop*d, and facrilBcing^ mourned ; 

When of Go^'s Image only eight lie found 

Snatch 'd from the wat*ry grave^ ftnd ta?M from na« 

tions drown'd>) 
And of three fens, the future "hopes of eattli, 
The feed) ^ence empires muft receive their birtby 
One he forefees eiccluded hea? *n1y gracci 
JLnd mark'd with cnrfes, fatal to his race. 

Abrahami potent prince^ the friend of Go'D^ 
Of human tils mnft bear the deftin'^d load ; 
By blood and bittttes nruft his pow^r maintain^ 
And tfay the monarchs} ere he rules the plains 
Mud deal juft portions of a kfvWt Hfc 
To a proud iiandmaid, and a peeTifli wife; 
Muft with the mother leave the weeping fon^' 
'In want to wander^ and in wilds to groan i 
Muft take his other child^ liis age^5 hope. 
To trembling Moriam^s melancholy top, 
Ordered to -drench his 'knife in tiHal blood ^ 
Dedroy his heir, or tlifobey his GoD. 

Mofes behdd rhart GoD ; but how behelJI 
The Deity in radiant beanrs concealed, 
And cloudcd^n a deep abyfs t)f light ; 
While prefeiTty too feverefor human 'fight, 
Nor ftaying hunger than one fwift-wing'd higbt. 
The following tiays, and months, and years decreed 
To fierce encoanteri and to toilfome deed-. 



His youth With want and hardfliips muft engage : 
V^lots and refbellions mud difturb his age^ 
{Some Corah ftiil arofe, fome rebel fiavet 
Prompter to firik the ftate, than he to fare : 
And Ifrael did his rage fo far provoke. 
That what the Godhead wrote, the prophet "broke. 
His voice'fcarce heard, his dif^ates fcarce believ'd^ 
In camps, in arms, in pilgrimage he liv'd^ 
And dy'd obedient to feyereft law, 
Forbid to tread the promised land, he faw. 
My fa^ber'S'life was one long 'line^ of care, 
A fcene of danger, and a ftatc of war,- 
Alarm'd, exposed, his^hrldhood muft engage 
The bear's rough gripe, and foanring lion's rage. 
By various turns his threaten'd youth mufl; fear 
Coliah's lifted fword, and Saul's emitted fpear. 
Porlorn fee muft, and perfecuted fly ; 
Climb the fteep mountaiiii in the cavern tity 
And often a&, and bei-efiia'd'to'die. 

Forever, from bis manly toils, aire known 
The weight 'of pow*r, and anguifh<)f a crown. 
What tongue can fpcak ttic reftlcfe monarch's woes^ 
When God, and Nathail were dtedar'd his fo^s? 
When .^v'ry objefil: his ofltentte rcvil'd, ' 
T.he hu&and murder'd, and the Wife defilM, 
The patent's fins imprefs'd upon the dying child ? 
What heart >can thin^k the grief i^hich" he fuftain'd; 
When theicing's crime bf ought vengeance on the land. 
And the inexorable prophet's voi^de' [choice ? 

Gave famine, plague, ar war ; and bid li'im fik his 

He dy'dj and oh I may no.refl'exit^n iUhd 
Its pois'nous venom on the royal dead & 
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Tet tbe unwilling truth muft be «cprefr*d'i 
^htcii long has laboured in this penfive breaftt 
i>ying he added to my weight of care : 
He made, me to hh t;rime^ imdottbted heir : 
lieft hia^iinfinilh^ murder to bisfon, 
^nd Joab^s bipod iutaiVd on Jadah^ crows. 

Young as I Wta6» I hafted to fulfill 
Tbe cruel dilates of m^y parent's will. 
Of bis fair deeds a diftant view I took ; 
But turn'd the tube ^upon has fastltsto look;' 
Forgot 'bis jpouthf fpetit in his country's caufdy 
tiiscare of rigkt^ fata rev^enceto the laws: 
'But could w]th.:joy Mis yes^rs^C folly tracer 
Broken and old'in Bathiheb^'s^ embrace ^ 
^uld follow him» wher«-e'«r he ftray'd from goo3| 
And cite^fais fad esampliC: firhilfti trod 
f aths open to d^cett^ and traek*d with, blood. 
Soon docile to the fecret z£\$ o£iII» 
"With fmiles I could betrayi with temper kill : 
Soon in a brother coulda rWai view!| 
Watch all hi&i 9&&f «ad all'4iis, w«^s purfue. 
in vain for life he to the^Hsir &t&: 
Jlm.bition and .revenge ba^c certain fpeed, 
JEv'n tbere^ my foul, ev*n there he fiiouid bave^el!^ 
But that my intereft did n»y rage conceal : 
Doubling my crime, I promife^ and deceife s 
fiirpofe to ilay, wfailft fwearing to forgive. 
Treaties) cperfuaGonS) figfas, and tears are vain-4 • 
With a mean lie curs'4 vengeance I fofcatn-i 
Join fraud to force, aiid{iolicy to powV^ 
'dtill of tbe deftin'd fugitive 'fecuce. 
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In folemn ftate to parricide I t\ki 

Andt a8 GaD lives» ibis day my brother dies. 

Be vitnefs to my tears, celefttal mufe ! 
In vain I would forget) in vain excufe 
Fraternal blood by my dire£);ion fpilt } 
In Tain on Joab's head transfer the guilt : 
The deed was $&^d bythe (ubje£l's hand ; ' 
The fword was pointed by the king's command. 
Mine was the murder : it was mine alone; 
'Years of contrition muft the crime atone : 
Mor can my guilty foul expe£^ relief^ 
But from a long (incerity of grief. 

With an imperfe£k hand, and trembling hearty 
Her lo?e of truth fuperior to her art. 
Already the reflecting mufe has traced 
The mournful figures of my adion paft., 
Tbe pen five goddcfs has already taught. 
How vain is hope, and how vexatious thoughts 
from growing childhood to declining age, 
How tedious ev*ry ftep, how gloomy ev*ry ftage^ 
This courfe of vanity almoft compleat, 
Tir'd in the field of life, I hope retreat 
In the dill (hades of death : for dread and pain. 
And grief will find the (hafts elanc'd in vain, 
And their points broke, retorted from the head^ 
Safe in the grave, and free among the dead. 

Yet tell me, frighted Reafon! what is death f. 
Blood only (loppM, and interrupted breath ? 
The utmod limit of a narrow fpan, 
Aud end of mptioa which with life began ? 
As fmoke that rifes from the kindling fires 
Is feen this moment} and the next expires; 
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At empty clouds by rifing winds are tod, 

Their fleeting forms fcarce fooner found^han loft; 

So yanlfhes our date, fo pafs our dayst 

So life but opens now, and now decays : 

1f he cradle and the tomb, alas ! fo nigh ; 

To live is fcarce diftingui{h'<l from to die. 

Cure of the mifer's *wi(h, and coward's fear. 
Death only (hews us, what we knew was near. 
With courage therefore view the pointed hour^ 
Head not death's danger ; but expe^ his pow'r; 
Nor nature^s law-with frurtlcfs forrow mourn ; 
But die» O mortal man ! for thou waft born. 

Cautious thro' doubt $ by warn of courage, wi(e^ 
To fuch advice the reas'ner ftill replies. 

Tct nveafuring all the long continu'd fpace, 
EvVy fucceflive <lay'« repeated race. 
Since time iirft ftarted from his priftine goai, 
'Till h^ had reach'd that hour, wherein my foul 
Join'd to my body .fwcllMthc womb.; I was, 
(At leaftl think fo) nothing : muft I pafs 
iVgain to nothing) when this vital breath 
CeaCngi configns me o'er to reft, and death ? 
Muft the whole man, amazing thought! return 
To the cold marble, or contra£led urn ? 
And never "AmU thofe particles -agcee. 
That were in iife this individual He? 
But fevcr'd, muft they join the general mafs, 
Thio' other forms, and fliapcs ordain 'd to pafs^ 
Nor thought nor image kept of what he was ? 
Does the great Word that gave him fenfe, ordaiop 
Xh^t life iball never wake that ienfe ^gain i 
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And will no pow*r his finking fpirit fave ZS^^^^ ^ 
From the dark caves ef d^atfa, find chambers of the 

Each evening I behold the fetting fun 
With downward fpecd into the. ocean run : 
Yet the fame light (pafs but fontc fleeting hours) 
E^Lcrts his vigour, and renews his pow*r ; 
Stares -the bright race again V his conilant flame 
flifes and fets, rdtur-ning ftill the fame, 
f mark the various fury of the winds; 
Thefe neither feafons guide^ nor orders binds i 
They now dilare» and now contradl their force : 
Various their fpeed, but endlefs is thei<f coorfe. 
^rom his firft fountain and beginning ou2e, 
Down to the fea each brook and torrent flows ; 
Though futxdry drops or leave, or fwcll the dreams 
The whole ftill runs, with equal pace, the fame. 
•Still other waves fupply the rifing urns ; 
And the eternal flood no want of water mourns. 

Why then mud man obey the fad decree, 
Which fubje£ts neither fun, nor wind, nor fea? 
A flow'r, that does with opening morn arifc, 
And flouri(hing the day, at evening dies; 
A winged eaftern blad, jud (kimming o'er 
The ocean's brow, and finking on the (hore^ 
A fire, whofe flames thro' i:rackling dubble fly | 
A. meteor (hooting from the furamer flty ; 
A bowl a-down the bending mountain roU'd i 
A bubble breaking, and a fable told; 
A noon-tide (hadow, and a midnight dream 
Are emblems, which with femblanceapt proclaim 
Our earthly courfe : But, O my foul I fo faft. 
Mud life run off; and death for ever lad? 
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This dark opinion, fure, is too confinM; 
Elfcivhence this hope, and terror of the mind? 
Does fomething ftiil) and feme where yet remain^ 
'Reward or puniihment, delight or pain? 
Say: (hall our relicks fecond birth receive ? 
Sleep we to wake, and only die to live i 
When the fad wife has clod'd her hufband's tjesp 
And piere'd the echoing vault with doleful cries^ 
JLies the pale. corpfe not yet entirely dead? 
1 he fpirit only frpm the body fled, 
The grofler part of heat and motion void, 
To be by fire, or worm, or time deftroy'd 4 
The foul, immortal fubftance, to remain, 
Confcious of vjoy, and capable of pain ? 
^nd if her a£l8 have been dire£led well, 
While with her friendly clay (he deign'd to dwells 
Shall (he with fafety reach her priftine feat ? 
Find her reft endlefs, and her blifs compleatr? 
And while the buryM man we idly mourn; 
Do angels joy to fee his better half return-? 
But if (he has deform'd this earthly life 
With murd'rous rapine, and.feditious ftrife ; 
Amaz'd, repuls'd, and by thofe angels driven 
From the aetherial feat, and blifsful heav'n, 
In everlafting darknefs muft (he lie. 
Still more unhappy, that (he cannot die? 

Amid two feas on one fmall point of land 
Wcary*d, uncertain, and amaz'd we (land : - 
On either fide our thoughts incc(rant turn : 
ti'orward we dread; and looking back we mourn« 
Lofing theprefent in his dubious hafle; 
And loft oucfehes betwixt .the futurci And the paft* 
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Thefc cruel doubt* contcndihg ih my brcaft, 
My* reafon (taggering, and tnf hopts opprefs'd> 
Once more 2 faid*. onee morel will enquire^ 
What is this lictle, agil^, pervious fir^^ 
This flutt'ring motion^ which we call the mind?' 
How does (he a^t ? and where is ihe confinM ? 
Have- we the pow'r to guide her, as we plcafe f' 
Whence then thofe efib, that bb(lru£): our ezki 
We happinefs purfue ; we fly from pain $ 
Yet the purfuit) aAd^yetthb ^g^^ is vain r 
Audi while poor nature labours'to be bleft) 
By day with pJeafufei and by night with reft: 
Someftronger pew'f eludes our fickly willi 
Darlhes our rifing hope \tith eertain ill ; 
And makes us with reflexive trouble fee^^ 
That all is deftin'd, which we fancy free. 

That PowV fuptrior then; which rules our niindy. 
I« his decree bf bumaiY pray'r incUnM? 
Will he for facrifice our forrows eafe ? 
And can out tears reverfe his firm decrees ? 
Then let religion aid,. where reafon faik : 
Throw loads of incenfe in, to turn the fcales: 
And lee thcfilent fan£hiary fhow,^ 
What from the babling fchdols we may hot know, 
How man may {hiin,cr bearhi^ deftin'd part of woe. 

What fliall amend, or what abfolve our fat€ i 
Anxious we hover in a mediate date, 
Betwixt infinity and nothing : bounds, 
Orboandkfs lerms^ whofe doubtful fenferCOnfounds* 
Unequal tlfought9^ whilft all we apprehend. 
Is, that ovr hopes muft rife, outforrowrend} 
As our Creator deigns to be our friend* 
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I faid;— — "and inftant bad the priefts prepare 
The ritual facrifice) and folemn pray% 
Sele£l from vulgar herds, with gai lands gajr^ 
A hundred bulla afcend the facred way. 
The artful youth proceed to form the choir ; 
They breathe the flute, or ftrikethe vocal wirCk 
The maids in comely order next advance; 
They beat the timbrel, and inftru£l the dance*. 
Follow the chofen tribe from Levi fprung^ 
Chanting by juft return the holy fong. 
Along the choir in folemn fiate they paft,. 
■■ ■ —The anxious King came laft.. 
The facred hymn perfot m'd, my pronusM vo^ 
I paid : and bowing at the akar low,. 

Father o£ heaven I I faid, and judge of earth f 
Whofeword calPd out this univecfe to birth; 
By wbofe kind pow'r and influencing care 
The various creatures move, and live,, and are \ 
But, ceaGng once that cape, withdrawn that pow'i^ 
They move (alas !) and live, and are no more:. 
Omnifcient Mafter, omntprefent King^ 
To thee^ to thee, my laft diftrefs i bring. 

Thou, that can'ft ftill the raging of the feaf> 
Chain up the winds and bid the tempefta ceafe i: 
Redeem my (hipwreck'd foul from raging gufts 
Of cruel paffioni and deceitful lufta: 
From dorms of rage, and dangerous rocks of pride, 
Let thy ftrong hand this little veflS:l guide 
(It was thy hand that made it) through the tide 
Impetuous of this life : let thy dommaad 
Dire£k my courfci and' being me fafe to 
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If, while this weary'd fleOi draws fleeting breathy. 
Mot htitffd with life, afraid of death) 
It hap'Iy be thy will, that I (hould know 
Glimpfe of delight, or paufefrom anxious woe^ 
From n^iO) from inftant novTf great Sire, difpel 
The clouds that prefs my foul j from nciu reveal 
A gracious beam- of light; from n^tv infpire 
tdj tongue to fing, my hand* to touch the lyre$. 
My opened thought to joyous^ profpe^i raife; 
And, for thy mercy, let me fing thy praife. 
Or, if thy will ordains, I ftill (hall wait 
S5me new Here^aftir^ and a future ftate ; 
Permit my ftrength, my weight of woe to ,bear %, 
And raife my mind fuperior to my care* 
Let me, howe'er vnable to explain 
The fecret lab'rinths of thy ways to man, 
With bumble zeal confefs thy awful pow*f r 
Still weeping hope, and wondering- ftill adore** 
So in my conquefl: be thy might declared: 
And, for thy jiiftice, be thy name reverM. 

My pray^ fcarce ended, a ftupendous gloom 
Darkens the air *, loud thunder (hakes the dome-;: 
To she beginning miracle fucceed 
An awful filence, and religious dread; 
Sudden breaks forth a more than common day ; 
The facred wood, which on the ahar lay. 
Untouched, unlighted glows—-* 
Ambrofial odor, fuch as never flows 
Prom Arabia gum, or the Sabaean rofe. 
Docs round the air evolving- fcenes dtfi^ufe : 
The holy ground is vret with heav'nly dews ;: 
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Celefiial mufic (fuch Jcfficks' Ijtc, . 
Such Miriam's timbrel would in vam require) 
Strikes to my thought thro' my idmiring ear. 
With ecdacy too fine, and pleafore hard to bear :- 
And lo ! what fees my ravifli'd eye ? what feels* 
My wond'ring foul ^ an opening cloud rcfeaU 
An heav'nly form embody'd, and array'd 
With robes of light, I heard : the angel (aid r 
Ceafcj man of woman born, to hope relief. 
From daily troubles stnd continuM grief* 
Thy hope of joy deliver to the wind : 
Supprefs thy paffions ; and prepare thy miiKk 
Free and familiar with misfortune grow &. 
Be us'd to .forrow, and inur'd to woe. 
By weak'ning toil, and hoary age o'ercomey. 
See thy decreafe; and haftcn to thy. tomb. 
Leave to thy children tumult, ftrife, and war^. 
Portions of toil, and legacies of care. 
Send thefucceffive ills thro' ages down^. 
And let each weeping father tell his fon, 
That deeper firuck, and more di(lin£lly griev'd^ 
He inufl: augment the forrows he receiv'd. 

The child to whofe fuccefs thy hope is bouod^. 
Ere thou ait fcarce interr'd^or he is crown'd^ 
To lud of arbitrary fway inclin'd 
(That curfed poifon to the prince's mind 1) 
Shall from thy dictates and his duty rove. 
And lofe his great defence, his people's love. 
Ill counfell'd, vanquifh'dj fugitive, difgrac'd. 
Shall maum the fame of Jacob's ftrength effac'd* 
Shall figh, the king diminiHi'd, and the crowa 
With leffen'd rays defcending to his fon. 
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Sdall Tee the wreatbsr his grandfire knew to reap 
By a£live toil, and military fWeat, 
Pining inclime their fickly Idares, and (hed 
Their falling honoure from his giddy head, 
Ey arms, or prayV unable to afluage 
Bomeftic hononr, and intefline rage, 
Shall from the ?i£kor and the vanqui(h'd fear^ 
From IfraePs arrow, and from Judah's fpear : 
Shall caft his weafry'd limbs on Jordan's flood. 
By brother's arms diAurb'd, atld ftainM with kindred 
blood.* 

Hence lab'ring^ years (hall weep their deftinM race 
Charg'd with ill omens, fully'd with difgrace. 
Time by neceflity compelled, Chall go 
Through fcenes of war^ and epochas of woe« 
The empire leflen'd by a parted ftream, 
Shall lofc its courfe 

Indulge thy tears: the heathen (hall blafpheme ; 
Judab fliall fall, opprefs'd by grief and Ibame ; 
And men ftiali from her ruins know her fame. 

New Egypts yet, and fecond bounds remain^ 
A barflief Pharaoh, and a heavier chain. 
Again obedient to a dire command, 
Thy captive fons (hall leave the promisM land. 
Their name more lo«v, their fervitude more vile. 
Shall on Euphrates' banks renew the grief of Nile. 

Thefe pointed fpires that wound the ambient (ky, 
Inglorious change I (hall in deftru£lion lie 
Low, levell'd with theduft: their heights uitknown^ 
Or meafttr'd by their ruin. Yonder throne, 
For lafting glory built, deiign'd the feat 
Of kings for ever bleft, for ever great^ ' 
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Remov'd by the invatfer's barbarous handy 

Shall grace his triumph in a foreign land. 

The tyrant (hall demand yon' facred load 

Of gold and veffels fet apart to God, 

Then by vile hands to common ufe debas'd ; 

Shall fend them ftowing round his drunken feaft> 

With facrilegious taunt} and impious }eft. 

Twice fourteen ages (hall their way complete : 
Empires by various turns (liaH rife and fet ; 
While thy abandoned tribes ihall only know . 
A different mafter, and a change of woe; 
With downcafl: eyelids, and with looks aghaft^ 
Shall dread the future, or bewail the paft. 
AfR'iGted Ifreal (ball fit weeping down^ 
Faft by the ftreamst where Babers waters run 5: 
Their harps upon the neighboring wilJows hung^ 
Nor joyous hymn encouraging their tongue. 
Nor chearful dance their feet; with toil opprefsM^ 
Their weary'd limbs afpiring but to reft. 
In the rcfleaivc ftream the fighing bride, 
Viewing her charms impaired, abafli'd ihall hide 
Her pcnCvc head ; and in her languid face 
The bridegroom (hall forcfee his fickly race : 
While ponderous fetters vex their clofe embrace. 
With irkfome anguifti then your pricfts fliall mourn 
Their longneglefted fcafts defpairM return, • 
And fad oblivion of their folemn days. 
Thenceforth their voices they fliall only raife, 
JLouder to weep. By day your frighted Seers 
Shall cajl for fountains to exprefs their tears j 
And Willi their eyes were floods: by nightfrom dreamt 
Of opening gulphs, black ftorms, and raging flames^ 
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Starting amaz'd, (ball to the people (bow 
Emblems of heav'nly wrath,>aHd myftic types of woe; 

The captives, ai their tyrant (hall requirei 
That they (bould breathe the fongt apd touch the Iyrc>> 
Shall fay : Can Jacob's fervile- race rejoice, 
Untuned the mu(ic, and difus'd the voice ? 
What can we play (they (hall difcourfe) how fing; 
In foreign lands, and to a barb'rous- king ? 
We and our fathers from our childhood bred^ 
To watch the cruel vi£loi*s eye, to dread 
The arbitrary la(b, to bend, to grieve 
(^Outcaft of mortal race !) can we conceive- 
Image of ought delightful, foft, or gay ? 
Alas ! when we have toil'd the longfome day ;^ 
The fulled' blifs our hearts afpire to know. 
Is but fomc interval from a£kive woe ', 
In. broken reft^ and (lartling fleep to mourn, 
'Till morn, the tyrant, and the fcourge return^ 
Bred up in grief, can pleafure beour theme i 
Our endlefs angui(h> does not nature claim ? 
Reafon, andforrow are to us the fame. 
Alas ! with wild amazement we require. 
If idle folly was not pleafure's (ire.: 
Madnefs, we fancyi gaye an ill-tim'd birth 
To grinning laughter, and to frantic mirth* 

This is- the feries of perpetual woe. 
Which thou alas ! and thine are .born to know* 



lUuftrious wretch'! repine not* jipr reply ; 
View notjL what Heav'n ordains, with reafon^ 



i*s cyejV- 

Xoo bright the objedlis : thediflance is too high. J 
The man who would refolve the work of fate, 
May limit number, and make crooked (Iraight ; 
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Stop the enqtttqr thea ; and curb the fenfe & 

Nor let duft argue with Omnipotoncew 

Til God who muft difpofe» and man fafiaifl^ 

Born to endure^ forbidden to complain. 

Thy fum of life muft his deercei fulfil ; 

What derogates from his commandi it ill ; 

And that alone ia good) which centers in hiawilL 

Yet that thy laboring Ceafea may not droop^ 
Loft to delight, and deftitutc of hope ^ 
Remark what I» God's mefiengery aver 
From himi who neither can dcccifCy nor em 
The land at length rcdeem'd, (hadL ceafe to mourn ; 
Shall from her fad captivity return. 
Sion fliall raife her long-dejeAed bead i 
And in her courts the law again be read. 
Again the glorious temple fliall arife^ 
And with new-luiire pierce the neighboring flciea. 
The promis'd feat of empire fbali again 
Cover the mountain, and command the plain; 
And from thy race di&ingui(fa'd, One fliall fpring 
Greater in sl& than vidlor, more than king 
In dignity and pow*r, dent down from heav'n^ 
To fuccour earth. To Jfintf to ^im, 'tis giv'n^ 
Failion, and care, and angui(b to deftroy. 
Through Him foft peace, and plenitude of joy 
Perpetual o'er the world redeemed fliall flow. 
No more may man enquire, nor angel know* 

Now, Solomon, rememb'riiig who thou artf 
AQ. through thy remnant life the decent part. 
Go forth : be flrong : with patience, .and with care 
Ferformi and fufficr : to thyfcif feverCf 
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Gracious to others^ thy defires fupprefsM) 
Diffu«M thy mtttei, firft of meii» be beft. 
Thy fum of duty let twi> words contain ; 
O may they graven in thy heart remain ! 
Be humble) and be juft, the angel faid; 
With upward fpeed his agile wings he fpread; 
Whilft on the holy groqnd I proftr^te lay. 
By. various doubts impeli'd, or to obey. 
Or to obje£l ; at length (my mournful look 
Heav'n-ward eredi) determined, thus Ifpolce: 

Supreme, All Wife, Eternal Potentate ! 
Sole Author, fole Difpofer of our fate ! 
Enthroned in light, and immortality. 
Whom no man fully fees, and none can fee ! 
Original of beings i PowV Divine ! 
Since that I live, and that I think, is thine ; 
Benign Creator, let thy plaftic hand 
Difpofe its own effef^. Let thy command 
Rellore, great Father, thy in(lru£ted fon ; 
And in my aft may thy great will be done* 



a-a** 
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pXr Pill Oft, after tke puUieatioii of the foKo edition o£ his work% 
from which this is ukto, printed, daglj^ the four- Foems whidt^ 
foUowJ 



T H E 



C O N V E R S A T I O N- 



/ 

^ 



T 



IT always has been thought difcreeti 
To know the company you meet ^ 
And fure there may be fecret danger, 
Ki talking much before a Granger. 
jf greed: What then ? then drink jour alc^. 
I'll pledge youi and repeat my talq. 

No matter where the fccne is fixt :. 
The perfons were but odly mixt ; 
When fober Damon thus began : 
(And Damon is a clever man.) 
I now grow old^ but (lill| from yottth|> 
Ha?e held for modefiy and truth* 
The men who by thefe fea^marks (leer^. 
In lifers great voyage never err: 
Upon this point I dare defy 
The world ; I paufe for a reply. 
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Sir^ either is a good affiJiaHt : 
Said one who fat a little diftant: 
Truti decks otixfpeeches and o^t beoks i 
And modefty adorns our looks 9 
But farther progrefs we mud take» 
Not only born-ra look and fpeakr 
The man muft a^. The Stagyrite 
Says thusy and fays extremely right ^ 
StriA juftice is the fovVeign guide^ 
That o'er our actions (houid prefide t 
This queen of virtues is confeft, 
To regulate and bind the reft. 
Thrice happy> if you can but find 
Her equal balance poize your tnind ;. 
All diflF'rent graces- foon will enter, 
Like lines concurrent to their center. 

*Tvvas thus, in (hort^ tbefe two went oii>^ 
With yea and nay, and pro and con. 
Through many points divinely dark,. 
And Waterland aflaulted Clarke ;. 
'Till, in theology half loft,. 
Dam«n took up the Evening-Poft-f 
Qon founded Spain, composed the Nortb^ 
And deep in- politics held forth. 

Methinks we're in the like condition^ 
As at the Treaty of Partition : 
That ftroke, for all King William's care, 
Begat another tedious war. 
Matthew, who knew the loMe Intrigue^ 
Ne'er much approv'd that Myjlic League : 
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In the vilc Utrecht Treajty too. 

Poor man, he found enough to do* 

Sometimes to me he did »ppl)r} 

But downright dunflable^a» I» 

And told him, wberi they were miflakenp. 

And counfell'd him tojavt his bacon ; 

But (pafs hia poKtks znd profij . 

I never herded with his foes; 

Nay» in his verfesy as a ffiead, 

I'ftill found fomething to commend : 

Sifi I excusM his NuUbronvn Mnid;; 

Whate'cr fevercr critic faid ; 

Too far I own, the girl was try'd : 

The women all were on my fide. 

For Alma I returned him thanks: 

I lik*d her with her little pranks: 

Indeed, poor Solomon in rhimc, 

Was much too grave to be fublime. 

Pindar and Damon fcorn tranfition : 
So on he ran a new Divifion ; 
'Till out of breath he turn'd to fpit : 
(Chance often helps us more than wit) 
T'other that lucky moment took, . 
Juft nick'd the time, broke in, and fpoke. 

Of all the giftis the gods afford, 
(If we may take old Tully's word) 
The greatefi is a friend ; whofe love 
Knows how to praife, and when reprove ; 
From fuch a treafure never part, 
But hang the jewel on your heart; 



P'l ^tfjjw^'^^^^m^n* 
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Andi pra^ Cit (it delights me) tell $ 
You know this author mighty well- 
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Know him ! d'ye qoeftion it ? Ods fifli i: 
•• Sir, docs a beggar know his difli ? 
•* I lov'd" him, as Itold you, 1 

•* AdvisM him Here a ftander-by: 

Twitch*d Damon gently by the cloktf j < 

And thus^ unwiUing, filence broke; 
" Oamoui 'fis time we (hould retire : 
** The man you talk with is Mat. Prior.'* 

Patron thro*^ life, and firdm thy birth my friend i; 
Dorfety to the^, tMs fable let me fend :, 
"With Damon'd lighttitfs weigh thy folid vTortb^. 
The foil is known to fet the diamond forth s. 
Let the feign'd tale this real moral givey 
Bow many'Damof% how few Dorfets liye*- 

JUfy4 «7*i» 
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CO LIN'S MISTAKES^ 



Written ih Imitatlon «ii Spenc&&'8 Style*, 

Meltuttt 4mdiIU 

L 

FAST by the banks of Cam^ was Colin bred r 
(Ye Nymphsi for ever guard that facreil 
ftream }) 
To Wimpole's woody (hade bis way hefpeds 

(Flourifli thofe woods> . the Mufes endlefs theme.) 
As whilom Colin ancient books had read. 

Lays Greek and Roman wou'd he- oft rehear &» 
And much he lov'd, and much by heart he faid^ 
What father Spenfcr fung in Britiih verfe. 
Who reads^ that bard^ deflres like him to write^ 
Still fearful of fuecefsi ftill tempted by. deligbt» 

IL 
Soon as Aurora bad unbarr'd the morn-i 

And light difcover'd nature's chear^ul face; 
The founding clarioni and the fprigbtly horn; 

Caird the blythe huntfman to the diftant chace^ 
Cftfoons they iflue forth a goodly band ; [ur^ 

The deep-mouthM. hounds with thunder rend the- 
The fiery courfert ftrike the rifing fand : 

Far thro' the thicket fliea the. frighted, iter t. 
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Hdftey tlie honour of the day fupports ; 
His prefance glada the wood ^ bis orders guide the 
fports. 

UK 

0» a fair palfrey well equipt dii Ct 

An Ama2K)nian-dame \ a fcarlet ve(t 
For a&ive horfemanihip adaptly fit 

Inclos'd her dainty Umbs; a plumed creft^ 
'Wav^d o'er her head ; obedient by h«r fide 

Her friends and fervants rode$ with aftful fatnd 
Full well knew (he the fteed to turn and guide \ 

The \i)li\\vigjicii received her foft command: 
Courage and fweetnefs m her face werefeated; 
On her all eyes were bent^ and all good wilhes waited^ 

This feeingi Colin thus his Mufe befpake. 

For alltydes was the Mufe to Colin nigh^ 
Ab me too nigh ! or) Clio, I midake ; 

Or that bright form that pleafeth fo mine eye> 
Is Jove's fair daughter Pallas^ gracious queen 

Of lib'ral arts ; with wonder and delight 
In Homer's verfe we read her; well I ween» 

That em'lous of bis Grecian mafter's flight^ 
Dan Spenfer makes the fav'rite goddefs known | 
When in her graceful look fair Bmomart- is Oiowfi* 

V. ' 

At noon as Colin to the caidle came> 

Opo'd were the gatesjand right prepared the fia(b 
Appears .at table rich yclad a dame, 

The lord's delight, the wonder of the gueft. 
ISTith pearl and jewels was (he (umptuous deckt^ 

A(S well bcGjame hex dignity and place \ 
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But th^ beholders mought her gems ntgleSt'i 

To fix their eyes on her ignore lovely face» 
Serene with glory, and with foftnefs bi^igh't : 
O beauty fcnt from heav'ni to cheer the mortal fighH 

VI. 
LibVal Mutiifioeace behind her ftoodi 

And decent ftate obeyed her high command ^*. 
And Charity diffufe of oatife good 

At once portray es her mind, and guides her hand,. 
As to each gueft Tome fruits flie deigned to lifts 

And filence with obliging parley broke i 
How gjactous feem*d to each tfa* imparted gift ; 

But how more gracioirs what the giter fpoke l' 
Buch eafe» fuch freedom did her deed attead9 . 
^at ^y^Tf gueft rejoic^i exalted to a friend* 

VII. 
Quoth Colin ; Clio, if my feeble fenfe 

Can well diftinguifti yon iUaftrious dame^ 
Who nobly doth fuch gentle- gifts difpenfei- 

In Latian numbers Juno is htr name, 
Great goddefSf who with peace and plenty crown'd^ 

To all that under (ky breathe vital air 
Diffufeth blifs, and through the world around 

Pours wealiby eftfe, and-fcattcrs joyous cheer}. 
Certes of her in femblanfguife I read $ 
Where Spenfer decks his lays with Gloriana's deed. 

V41L 
As Colin mus'd at evening near the wood ; 

A nymph undrefsM, befeemeth, by him pafty 
Sown (0 her feet her filken garment flowed: 

A ribbon bound aadflup'd her ileador waift-: 
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A veil dependcAt from her comeljr head. 

And besi\iteou« plenty^of ambroHal hair. 
O'er her fair bread and lovely Oioulders fpread. 

Behind fell loofe, and wantonM with the air. 
The fmiling Zephyrs callM their am'rous brothers,; 
They kifs'd.tbe waving lawn, and wafted it to others. 

IX. 
DaiGes and violets rofei where'er the trodj 
As Flora kind her roots and buds had forted : 
And led by Hymeni wedlock's my (lie god ; 

Tea tboufand Loyes around the nymph difported. 
Quoth Colin i now I ken the goddefs bright. 

Whom poets fifig: AU human h^sarts enthrall'd^ 
Obey her pow'r ; her kindnefs the delight 

Of gods and men i great Venus (he is callM, 
When Mantuati Virgil doth her charms rehearfe.; 
Belphebe is her nam^i in gentle Edmond's verfe. 

Hear<l this the Mufc, and with a fmile reply*d, 

Which (hew'd foft anger mixt with friendly love^ 
Twin fiders flili were ignorance and pride ; 

Can weinow right, 'till error we remove? 
But, Colin, well I wid, will never learn : 

Who flights his.guide fhall deviate froml)isway%^ 
Me to have aik'd what thou cou'dd not difcern. 
To thee pertain'd ; to me the thing to fay. 
What heav'nly will from human eye conceals. 
•How can the bard aread, unlefs the mufe reveals ? 

XL 
Nor Pallas thouj nor Britomart has feen^ 

Whenfoon at morn the flying deer was chas'd : 



f 



fgS POEMS. 

Nor Jove's great wife, nor Spenfer's fairy queen 
At noontyde deah the honours of the feail « 

Nor Venusy nor Belphebe didfl: thou fpy. 

The evening's glory, and the grove's delight. 

Henceforthj if afk'd, inftrti£ied right, reply^ 
That all the day to knowing mortals fight 

Bright Ca'ndifhoHoIles'Harley flood confeft» 
As various hour advis'dy in various liabit dreft. 



Verse* fpAe to the Lady H^NRifeTTA-CAVEN»- 
DisH-HoLLES Harlet, in the Library of Su 
John's CoHege, Cambridqe, November 9/^ 
Anno 1 7 i 9. 

Madam, 

SINCE Anna vifited the mufcs^fcat, 
(Around her tomb let weeping angels wait) 
Hail thm^ the brighfteft x)f thy fcx, and beft, 
Moft gracious neighbour * and mod welcome gueft« 
Not Harley's felf to Cam and Ifis dear, 
In vi4:tues and in arts great Oicford's heir. 
Not He fuch prefent honours ffaall receive, 
A.8 to hh^onfort we afpiie to give. 

Writings of men our thought to-day neglcAs 
To pay due homage to the foftcr-fex : 
Plato and Tully we forbear to read, 
And their great followers whom this boufe has bred, 
To ftudy leflbns from thy morals giv'n. 
And ihkning chara£lers, imprefs'd by Heaven^ 

• T*be feat o£ this noble Itmily i» at Wtmploe in CambridgcAirBi 
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Science In books no longer wc purfuei 
Minerva's felf in Harriet's la^ce wc viewj 
For when with beauty wc can virtue join. 
We patnt the femblance of ^ form divine. 

Their pious incenfe let our neighbours bring, 
To the kind memory of fo«ie bounteous King, 
With grateful hand, due altars let them raife, 
To foroe good Knight's or holy Prelate's pralfe $ • 
We tune our voices to a nobler theme, 
Your eyes wc blefs, your praifes we proclaim^ 
Saint John^ was founded *in a woman's name. 
Enjoin'd by ftatute, to thtf fair we bow j 
In fpite of time we keep our ancient vow ; 
What Margaret Tudor was is Harriet Harlcy now. 



PROLOGUE TO THE ORPHAN. 

Reprefented by fome of the Weftminfler- Scholars, at 
Hickford's dancing- room in Panton-ftreeit, near 
Leiccfter-fieWs, the fecond of February, 17 zo, 

Spoken BytheLordDvPLii^iWioaSf^dCoviVUhlo* f 

WH AT! would my bumble comrades have me 
Gentle fpeClators, pray excufe the play? [fay? 
Such work by hireling aftors fliouVi be done, 
Whom you may clap or hifs for half a crown : 

• Sir Thomas White was Ae founder of St. Jean's College, 
Oxon ; and the greatcfl bcoefafior, next lo him, was Archbiihop 
l«aud. 

t The Page in the Orphan, 
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Our genVous (cenes for friendAiip we repeat*; 
And if we don't delight ; at leaft we treat. 
Ours is the damage, if we chance to blunder, 
We may be alk'd ^hofe patent we a6i under ^^ 

How fh^I we gain -your Akwtede de France? 
We hir'd this room.; but none of us can dance. 
'^In cutting capers we (hall never pleafe : 
Our learning-does not lie fallow our knees. 

Shall we procure you fymphony and found ? 
Then you muft each fubfcribe /wo iundred f^unH^ 
There we (hould fail too, as to point of voice : 
IMiftake us not : We^r-e no Italian hys: 
True Britons born : from Weftminfter we come^ 
And only fpeak the ftyle of antient Rome. 
We would deferve, not poorly beg applaufe ; 
A.nd(land or fall by Friend's «nd Bufby'slawf, 

For the dyirefi^d ^o\xx pity we implore: 
If once rcfusM, we'll trouble you no morC} 
JSut leave our Orphan fqualling at your door. 



r ^ E END. 
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